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MR. L. E. BROWN.

In this issue the limelight of publicity is turned upon Mr.
L. E. Brown, assistant cashier at Reading.

Mr. Brown has spent the whole of his business life at the
Brewery, where he made his debut in June, 1917, as a junior clerk
in the Delivery Department. Even in those early days, when his
work mainly consisted of checking the loads on the drays, he
earned the confidence of the head of his department through his
reliability. In May, 1921, he was moved to the General Department
and was employed upon the Sales Books for which his earlier
work had fitted him. After a few years, he was promoted to
the position of temporary cashier to the South Berks Brewery
Company, which still retained its separate identity, although the
staff were merged in the parent Company. Subsequently, upon
a reorganisation of that office, Mr. Brown was transferred to
ledger work, consisting of Journals and Accounts. When a separate
Accounts Department was formed in 1938, he was transferred
to that office, where he was engaged upon general work and
Railway accounts, which require special ability and care.

Throughout all the changes in his occup'ltlon Mr. Brown has
applied himself assiduously to the task in hand, with a singleness
of purpose which marks a man who is devoted to his work and
desires to give of his best. Such characteristics, which have
become all too rare in business houses during the trying years of
war, bring their own reward and when a new appointment to
the Cashier’s staff became necessary in April, 1944, Mr. Brown
was selected to fill the position of an Assistant Cashier, which
he now holds. In carrying out his manifold duties, Mr. Brown'’s
all-round knowledge of Brewery routine and his past experience
have equipped him for the work. Scrupulously polite and atten-
tive, he observes the golden rule that * the customer is always
right 7 and faces the many queries and enquiries which arise
from the other side ol the counter, with the stoicism and patience
which are so great an adjunct in dealing with various situations.
Moreover, in handling all cash received through the post and
ensuring that the appropriate accounts are credited, the strictest
accuracy is demanded.

Mr. Brown was exceptionally successful in his handling of
large numbers of United States Military Units who daily called
at the Brewery for supplies of beer. Oftentimes considerable tact
and persuasion was needed in satisfying this new clientele, parti-
cularly when the quantity available was small and it was necessary
to arrange an equitable distribution. The enormity of the job
needed to be witnessed to be understood but Mr., Brown earned
full marks in dealing with difficult situations.

To this general biography of the subject of our frontispiece
it should be added that Mr. Brown does not work by the clock,
as he is always ready to put in an extra half hour before, or after,
business hours, when necessary.

During the war Mr. Brown acted as Air Raid Warden at the
Brewery and in the Reading A.R.P. He is an intensive amateur
gqrdcner and produces some good vegetables, of which he is
justifiably proud.
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Take a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft
infirmities.—T he Bible.
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NIGHTINGALES SING IN NIJMEGEN.

The “ Aldershot "’ of B.L.A., Nijmegen, connecting Occupied
Germany with its long line of communications to the rest of Europe
and Britain, is alive with uniforms and streams of lorries taking
supplies to the Army of Occupation. Heavily shelled by the
Germans during their retreat, it is but a few miles from battered
Arnhem and devastated Cleve and Emmerich. In spite of the
warlike atmosphere of the town of soldiers and signposts, Lieut.
Yorke, of High Street, Stainland, Halifax, Yorks, area officer for
NAAFTI, has found a spot of peaceful solitude. In his mess on the
outskirts of Nijmegen, he is sung to sleep at night by nightingales.
“1It reminds me of the old B.B.C. efforts to relay the bird,” he
said. “It took them all their time to get one nightingale to
perform. We have several in our garden here competing with each
other in sheer beauty of sound, non-stop.”

Your SAVINGS : OFFICIAL.

Sir Harold Mackintosh, Chairman of the National Savings
Committee, in a speech in London recently pointed out that all
political parties have expressed their desire to protect the people’s
savings. He added : This is borne out in practice by the fact
that during the twenty-nine years since the National Savings
Movement was started there have been no fewer than fourteen
Governments and each and every one has supported the National
Savings Movement and honoured every penny invested in National
Savings. That it will continue to be so in the future is beyond any
doubt, for the security and honour of the State are involved in
maintaining British Government securities as the finest in the
world.
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CIRENCESTER LicEnsEp VIcTUALLERS HELP rFor RED Cross.

In the one year and nine months since the Cirencester Licensed
Victuallers’ Group was organised by our Mr. E. H. Kelly, the
group’s contributions have amounted to no less than £2,666 12s. 3d.,
contributed at the time when the calls of Red Cross funds were
greatest—a record which few if any similar groups can have equalled
and one of which all concerned may contemplate with satisfaction.

To all who have helped, Mr. Kelly tenders. his warmest thanks.

READING CHANNEL ISLANDS SOCIETY.

The following letter speaks for itself :—

“ Dear Sir, Now that the liberation of the Channel Isles is
complete, the time will arrive very shortly when we shall have to
wind up our little Society. '

*“ Before doing so, however, my Committee desire to place on
record the deep appreciation we hold for the firm you represent.
and to thank you for all the kindnesses you have shown to our
Society over the last five years. ;

“ Through your generosity in letting us have your ground for
the children’s sports, your donations, and various other kindnesses,
you have made it possible for us to raise money for the benefit of
our unfortunate countrymen and women during the years of
occupation.

“ We wish therefore to place on record our sincere thanks to
you, and your fellow directors, and wish your firm every prosperity
for the future.

“ One day, who can say, but that we shall have the products
of your well-known firm on sale in the Islands.

“In conclusion, may I add my own personal thanks for the
courtesy always shown to me when approaching you on behalf of
the Society.” |

Yours faithfully,
For, and on behalf of the Committee,

E. J. BRICKNELL,
Chairman.

“ MosT CHRISTIANITY IN THE Puss.”

“1 find more practical Christianity in the taverns than I do
in the chnurch,” said the Rev. John S. Davies, of Harden, Yorkshire,
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in his farewell sermon. “He is known as the “ parson who likes
a glass of beer,”” and is ledving because he feels he has been in the
parish too long.

IN THE SERVICE OF THE MASTER.

At the close of an address given by Dwight L. Moody, a highly
educated minister said to him coldly, ** Excuse me, but you made
at least eleven mistakes in your grammar to-night.”” Mr. Moody
smiled and said, pleasantly, *“ Probably I did. My early education
was very faulty. But'I am using all the grammar I know in the
service of the Master. What are you doing with yours?

St. DunsTAN’S  DART BoX APPEAL.

The organiser of this Appeal hopes that these boxes will be
placed in Licensed Houses and Clubs and he is receiving ready
assistance in this direction from our Estates Department. The
scheme is being run on the same lines as the Red Cross one, which
did such wonderful work for their Prisoners of War Fund. The
object is a fine one and worthy of the generous support of all
Licensed Houses and Clubs.

NAAFI BALANCE SHEET.

At the half-yearly meeting of the Council of the Navy, Army
and Air Force Institutes, the NAAFI Balance Sheet as at 2nd
September, 1944, and the Revenue Account for the fifth year of
the war were presented. The turnover for the fifth year of the
war was £156,000,000. The Revenue Account shews that after
payment of Rebate and Discount there was a net revenue for the
year of /5,301,482, which has been disposed of as follows :—

NAAFI/ENSA entertainment bt a4 3600080

Free issue overseas of sports goods, newspapers, etc. 130,584

Grants to Service Welfare and Benevolent Funds .. 1,570,000

Balance carried forward 818

£5,301,482

QUR SPORTS GROUND.

Our Sports Ground has indeed proved a boon and blessing to
men—and women, during these summer months. The cricket
pitch has been kept in very fine condition and wielders of the
willow have been delighted to play on it. Many and varied teams
have been granted the use of the ground-—it has also been used
for-other good causes—and that this sporting gesture on the part
of the Directors has been greatly appreciated is evidenced by the
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numerous letters—including one from New Zealand cricketers—
Mr. W, Bradford has received extolling the excellence of the ground
and its pleasant surroundings. The Brewery XI have had a
successful season and Mr. J. W. Jelley, the hard-working Hon.
Secretary of the Cricket Section, is mainly responsible for this
happy state of things. It has been a treat to play on the well-kept
tennis courts. A number of matches were arranged and many hard
fought and enjoyable games resulted. Both in regard to cricket
and tennis, teas were provided and those ladies, particularly Miss
Prosser, Miss Young and Mrs. Greenaway, who kindly waited on
us, are deserving of, and certainly have, our great gratitude.

Our Sports Ground is a very fine one and it has been put to
very fine use. May we for many years ““ Play up, and Play the
Game " on it !

Bank HoLipAy FLOWER SHow.

The Vegetable and Flower Show, arranged on Monday, August
6th, for members of our Social and Recreation Club and held on
the Sports Ground, was a great success. The show of vegetables,
cut flowers, etc., was highly creditable to, all concerned. In the
Ladies’ Section there was ample evidence that they know how to
cook and use the needle, Children sent some choice wild flowers
and showed specimens of their needlework. A show like this
means a lot of hard work for someone and Mr. W. Bradford, the
ubiquitous Hon. Secretary is to be congratulated on the results
of his labours.

Mgr. W. BRADFORD'S NEW APPOINTMENT.

The Board of Directors have appointed Mr. Walter Bradford,
Chief Cashier, and his many friends at the Brewery will join with
me in heartiest congratulations. Mr. Bradford has the great gift
of handling difficult situations with rare tact and ability, always
paying scrupulous attention to detail. His popularity in the
Firm is largely due to his kindly and courteous manner and his
genial recognition of friends, wherever he may meet them.
Although Mr. Bradford’s appointment may mean the curtailment
of some of his many activities, we sincerely hope he will be able
to continue his social work which he has ever carried out with so
much satisfaction to all concerned.

Ours 15 THE FUTURE.

Today, an immense responsibility is ours. We are the custo-
dians of the future. We are at the birth of a new age. But what
will we bring forth-—an age that will fulfil the high aspirations of
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mankind, or another era of strife in which the forces of evil may
yet triumph? The answer may well depend on the efforts of each
one of us during the next decade, for unless we all—individually
as well as collectively—contribute something towards the solution
of the major problems of our times, there can be little hope for
our civilization. There is the problem of ensuring freedom from
want . . . of finding continued employment for millions. There
is the problem of discharging the nation's debt . . . of maintaining
the stability of our currency. There is the problem of fulfilling
our pledges to those who look to us for succour—without endanger-
ing the interests of those who come after us. These are the
problems. How can we, as individual members of our nation,
help to solve them? The answer is manifold.

We can help by continuing to set an example to the world for
courage, common sense and fundamental decency in peace, just
as we did in war. We can help by thinking clearly and realistically
and by acting upon the decisions born of that clear and realistic
thinking, in a calm, unprovocative manner. We can help by
continued saving until the dangers of inflation are past. We can
help by remembering that those who do not agree with us are
not necessarily against us—that our beliefs and our ideas are not
the only beliefs and ideas that are right, though they may be best
for us.

Finally, and perhaps this is the most important point of all
to be remembered, we can help by applying to all considerations
of a national character, that self-same pride and loving interest
we take in ensuring the continued welfare of our own families,

The age-long history of our islands is one of danger and difficulty
boldly faced. In our hour of need, we have always found the
answers to our difficulties deep in our hearts. It is there that we
must look for the answers today—for ours is the future and the
future is in our hearts.
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NATURE NOTE.

(BY C.H.P.).
AUTUMNAL BEAUTY.
LIFE AND COLOUR BY THE RIVERSIDE.

“ NO SPRING, NOR SUMMER BEAUTY HATH SUCH GRACE
AS T HAVE SEEN IN ONE AUTUMNAL FACE.”

Thus wrote the poet, and as [ sat by the riverside, with colour
all around, I thought, how true were those words! It was the
last day in August and I was fishing near Mapledurham. The
purple loosestrife was still in bloom and at my feet little mimulus
plants were making a brave show. The trees were displaying
their rich autumnal dresses of red and gold and bronze, and as
the warm sun played on the rich colouring it showed up the beauty
of the varied shades to perfection.

DRAGON-FLIES BY THE DOZEN.

Birds and insects added colour to the scene. There were
dragon-flies by the dozen, large and small, cruising to and fro
hunting down weaker insects. Two settled on my rod and as
their great eyes blazed at me I noticed their strong grasping legs
ever ready to seize some helpless insect. They are indeed resplen-
dent flies and I watched, with wonder, a dainty Demoiselle, with
brilliant blue body and brown patches on his wings, as he preened
himself within a few inches of my eyes. Though they look so
fierce, dragon-flies are quite harmless and do not sting.

GAY GARBS OF THE BIRDS.

The birds, too, had their gay garbs. There were numbers of
goldfinches, every bit like big butterflies as they searched the
thistles for seed, their sweet, clear twittering being very pleasant
to the ear. There were spotted wood-peckers, large and small,
jerking their way up the branches of willow and elm, and moorhens
kurooked as they swam about dining off water weeds. It is about
August that the adult moorhens moult and, like the swans, drop
all their flight feathers at once and, for a short time, are unable

to fly.
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THE HAUNT OF THE HERON,

The note pawk pawk attracts my attention and I notice two
old carrion crows, in their black suits, near their nest. These
crows are impudent birds and very bold. They feed on étnimals,
eggs and molluses, and in order to break the shells of the molluscs
they drop them from a height on to a hard substance and then
fly down and feed off the contents. Seagulls do likewise. - Like
the swans, crows pair for life. A streak of blue, in the form of a
kingfisher flashed by me at least a score of times and, I noticed
by what was in his beak, that he was a more successful angler than
I. There were still some swallows and martins in evidence, but
I saw no swifts. The little owls were calling cu-cu-cu and as one
took a short flight he was promptly mobbed by other birds but
he remained unperturbed. The little owl has a very bad reputation
as a slayer of young game birds. In one meadow, among the
cows were six herons. They are about three feet in height. Two
of them were standing, motionless, up to their knees in water.
Herons will swallow frogs whole, crack the skulls of water Tats:
and swallow them in the same manner.

i

A GREAT EXAMPLE,

Many other birds, insects and little animals come .under notice
and all add to the delight of a day’s fishing. The sweet Thames

flows softly on its way and, as I pack up to leave this beautiful
river, I think ;

0! Could I flow like thee. and make thy stream
My great example, as it is my theme !

Though deep, yet clear, though gentle, yet not dull :
Strong, without rage, without o'erflowing, full.

R A
S Nl
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BREWERY JOTTINGS.

BY W. DUNSTER.

Now that the war with Japan is ended we really can l(:{olﬁ
forward to the days of peace. It has been a long ]ourn_e%- wit
many difficult days but it has been a source of great_satls actu;ln
that we have been able to maintain the Hor LEAF GAZETTE throug’ -
out the whole six years of war, even though we now only appec‘u"r
quarterly. Naturally there seems every prospect of a very busy
time in front of all of us and we shall welcome back the old
members of the Brewery who have been serving in the forces all

over the world.

Although I received a letter from Corpl. C. L. Langton, i_.;i\"ing
an account E({}f a most enjoyable leave spent in Venice, he has since
arrived home and we were all pleased to see him looking so well.

L/Corpl. E. W. King has written three letters to W.D. since
our last issue and he gives most graphic accounts of many events
such as V-Day rejoicings, etc. Nevertheless in spite of his na#trzrﬂ
longing to get home he does seem to be impressed by some t m{?i
in Italy and it is evident that another visit to Rome was n(llos-,_
enjoyable and that opera thrills him. This latter is done 11; ,w‘on er-
ful style out there; in fact Eric King is of opinion that he’ 1as mr:}\;er
seen anything better. His description of a {po‘tball match w ken
a team of Football Association stars played a S.E. Italy XI, mal esi
good reading, thus:  Scattered amongst the K.D. shirts were
splashes of dazzling white of the navy uniforms, whilst heads were
donned with black, blue, red, green ar}d kbakl berets. | Before
the game the Polish band and the Scottish pipers entertained the
spectators.”

Another one who writes in graphic style is Sergt. H. Weight
and he is in Italy too. He says to W.D. (in two letters) that he 1}5
fit and well but they all have the group demob. fever.  Life thoug 1
was much easier and overseas life was not what it was say two
years ago. He sent greetings to all.

tter from “ young ' George Andrews (son of the well
kI'IO\jl“l iﬂitr‘ieG. Andrt:\zr’s ofgthe Bottled Beer Dept.) written from
the West Indies was a very welcome surprise to W.D. The cele-
brations there for Victory Days were mainly ce_:}iebrated with rum,
but he says he would have preferred “S.B.." The Hor LEaF
GAzETTE reached him regularly and he rerad it with interest. Sp(;ljt
of all sorts was indulged in. “Young " George is in the Fleet Air
Arm and Machine Gunner at that.

(ni i Mr. S. Bi ND. As
Sergt. J. Knight has written both Mr. S. Bird and W. _
befits ez;gme}]nber 0% the Brewery Room he wonders if the Firm will
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be brewing a Victory Beer. They have a bottle of Canadian beer
weekly, wines mostly from Palestine, with fantastic names, and
they were receiving English gin which was much preferable to the
Indian brand. He lived in hopes of coming home on leave before
Christmas and being demobbed in the early months of 1045.

Two letters have been received by Mr. C. Bennett from 1..A.C.
R. P. Huddy from India. The V-Day celebrations were very
good and he also enjoyed 16 days in Kashmir. The heat was a
big strain. The bottled beer they received out there was like
cider with a dash of vinegar, but it had after effects, so there must
be something in it. Like many others he was thinking of démob.

Corpl. A. C. Howman writing from Italy to W.D. says they
all have demob. fever out there. He was not too optimistic about
getting home this year, A leave spent in Rome was very enjoyable
and for one thing there was fairly good supplies of beer, although
one had to queue up for it.

_Two Tetters have been received from L.A.C. K. Organ by
W.D. He has spent two years in the Sudan, a very warm spot
indeed, and was due for a move where it would be cooler. Never-
theless he keeps very fit. Beer was scarce and it was mainly
Canadian. Their Victory celebrations were very good and this
is described very graphically (I only wish T had space to give it in
detail—w.n.). ;

A letter from Lieut. R. R. Priddy to W.D. shows that he
has moved to India. He was quite well but was not impressed by
what he had seen of the so-called ** Mysteries of the East.”” They
got an occasional bottle of whisky (Canadian) also beer. . When
writing he had no idea of when he would be home.

_Capt. R. C. Pitts writing from India to W.D. says he is quite
well and he was due home before Christmas. He had plenty to
do and had had some enjoyable times, the time passed quickly.
The summer this year from his point of view was the best he had
spent out there. & i ol £l

Corpl. M. Tilbury writing from Germany to Mr. C. Bennett
remarks that he was kept very busy. . He was hoping to be demobbed.
but expected it would not be until the turn of the year.  Since he
wrote he has been home on leave and was looking very fit indeed.

The sad news has been received by Mr. F. Drury that his-
son Harold is * Missing, believed Drowned.”  Official intimation
has been received by Mr. F. Drury from the War Office to the
efféct that the Japanese had informed them of this. It would:
seem that this happened last autumn, when a boat carrying prisoners:
of war was torpedoed (the: Japs say By the Americans). - Thisis,
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a really terrible blow after such.a long: time: of hopes and. this
intimation has only been received since the Japanese: accepted the
surrender terms. We all feel very sorry for Mr. F. Drury and our
heartfelt sympathy is extended to him on this grievous blow. ...

We are sorry to record the death of Mr. * Joe” Benford ir.
rather tragic circumstances. He was very well known both on
the Brewery and the Club in fact I think practically everyone
knew “‘ Joe.” For a long number of years he had worked in the
Beer Cellars and was a good and conscientious worker. We take
the opportunity to offer our sincere sympathy to his relatives.

A number of our service members have been visiting us lately.
I am informed that C. Palmer and G. Cannings of the Transport
Dept. are now back at work again. Mr. H. Goatley of the Estates
Office is the first member of the staff to be demobbed and he is
starting once again very shortly (he has been away exactly six
years). We saw L/Cpl. C. Wade when he was home after 4 years
or so away and I believe is now in Austria. Another visitor was
Capt. N. H. Lipscombe looking as big as ever but very fit. He is
expecting also to go back to Austria soon. Mr. G. Poole home
from Ireland was expecting demob. in a month or so. Sergt.
P. Loader (R.A.F.) called in wearing three ribbons and it showed
he had travelled round the world a bit. Fortunately for him he
“ missed "’ Singapore. Mr. Tom Kent who is on the Isle of Wight
looked ever so fit when he called in. Probably he will not have
to go overseas now, but it would seem he is not likely to be demobbed
yet awhile. Another was L.A.C. Gray and he was on embarkation
jeave and it was pretty definite he would be going soon to the
Far East. Sergt. H. Oxley has been home from Italy for a month
and has left once again, but whether it would be for “ foreign
parts ’ was not certain. Corpl. S. G. Treacher who came ‘home
from Italy in January is not likely to be sent out again and like

so many others is looking forward to demob. he informed us when

he called.

Football has started once again but so far Reading have
fared very badly, due mainly to not being able to field anything
like the same team each match. It would seem that this will
be a *“ go-between "’ season until perhaps next season when matches
will be played under more normal conditions. Still we hope the
Club will have a successful season in spite of all difficulties.

It is pleasing to record that practically all on the Brewery
worked the two V.].-Days and so enabled many to enjoy a little
celebration that would have been lacking otherwise. In. spite
of this though, many of the pubs could not stand up to the strain
very long and from all accounts the Sunday found practically
all of them in the town and round.about closed. It was probably
the ‘' driest " week-end for Reading for many a long day. - .
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vefertPhie following changes and transfers ha {
: § “have taken place d
the last few months, and to all we wish every success ;B Hiprade

The Brickmakers' Arms, Lane End (Wheeler’
ol EAG ATy " er's Wy
Breweries Ltd.)—Mr. R, W. H gesf s Wycombe

The Windsor Castle : ( ’
hbir Oﬁfle P.H., Windsor (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)

The Pheasant, Highclere (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)—Mrs. K
Streeter. ' Y

The Royal Oak, Whitchurch (H. & G. Si
48 g ( . Simonds, Ltd.)—Mr.

The Carrington Arms, High Wycombe (Wheeler's
Breweries Ltd‘)ﬁ_Mrs,gF_ E-yMcDem{;ot t.ee er's Wycombe

The Lamb, Kingston (H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.)—Mr. C. Warner.

. The Pheasant, Whitley, Reading (H. & G. Si
e g (H. . Simonds, Ltd.)—

The North Star, Slough (H. & G. Si ; . 2
bt ugh ( . Simonds, Ltd.)—Mr. W. F.

The Furze Bush, East Woodhay (H. & Si e
Mr. G. J. Tibbles. vy (H. & Simonds, Ltd)—

The White Lion, Cryers Hill (Wheeler's W sewer
3 combe B
Ltd.)—Mr. R. H. Alderman. i R

The’ Stag and Hounds, Ashford (H. & G. Si [
O N R Motterars (] - Simonds, Ltd.)—

The Royal Oak, Chinnor (Wheeler’ .
¢ Ltd.)—Mr. F. Wells. ( er's Wycombe Breweries

. The Downshire Arms, Easthampstead (H. & G. Si 3
Ltd.)—Mrs. E. M. Surman. i LT,

The Crown, Radnage (Wheeler’s Wycombe B e
Mr. R. J. W. Plumridge. y * Breweries, Ltd.)—

The Anchor, High Wycombe (Wheeler's W :
Ltd.)—Mr. T. W. Anstead(_ ycombe Breweries,

The Crown, Bray (Wheeler's Wycombe B ies
Mr. A. C. Woalmington.: - 4 g R

The Coach and Horses,' High Wycombe (Wh. f
Breweries, Ltd.)—Mr. I-.-: s ]5\:1 ]g:ent.( By

The Red Lion, Lambourn (H. & i
g A ( G. Simonds, Ltd.)—Mr.






