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MR. P. RUFFLES.
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MR. P. RUFFLES.

In normal circumstances it would seem to be an obvious
selection for the portrait of a senior member of the staff of our
Wine and Spirit Department to appear in the frontispiece of the
Christmas issue of this journal, if only to recall the close connection
between ‘that Department and the Festive Seasons of bygone
years, when rich wines were in abundance and spirits could be
obtained without restriction.

The prominence which is again drawn to this section of the
Firm’s business in this publication affords an opportunity, at least,
to reassure patrons that, although supplies are still restricted,
there is a prospect of a larger volume being forthcoming in the not
too distant future.

The matter of equitable distribution and the despatch of
quotas due to customers is one which taxes the resources of the
staff to the uttermost and a large share of this burden falls upon
Mr. P. Ruffles, who has served 22 years in the Wine Stores and,
with a total of 28 years to his credit, is another example of a junior
clerk rising to a position of confidence and responsibility by sheer
ability and merit. Mr. Ruffles is thoroughly acquainted with all
branches of the work and general routine of the cellars, including
the breaking down, blending and bottling of spirits and the
bottling and care of wines. The regulations governing the removal
of excisable liquors are strict and need the most careful observation.
The Department has, therefore, been fortunate in retaining the
services of Mr. Ruffles during the difficult years of war,
particularly when the zoning restrictions were imposed and an
interchange of trade with other merchants was necessary. He is
mainly occupied with the stock-taking records and the supervision
of the despatch of all goods to Branches and local trade.

As a member of the St. John Ambulance Brigade and the
holder of CertificAtes and Medallion, Mr. Ruffles has taken a keen
interest in first aid work, and was one of the first to help with the
training and formation of the Brewery First Aid Party, of which
he took the leadership during the later years of the war. Through-
out the war he has served with the Earley First Aid Party, also
with the Rescue Service. The necessity for active participation in
those services having passed, he hopes again next summer to
indulge in his favourite pastime of week-end camping and -
swimming. For the present he is contenting himself during leisure
hours with a game of billiards, of which he is a great exponent.
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Take a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft
infirmities—The Bible.

CHAT fr o

THE EDITOR'S CHAIR
(By C.H P)

A Haprpy CHRISTMAS !

To the ever-increasing army of reader

GAzeTTE I wish the old, gold w%;h—A Hap?)yOfCI'tl?iztnI'-lIa(.}sP 8£1§A§
Bright and Prosperous New Year. There will be many vacant
chairs, T know, and our sympathy goes out to those whose famil
circle will not include some of the old, familiar and loved facesy
But these dear boys died that others might live. Of each one we
may say : He died with a high heart, with his face towards the
enemy, gomng towards the light of human liberty !

Troops’ CHRISTMAS FARE : No CHANGE.

Although troops at home and overseas wi i
traditional Christmas fare, NAAFI is not in : gogiiiSEriooiuthellr
extra quantities this year. World food and transport shortppeys
have decreed that the range and quantities of Christmas itaefns
must remain the same as for 1944. NAAFI has arranged for ever
Service man and woman dining in mess on Christmas Day tg
have :—In the United Kingdom: One egg for breakfast at
least 5 ozs. of poultry, 4 ozs. of Christmas pudding and one mince
pie. Overseas: 4 ozs. of poultry (canned), 4 ozs. of Christmas
pudding and 1 oz. of mincemeat. There will be nuts and fresh
fruit according to local supplies, BAOR troops are to have an
::tel;atsr%gzlrorlz{ of chocgéate,‘gllt there will be no extra chocolate or

_ r Home units, troops will get oranges ing
their availability. Beer prospects are googd. Loca% brggfiiggsué%ei?
seas are producmg‘we]l. At home, bottled beer is expected to be
g:_ ;Egll;it: sgle[;ply,_lc[hlljtflyddue to bottle-shortage, but it is hoped that

- beer will be adequate. The creation of the Ve -
sphere in NAAFI clubs and canteens will depend lai'?gll;coih?l?e
mnitiative of NAAFT managers and manageresses and W.V.S. club
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liaison officers. The NAAFI clubs are arranging their own
programmes of games, competitions and general entertainments,
and most of them hope to have decorated Christmas trees. NAAFI
has greatly simplified Christmas gift shopping for the troops by
means of its chain of overseas gift shops. These shops have no
queueing, The serving man or woman selects the gift, pays for
it, and has it packed and dispatched in successive stages without
having to leave the premises. In some areas the W.V.S. members
serving as liaison officers in NAAFI clubs take troops on conducted
“ shopping tours,” advising them on gift-selection and economical

buying.

Tue Last WORD.

Remember, friend, when passing by,

As you are now, so once was L.

As I am now, soon you will be,

Prepare for death and follow me.

A man, after reading the above on a tombstone, wrote under-
neath :—
To follow you I'm not content,
Until I know which way you went,

OricIN OF ‘“ TUMBLER.”

The word “ tumbler ” dates back to Elizabethan days. It
was then considered courteous to drain one’s glass when drinking
a toast. To ensure this being done, a new type of glass became
popular with a round or pointed base, which made it tumble over
when put down. We still use “ tumblers ”' to-day, but they now
have flat bases—no one wishes to risk spilling the precious contents,
particularly if they are of the Hop Leaf brand.

And there are other kinds of *“ tumblers ” that you may often
see ovar the Brewery. * They are tumbler pigeons, and the way
they tumble down in the air is interesting to watch.

NEeeED For UNITY.

It would be true to say that throughout the Empire there is a
firm conviction that the need for its unity is as great to-day as it
was during the war—if not greater. Yet, just as the spirit of
resistance to foreign tyranny required a Churchill to give it
effective direction, so the peace-time fight for the Empire’s
survival calls for the best in leadership and organising ability that
the Mother Country and the Dominions can produce. The people
of the British nations have to realise that, in the post-war world,
isolation means doom, and that only in the closest economic and
military unity can they achieve the purposes for which so many
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of their best men died. From World War No. 2 have emerged a
pair of Titans—Russia, the greatest land-power in the East; the
United States, the strongest naval, aerial and economic power in
the West. If they are willing to co-operate they, with the British
Empire, can place a distracted world firmly on the path to peaceful
progress, just as between them the three eliminated Fascism. If
the two giants are only out for loot—in markets, strategic bases
and “ spheres of influence ''—the Empire must rely upon itself
to preserve that way of life, those spiritual and material resources
which alone stood up to a victorious Germany and made pnssiblé
the ultimate victory of both Russia and the United States
Indw_:dually we of the British nations, even Britain herself, canno{
exercise an influence on world affairs comparable with those of
Russia and America. As a group of nations we are comparable
with any Power on earth. If our great ideals of international
co-operation are realised we are going forward into a world better
than we have ever known. If, unhappily, these hopes are not to
be achieved, we, the British peoples, have nothing to fear provided
we stick closely together.

CorroraL E. CHANDLER, R.A.S.C.

News has been received of the death of Cpl. Edward Chandler
R.A.S.C., whilst still a prisoner of war in Japanese hands. Before
joining the Forces in 1940, Cpl. Chandler was employed in our
Transport Department. He was a keen footballer and a member
of the Sports Club. Cpl. Chandler is the son of one of our oldest
and most popular draymen, and he leaves a widow and daughter
(4% years’ old) for whom the greatest sympathy is felt.

Hicu Honours For our A.R.P. OFFICER.

In August a very high honour was bestowed on Mr. C. G
(Laurie) Lawrence, of the Surveyor’s Department, when he was
elect_ed an As_sociate Fellow of the Institute of Civil Defence, which
carries with it the right to append the letters A.F.I.C.D. after his
name. “ Laurie " has been with the Company over a quarter of a
century, and during the whole of the War period was our A.R.P
and Fireguard Officer. In addition, he joined the rorst Rocket
A.A. Battery at 1its inception, and received his Commission in
October, 1943, when he was appointed Troop Commander, and
later, Admmistration Officer. He still takes a very active interest
in Civil Defence matters, being Hon. Secretary to “ No. 6 ”* Home
Guard Club, Hon. Secretary to the Reading Spotters’ Club, and
Hon. Secretary to the Southern Regional Council of the National
Association of Spotters’ Clubs, which body is affiliated to the Air
League of the British Empire, and controls all Spotters’ Clubs in
Berks, Bucks, Oxon, Hants, Dorset and the Isle of Wight.

Congratulations, *“ Laurie ** !
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Home rroM BUurMA |

There were unparalleled scenes at the Great Western Railway
Station and all along the route right away to Brock Barracks
when we welcomed the Royal Berkshire Regiment on their return
from Burma. The enthusiasm was unbounded, and the heroes
were very gratified at the welcome accorded them by the town and
county. At the station they had a civic reception, and at the
Barracks the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire (Mr. H. A. Benyon) was
there to greet them. A bounteous meal was ready for these brave
men and our Directors thoughtfully treated them to an ample
supply of beer. :

MEMORIES OF IQOT.

The welcome accorded the Burma men reminded us of the
time, 1gor, when the Berkshire Volunteers returned from South
Africa after twelve months’ arduous duty at the front. The scenes
then witnessed were thus described in a local paper: “ Such a
scene of enthusiasm as that shown when the Volunteers emerged
from the Great Western Railway Station has never been witnessed
in Reading before, and certain it is that a larger gathering of people
has never been brought together in the Station Road and Blagrave
Street than that which assembled to do the honours. It was one
of the most impressive sights we have ever seen, and must have
afforded those in whose honour the people assembled the utmost
satisfaction.” The report goes on to say that Capt. Ewen and
Lts. R. J. Clarke and F. A. Simonds were warmly welcomed at
Southampton before entraining for Reading. At Reading they
were welcomed by Sir Thomas Paisley, Bart., Adjutant of the
Volunteers, and Capt. Horwood, Adjutant of the 4gth Regimental
District, whilst a guard-of-honour was formed of Berkshire
Volunteers under the command of Capt. J. H. Cooper, Capt. A. S.
Cooper and Lt. B. A. Collins. At the Town Hall the company
was welcomed by the Mayor (Mr. A. H. Bull), the High Sheriff
(Mr. Blackall Simonds), the Deputy Mayor (Mr. W. Poulton) and
members of the Corporation.

FeepING THE BIrRDS !

As I sat by my window writing these notes, blue tits, great tits,
sparrows, greenfinches, chaffinches and greedy starlings were
eagerly feeding only a few feet away. They come to greet me
every morning when I go out to feed them. And I must tell you
an amusing story about  Feeding the Birds.” The lady of the
house had minced a plate of meat. The man came home, anfi
thinking it was a fine meal for the birds, placed the food on his
bird table. Dozens and dozens of delighted birds had a great
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feed and when the missus returned home the bird lover met her,
his face lit up with real pleasure, and he said ; ‘‘ That was kind of
you to prepare such a fine spread for my birds!” The lady
appeared puzzled, and asked : ‘“ What food? ” The puzzled man
replied : “ That meat you so kindly minced.” The lady was
flabbergasted, and exclaimed : *“ You fool—that was our dinner ! ”’

Collapse of the bird lover.

MoNTHLY ENTERTAINMENTS.

Our Social Club is indeed the centre of much enjoyable activity,
and great credit is due to Mr. W. Bradford for the admirable
arrangements he makes for the recreation of the members, all of
whom are much indebted to the Club’s indefatigable Hon.
Secretary. The next of the monthly socials, which are being held
throughout the winter months, is due to take place on Saturday,
January 5th, also February 2nd and March 2nd.

The entertainments are always thoroughly enjoyed, and all
members are eligible to attend.

SociarL CLUB’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY.

November 11th, 1945, was the 25th anniversary of the forming
of the Social Club. To mark this occasion a Social was held in
the Concert Room on Saturday, November 1oth, from 7.30 to
11 p.m., which was well attended and thoroughly appreciated.
Each member attending was given a voucher for refreshments to
the value of 2s. 6d. to drink to the further success of the social
activities.

All people present declared it to be a thoroughly enjoyable
evening.

Many KIND LETTERS.

It would be ungrateful of me if I did not acknowledge in these
pages the numerous very kind letters I have received concerning
the contents of the Hop LEAF GazeTTE. These letters, couched in
the most complimentary terms, have come from almost all over
the world, and T do thank the writers for all the kind things they
have said. May the Hop Leaf brands and the Hor LEAF GAZETTE
long continue! And, with regard to the production of the
GazeTTE, may I, too, thank all who have rendered me such willing
assistance. Nor must I forget to mention our printers, Messrs.
Bradley, of the Crown Press. I fear I call on them very often,
but I always receive the most competent and courteous help
which make the visits a real pleasure. We have passed through
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very difficult times, and when the paper shortage was at its worst
it sometimes looked as if, for a time, at any rate, the Hor LeaFr
GazeTTE would cease to be. However, we have always had a
square deal with Messrs. Bradley, which is only typical of a firm
with so high a reputation.

SuGGESTION Box.

As pointed out in the Employees’ Handbook, there is a
Suggestion Box (specially marked for the purpose) inside the main
entrance to the Brewery offices. Any suggestions of a practical
nature affecting the production and distribution of beers_, etc., or
for the improvement of the general working of the business will
receive every consideration. All such suggestions must bear the
signature of the employee concerned. Cash awards will be paid
for suggestions which are considered to be of merit and are
adopted.

THE LATE MRS. H. SIMONDS Dt BRETT.

We deeply regret to record the passing away of the wife of
Brig.-General H. Simonds de Brett, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., R.A, at
Bletchley, on November 6th.

The following notice appeared in The Times :—

“peE BRETT.—On Nov. 6, 1045, at Bletchley, ALICE
Maup, dearly loved wife of BRIGADIER-GENERAL
H. S. pE Brerr (late Royal Artillery). Funeral,
Spelthorne St. Mary, Thorpe, Surrey, 2.30 p.m.,
Friday, Nov. 9.”

It is a sad coincidence that Mrs. de Brett died at the moment
when arrangements were being made for her to travel back to
Malta, where her husband is Chairman of our Associated Company,
Messrs. Simonds-Farsons, Limited.

H. & G. SIMONDS PAYS 29 MORE AT 20%

NET PROFIT RISES I49%, TO [219,025.

An increase of 2 per cent. to 20 per cent. in the total Ordinary
dividend for the year ended 3oth September, 1945, is announced
by our Company.

A preliminary statement shows the net profit at £219,025, a
rise of just over I4 per cent., compared with the previous years
£191,801,

The Annual Meeting will take place at noon on December 17th.
Issued capital is £2,000,000, of which £800,000 is in £I Ordinary
units (quoted at 104s.).
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THE LATE CHARLES WESTALL.
(Photograph on page 52).

We deeply regret the death of Mr. Charles Westall, which
occurred at the age of sixty-four.

Mr. Westall, who leaves a widow, joined the firm in June,
1912. He rejoined the Colours at the beginning of the first
Great War, serving through the duration, being released on
May 2nd, 1921, when he continued his duties at the Brewery. He
had a meritorious record of service with the Royal Marines and
on the occasion of the visit of the Prince of Wales, now Duke of
Windsor, to the Brewery, he was signalled out for special
attention from the Prince, who was much interested in his war
ribbons, and asked him several questions about his campaigns.

The death of Charles is keenly felt by his colleagues, with
whom he was very popular, and Mr. James Crocker, his chief,
says he was a loyval and conscientious servant of the Firm. His
duties in the Fermenting Department were performed in a most
praiseworthy manner. The funeral service at St. Bartholomew’s
Church was attended by his fellow-workers, and the remains were
interred in the old Reading cemetery. There were numerous
floral tributes. Requiescat in Pace.

E. K.

GRAND DANCE in THE TOWN HALL,
FRIDAY, MARCH I[5th, 1946.

Preliminary Notice. 1

A Granp DaNcE is being arranged for Friday,
March 15th, 1946, in the LArRGE Town HarL.

The event is being organised to celebrate the return
from the Forces of many members of the Staff.

The Dance Banp of the Rovar HorsE GUARDS
(Blues) will be in attendance.

Limited number of tickets will be available for friends
of employees.

Prices and further details will be announced later.

.......................................
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SOME WEST AFRICAN EXPERIENCES.
GRAPHIC STORY BY CAPTAIN P, F. M. DAWSON, R.N, (retd.)

When I first learnt in September, 1944, that I was destined
for the West African Station I received the news with very mixed
feelings. 1 was going to Freetown, and the vast majority of my
friends and shipmates who had been there, drew a pretty black
picture of the place. However, I had not been abroad during the
War, and my previous Service experience had told me that it
always paid in the end to go to the place for which one had been
selected without any palaver.

ALL THREE SERVICES REPRESENTED.

I sailed from Gourock early in November, and was in charge
of a draft of about 400 men. The trooper was very crowded, but
I discovered to my satisfaction that one great advantage of being
O.C. of a draft was a cabin to myself. All three Services were
represented in the ship, and the R.AF. contingent was very much
in the majority, and included a Gang Show which gave us several
excellent performances on the voyage. I was interested to learn
the different attitude to security adopted by the Army and R.AF.
as opposed to that of the Navy. Whereas all my sailors knew
they were destined for Freetown, the Army and R.A.F. had no
idea of their destination before they came on board. They soon
learnt when they had been half-an-hour in the ship. After we had
been five days at sea, and I asked an Army officer where he was
bound, he only mentioned “ Freetown in a whisper, having
made quite sure that there was no one within hearing distance !

PLEASANTLY SURPRISED.

In due course we arrived at Freetown, spending a couple of
days at Gibraltar en route. 1 was very pleasantly surprised at my
first view of the place. The entrance to the harbour is very wide,
though there is a large stretch of shoal water on the northern side.
The northern shores are flat, but on the southern side, where
Freetown is situated, the hills, covered with tropical vegetation,
rise to goo feet behind the town. The harbour itself is magnificent,
providing a deep water anchorage for at least zoo ships. It was
of first-rate importance when all the big military convoys were
going round the Cape.

SIERRA LEONE.

The Colony of Sierra Leone, which comes next in importance
to Nigeria and the Gold Coast, has an area of 27,900 square miles,
and a population of nearly 2,000,000 people. Freetown, the capital,
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has a population of 56,000, the majority of whom are Creoles
—descendants of slaves liberated in British territory or rescued by
the Royal Navy from slave ships. Sierra Leone is still largely
undeveloped, though a considerable amount of palm kernels and
palm oil are exported every year. These provide the oil used in
the manufacture of margarine, soap and cattle cake. Other
products are chrome, pepper, piassava, diamonds, iron ore and
gold. In 1942, the Americans began the building of a deep water
quay at Freetown and when this is completed it will greatly
increase the commercial importance of the Colony. The British
Government are fully alive to the future development of the
West African Colonies, for in 1940 an Act of Parliament provided
that over £11,000,000, which had been lent to them, should be

_converted into free gifts. Furthermore, a sum of £50,000,000 was

voted to be given to the Colonies during the subsequent decade to
help them to develop their resources, and to improve their
standard of living.”

HIGH HUMIDITY.

The climate is hot, with a high humidity. During the dry
season, from November to March, the temperature is practically
constant at 87° by day, and 82° at night, but, in the rains, which
are at their greatest intensity in July, August and September, it
frequently falls as low as 75°  Sierra Leone is well known as the
“ White Man’s Grave,” and up to about 1850, it was notoriously
unhealthy, but modern science and anti-malarial research have
vastly improved the living conditions. It is recorded that during
the first half of the nineteenth century no fewer than thirteen
Governors and Acting Governors died while they were on duty or
on their way home. An outbreak of yellow fever in 1823 was
fatal to eighty-nine Europeans out of a hundred and fifty, the
three medical officers all dying within a fortnight.

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.

The Naval Base, which has been entirely constructed during
the War, is situated about three miles from the centre of Freetown,
near the village of Kissy. It consists of a dockyard and naval
barracks with accommodation for 1,200 men. My appointment
was as Executive Officer of the Barracks. At the time of my
arrival this place was still incomplete, though fully occupied, and
in the midst of its teething troubles. The site had been cleared
out of the bush, and the buildings, which were of the Lagos hut
and bungalow type, were widely dispersed as a precaution against
air attack, Two football, a hockey and a cricket ground supplied
the recreational facilities and were always in great demand, as
they were used by the personnel of the escort flotilla in addition
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to the barracks complement, but the chief amenity was the
cinema, which seated 400 persons. The cinema programme
changed twice weekly, and ENSA shows visited us approximately
every six weeks, Later the new port Radar Officer, who was a
cinema engineer in private life, made a considerable improvement
in the reception of the films, and we had many requests from the
other Services to visit our shows,

WEST AFRICAN NAVY.

One of my most interesting experiences was the control of the
West African naval ratings. When it was decided to develop West
African man-power for the Forces it was agreed that the Army
should have the choice of recruiting the literates, the pick of all
the Colonies. This was only right as they required them for
fighting in Burma, where they made a good name for themselves,
whereas the Navy required recruits for shore duty to relieve white
man-power for sea service. The Army chose the majority of their
recruits from the villages and up-country tribes, who are physically
and morally a far finer type than the Freetown “ boys.” AslI
mentioned previously these people are descendants of liberated
slaves who first landed in the Colony in May, 1787. They had
sailed from Portsmouth in February of that year accompanied
by 60 white women of an abandoned type. Another party
followed in 1791 from Nova Scotia. Consequently their back-
ground was hardly of the best, and a large number of them are
liars and thieves of the first water! We had a good many in the
West African Navy to our lasting sorrow. Most of them speak a
form of pidgin English, but it is extremely difficult to understand,
and there are so many different native languages, about 24 in all
I believe, that it is impossible to rely on an interpreter.
Consequently the conduct of defaulters and requestmen was a
considerable trial on one’s patience.

THEFTS GALORE.,

In my early days I was amazed at the number of cases of theft,
large and small, with which I had to deal. Fortunately these cases
had their humorous side or some of us would have gone ““ round
the bend.” I well remember a case of a West African accused of
stealing. The charge read : “ Did steal six tins of pilchards, the
property of His Majesty.” When I heard the words of the charge
I looked out towards the north and wondered if Their Majesties
would be short of fish for breakfast that week ! Although all
officers and men were warned of the prevalence of theft on their
arrival on the station there were hardly any who did not find
some of their personal possessions missing in the first few weeks.
On one occasion a thief broke into the Officers’ Club and cut away






