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THE FRONT COVER PICTURE : 

Our cover picture shows the new inn sign which is to be used by 
some of our houses which are called " The Lamb." 

This pictorial representation is a mixture of ancief!t and modern. 
The lamb itself was painted by an unknown artist and is the 
existing sign at " The Lamb " at Hartley Wintney in Hampshire : 
the rural background was painted by Mr. C. Pierce, who has 
painted a number of our signs. 

Courtesy of the Simonds family archives 
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] j; d i l o r i a l 

The New Era. 

The most importa nt book in th\: house l'or thl· pust lirtcen years has been the 
ration book- now il has been t luow r1 o rrl. lt sr r·vrd us vw ll and fa irly, but nobody 
regrets its passing. 

Its pass ing, however, reminds us that W\: lr:r v~: L' lll l'l't·d :r m·w nn one o r peace, 
we a ll hope certain ly one o r plent y. 1\ n ~.; r;r wlu.: n "short supply" nnd " under 
the cou nter " arc just memories, un pleasant m~.; m(JI'i <.:s ol' th<.: k <ul y<.:ars. 

They were the years, a lso, when salesmanship was mea ningless, when there was 
little need to coax o r cosset the customer beca use there was hardly enough to go 
a round. 

Now all that has been changed. Today everybody who sells for a living- the 
grocer and the innkeeper, as well as the great nation wide selling organisations 
must use salesmanship to attract custom in this new era of plenty. 

The Persollality of the lnn. 

Our trade is, perhaps, the most competitive of all. Changed social conditions 
tend to keep people at home more than ever : the Inn is no longer "the only 
place to go in the evening." 

The most important man in our selling o rganisation is the Landlord. It is he 
who sets his personality upon his house. It is he who sets the pace- it is the " live " 
Landlord who has a live house. 

In a recent tour of our houses it was interesting and instructive to learn the 
different ways in which Landlords who study the wishes of their customers 
maintained and increased the business of their house. Frequently it was darts, 
sometimes skittles, once it was the stocking of a pond with fi sh ; again it was 
connected with choir practice : whatever it was, it was salesmanship and the results 
were plain to be seen. 

Competition is healthy ; it is good fo r everyone ; we have the right kind of 
product and in this competitive age there is no doubt that enthusiasm and interest 
will pay big dividends. 

THE EDITOR 
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The Building Department 

MEN AT WORK 

One of the more picturesque activities of 
the Building Department at Reading- the 
production of inn signs, and signs of 
every other description , too- is ca rried 
on in the signwriter's shop off Bridge 
Street. 

Passers-by, children in particular, pass
ing willingly or unwillingly as the case 
may be, to school, peer through the 
windows from the street outside into this 

artistic corner and find the sight of these 
" men at work "-incidentally two very 
c heerful characters-an irresistible 
attraction. 

" The children are our sternest critics 
and are never slow to give . their opinion 
and to point out any mistake which they 
may think we have made," said Albert 
Stagoll , sign and glass writer of 22 years' 
experience, who admitted that he is not 

In the Sigmvriters' Shop : Bert S tago/1 
at work upon a sign for the " White 

H art " at Sherfield, near Basing
stoke, whilst his colleague, 

Syd Baggs, looks on admiringly. 



above taking advice occasiona lly fro m :1 
juvenile critic if he thinks it is justified . 

With him works Sydney Baggs, sign
writer and grainer, 42 years with the firm , 
and the third generation of his family in 
the signwriting craft. 

This is typical of the Department and 
our entire organisation where ha ppi ly 
long service is the rule. Among th t: 
Department's labour fo rce of aro und 
about 50, are many veterans with i m
pressive records of service and long years 
of experience of their c rafts, who prov ide 
between them a wealth of practical 
knowledge. 

Differing Activities. 

Under the direction of the Chief 
Surveyor, Captain A. S. Drewe, the 
Building Department has Mr. Frederick 

Three of our painters at 
work redecorating the 

"Anglers Arms/ ' 
Newtown, Reading. 

"Ern" Lowe, Charge
Hand Fred Anglis 

(42 years in our 
service) and 

Harry Seymour. 
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H. Alien as Clerk of Works in charge, with 
Mr. Arthur Rice- another ve teran- as his 
genera l assistant. 

Aeliv ities differing widely in their nature 
and their size are undertaken- anything 
f'r<J III litling a new lock spring or repairing 
:1 brokt:n sash to carrying out a major 
:ll ll.:r:1t ion or :1ddition within the .Brewery, 
togct hn with close co-operation with the 
('h icr (' lcrk or Work ~ in charge of our 
many propcrlics clscwhere in the Borough 
or Reading. 

1' /w " /Jig l •'rtwzo Up." 

Maintenance and decoration of the 
Brewery's buildings, licensed ho uses and 
Brewery private properties- the official 
title for houses and cottages occupied by 
members of our staff- are all cared for by 
these handymen. In addition, they have 
to deal with occasional emergences such 
as the recent " big freeze up " which 

provided more than 100 incidents for the 
plumbers to cope with " and was," says 
Mr. Alien, " a severe strain on our 
resources and in its effect the most serious 
of its kind since pre-war days." 

Carpenters, plumbers, bricklayers, 
paperhangers, painters and labourers all 
play their part and some of them are 
pictured at their tasks. 

In the Carpenters' Shop : three more veterans with 
nearly 90 years' service between them. 
Left to right : E(iward Tate (saw in hand) ; Jim 
Green (in the background), and Stewart Lee. 

Wafter (" Ginger ") Shurvil/e , 20 years in our 
service, and six years a labourer in this Department, 
assembling the pole and frame for a new inn sign. 

In the Wood Machine Shop : 
Left to right : Wood Machinist Alfred Vicars at 
work preparing timber for the joiners, whilst another 
of the department's veterans, Charge Hand 
Carpenter Wi/liam Hinton, examines a section of 
moulding. 



From a Needle to a n Ancltor. 
Last, but not least by a ny mea 11 ~. 11111.,1 

be mentioned the sto rekeeper, Willi a111 
Cockbill, 14 years presiding in l hl· StOI'l' 
and 35 years in o ur service. In hi s ca rd'ul 
custody there a re norma lly over 2.500 to 
3,000 different items which cover the wlwk 
range of materia l requ ired in the buildin g 
t rade from tin tacks and pane I p ins 11 p 

ln the Stores : Messrs. 
Alien, Rice and Cockbill 
air their views on a 
couple of patterns. 

Storekeeper Bill 
Cockbill trimming a 
roll of wallpaper on the 
trimming mac/tine. 

wa rds. Some of them, such n., wa llpaper, 
pa int and ironmongery, an: in large 
quantities sufficient for the genera l main
t l' ll:lnce and decoration of the Brewery 
and our residential hotels, licensed houses 
nnd priva te properties, a nd not only cover 
t IH· mTds of the Building D epartmen t, but 
nl 'l' p1ovi!k :1 centra l emergency sto re for 
' ' "~' lhl l!l ll' ho ut our area. 

THE KEEPER OF THE KEYS 

The Tower of London is not, of course, 
a Simonds house, but Hop Leaf products 
have been available in the Yeomen 
Warders' Club fo r many years. 

Our picture shows M r. A. C. Griffin, 
the newly-appointed Chief Wa rder of the 
Tower, who replaces Mr. Arthur Cook on 
his retirement. 

The new Chief Warder is a veteran of 
the two World Wars. He was born in 
Cape Town, and joined the Royal Signals 
at the age of I 6. Mr. Griffin is the man 
who will carry out each night the 700-year
old Ceremony of the Keys. 

The Chief Wa rder is responsible fo r the 
clothing, duties and discipline of the 
other 37 Yeoman Warders who wear 
Tudor costumes on ceremonia l occasions 
a nd undress uniform at other t imes. 

Mr. Griffin will l ive in a modern six
roomed flat a t the top of the Byward 
Tower. 

Mr. Wheadon and his valuable discovery. 
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LAl\'DLORD'S LUCKY PURCHASE 

The little village of Ham, in Wiltshire, was 
all agog recently with rumours, reporters 
and photographers wben it became known 
that Mr. H. J. (Ginger) Wheadon, 
licensee of the village inn , " The C rown 
and Anchor," had come into possession 
of a perfectly preserved hand cornmill , 
made in I 608, and valued at £1,500. 

Mr. Wheadon, who runs the village 
store as well as the inn, attended a local 
auction and bought the old curio for £12. 
A short time afterwards he was offered 
£500 for it, a nd subsequently an expert 
valued it at about £ 1,500. Jt had been 
stored in an o ld cottage near the village 
since its usefulness finished well over a 
hundred years ago. 

The Only One. 

Mr. Wheadon has not yet decided what 
to do with the cornmill. There is only 
one li ke i t in a museum in this country, 
a nd that one is incomplete. The R eading 
Museum of R ural Life are extremely 
interested in the discovery and have 
offered to treat the wood so that i t wi ll 
not crumble. 

T he hand cornmill was the normal way 
of grinding corn during the 17th Cen tury, 
before the inventi.on of steel rolling mills 
in 1753. 

Mr. Wheadon has since spoken about 
the mill and how he discovered it in 
a B.B.C. programme. 



Simonds and t-he Jt'a,l/da.ud Islands 

FROM AN ARTICLE BY MR. D. J. CI.A ICI\ , 

a Reading man, who is Manager at the Falkland l slanc/s company l)epot i11 Port Stanley. 

Eight thousand miles away across the 
world the people of the Falkland Islands 
drink and enjoy "Hop Leaf". products 
from the Reading Brewery. This little, 
far-off, but vital part of Great Britain's 
possessions beyond the seas has been 
receiving regular consignments of bottled 
beer from us for many years. Now hogs
heads of XXXXX beer are being sent 
there as well. 

The islands cover an area of 4,618 
square miles, about 300 miles from the 
tip of South America, and have a total 
population of only 2,250, of which 
approximately 1 ,250 live in the capital, 
Stanley, where the five public houses 
stock our beers. 

The country is similar to the north of 
Scotland and the temperature seldom 
exceeds 70°F. 

Radio Telephones. 
The main industry of the islands is 

sheep farming and the farms are wide-

spread and up ti ll a shorl time ago 
extremely isolated. Of ]ale, however, 
radio-telephone sets have been installed 
at all farms and an air service is in full 
operation with two seaplanes flying nearly 
every day. Peat is the only economical 
fuel as coal costs about £30 per ton. 

Sport on the islands is governed to a 
large extent by the weather. In summer 
months a football league is run with 
three teams. There are two Badminton 
clubs in Stanley, and squash has recently 
been introduced. The highlight of the 
year is the two-day race meeting held 
every Christmas on Stanley racecourse. 

Serious crime is almost non-existent in 
the Falklands and any there is is dealt 
with by a Chief of Police, a sergeant and 
five policemen. 

Famous Battles. 
In the last two great World Wars 

Stanley has found itself of the greatest 

Falkland Islands climate 
is like that of the Outer 
H ebrides, as also the 
the landscape as can be 
seen from this view. 

importance as a refuelling base for 
British warships. 

On 8th D ecember, 1914, the famous 
battle of the Falkland Islands took place 
when the German fleet commanded by 
Admiral von Spee was defeated by the 
British fleet under Admiral Sturdee. That 
memorable day is still celebrated as a 
public holiday. 

There is no rationing in the islands 
and mutton particularly is very plentiful 
at 4td. per pound. Most goods have to 
be imported, and this is where the 
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Stanley, the Capital, and 
its harbour. 

Stanley Cathedral and 
Ross Road. 

The School House at 
Filzroy Selllemenl, East 
Falklands. 

(All photographs C opyright by the 
Falkland Islands Co. ) · 

s.s. Fitzroy (a steamer of some 853 tons 
and owned by the Falkland Islands Co. 
Ltd.) plays a very important part in the 
life of the colony. 

Passengers, cargo and mail from the 
United Kingdom travel either from Tilbury 
or Southampton in one of the Royal Mail 
Line vessels to Montevideo. Here all 
cargo is transhipped and passengers must 
leave the great liner and board the 
s.s. Fitzroy for the last stage of their 
8,000 mile journey- a journey which 
takes almost four weeks to complete. 



These t wo groups from the Bottling Department 
at Staines give a good idea of the happy kind of 
evening it was. 

ROYAL VISIT TO MALTA 

During the recent visit of Her Majesty 
The Queen to the George Cross Island, 
Marquis Sicluna, Chairman of our 
Associate Company, Simonds-Farsons
Cisk Ltd., Malta, had the honour of being 
presented to Her Majesty. 

At a subsequent State Ball given by 
His Excellency the Governor of Malta, 
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Staff 

AT STAINES 

Th e.: /\nnual Dance or the Staines Branch 
proved :t thoro ughly successful evening 
which was greatly enjoyed by all who 
attended. !\ first class Caba ret Show 
helped to ensure its success. 

" What a tableful ! Some of our tenants from the 
Staines Branch Area facing a pleasant prospect for 
the evening. 

Mr. Lewis Farrugia, Managing Director 
of the Brewery, and Mrs. Farrugia, were 
amongst the few invited to the Blue Room 
for presentation to Her Majesty The 
Queen and H.R.H. The Duke of 
Edinburgh. 

Capt. Mizzi, a Director of the Company, 
represented the villagers of Naxxar in 
offering a bouquet to the Queen on 
another occasion during the Royal visit. 

Parties and Dances 

AT LONDON 

The London Branch Annual Staff Party 
and Dance was attended by Mr. A. E. 
Wake, Manager of the Branch Depart
ment, Reading, and his wife as guests of 
honour. Party games, dancing and an 
excellent buffet ensured the success of the 
evening. 

A view of the top table included Mr. and Mrs. Wake 
and Mr. Penlerick, the London Manager, and 
Mrs. Penlerick. 
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A cheerful picture from the London Party . 

" Tell us another one ! " This picture captures 
the happy spirit of the evening. 

NEW POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

The Home Secretary, Sir D avid Maxwell 
Fyfe, G.c.v.o., Q.c., M.P., visited Frame 
recently to open the new Police Head
quarters there. Subsequently, he and 
other disti nguished guests were entertained 
to a buffet lunch provided by Mr. Farrell, 
our Manager at the George Hotel, Frome. 

Sir David turns the key. 



A di.fj'erent kind of holiday at a 

lotv cost 

Holidays are topical : Mr. A. E. Wake, 
Manager of the Branch Department , 
Reading, has a new slant on holidays which 
may prove both interesting and invaluahle 
to those who are considering a d(f/erent 
kind of holiday this year. 

My particular holiday preference is 
for places which are shown as brown, 
dark brown and very dark brown on 
maps- hills, high hills, and if these a re 
high enough to be mountains so much the 
better. The Alps have always fascinated 
me, and when I indulge in the pleasure of 
free and fa nciful fireside travelling is it 
surprising that Austria, Switzerland and 

France a re the frequent places in my 
itinera ries ? 

Mark you, ! 'm no mountaineer, and 
whilst I envy those who with rope and 
axe sca le incred ibly difficult heights, or 
with ski career down a larmingly steep 
slopes o r make traverses of complete 
ranges, nature has depri ved me of a good 
head for heights, thus my walks in the 
mountains are, generally speaking, con
fined to well defined and easy paths. 
These are, of course, far less exciting but, 
to me, just as stimulating. 

The Franz Senn Hut in 
!he Austrian Tyrol. 

No language difficulty 

Organi sed conducted 
tours, admirable as they are, 
are heavier on the purse 
than by pursuing a more 
independent line- which is 
infinitely more fun whether 
you walk, cycle or when 
Anno Domini takes its to11, 
go by car. 

I have found that a few 
elementa ry words of Ger
man and French, sufficient 
to ask the way or for a 
meal and bed, a re enough 
to enable one to get around. 

A view of Lake Tlum which Mr. Wake look 
from his tent. 

To find, by your own initiative some 
delightful spot, way off the well-grooved 
tourist track- a balconied room over
loo king a sunlit valley, with a background 
of Tyrolean villages and snow covered 
peaks, and all this at a tithe of the cost 
in the popular resorts, is a stimulating 
and satisfying experience. 

Take your Bicycle 

If a bicycle is your transport medium, 
what can be· more pleasant than quietly 
ambling along some valley with a sparkling 
bubbling mountain stream as your 
companion, each bend in the road bring
ing a fresh view, whilst from the steep 
hillsides a dozen waterfalls pour down 
their contribution to the stream that 
perhaps finds its way to the mighty rivers, 
the Rhine, Rhone or Danube. 

Bicycles are well cared for on the 
Continent : they are t reated with far 
more respect than on British Railways, 
and the freight charges a re extremely 
reasonable. 

Avoid, as far as you can, the main trunk 
roads- they are far less interesting and 
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carry a lot of fast moving traffic with 
drivers who appear to be singularly lack
ing in manners, and drive with gay 
abandon. 

Mountain Hotels 

If you go to Austria then you need not 
be a mountaineer to climb one of the 
easier and well defined paths to one of the 
numerous and well run D.O.A.V. Huts, 
which a re really rather plain Mountain 
Hotels in superb positions, and where you 
can find accommodatio n in the heart of 
the mountains at infinitesimal cost, taking 
your own provisions or making use of the 
catering provided. 

If camping appeals to you, there are 
crowds of excellent sites situated in the 
most delightful parts. The Swiss produce 
a most handy and exhaustive sites list , 
giving all the information you need to 
know. Tt is not necessa ry to take your 
impedimenta by car ; simply consign it as 
registered baggage to the nearest rai lway 
station. A good restaurant is invariably 
on o r near to the site, an asset if you are 
lazy and abhor camping chores. 



Nature Notes 

BY C. H.P. 

ON A TROUT STREAM 

A FLYCATCHER CAUGHT! 

The month of May ~lways has a particular 
fascination for fly fishermen and I look 
forward to it each year with ever
increasing enthusiasm. In a day's fly
fishing there is much more to interest you 
than the trout, and I have witnessed many 
very interesting incidents in wild Nature's 
winning ways. I have observed, too, 
some little tragedies. 

Caught! 

While casting my fly under the branches 
of a willow tree I noticed a bird dangling 
in the air. I soon saw that a former 
fisherman had lost his fly in the tree and 
that a spotted fly-catcher had seized it, 
thinking the artificial was the real article. 

To the rescue 

Left to its fate, the poor bird would have 
died in agony. I could not continue my 
fishing until I had don e something in the 
matter. I could not reach the branch of 
the tree with my rod and there was only 
one thing to do. So I took off my boots, 
stockings and trousers, waded across to 
the poor little bird and brought it to the 
bank. There I quickly, but very gently, 
released the cruel hook from the bird's 

* 
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beak and it flew away apparently little the 
worse for its very unpleasant experience. 
I had no towel and had to dry myself in 
the breeze. But I did not mind that ; I 
had freed the little captive ! 

Interesting Birds 

As I wended my way up the meadows 
by the meandering stream I enjoyed 
excellent sport with the trout, saw and 
heard some very interesting birds. There 
was the redshank, a bird well named, for 
he has long red legs. The cuckoos were 
calling and a nightingale was pouring out 
his matchless music from a copse nearby. 

There were several snipe and some of 
them were drumming. Then I heard that 
rather rare bird, the grasshopper warbler. 
You can hardly call his notes a song. He 
seems to reel them out from his throat, 
making a sound very similar to that 
produced when you pull your line out 
gently from the reel. 

There were sedge warblers, reed 
warblers, grey and yellow wagtails and 
a host of other little feathered friends, 
whose charming voices and company 
made my visit truly delightful. Watching 
them and listening to them I often forgot 
all about the trout, but before the day was 
done I had filled my creel and was more 
than satisfied. 

* * 

Club Steward for 32 Years 

Mr. Ernest Edser, who on 28th January, 
1954, celebrated his 65th birthday, has 
been known to us for thirty-two years as 
the Steward of the United Services' Club, 
Ltd., Limes Road, Egham, Surrey. 

The Club was opened in 1921 , when 
Mr. Edser served on its first committee ; 
he was appointed Steward in 1922. 

In the First World War he served in 
the R.A.M.C. and saw active service in 
both France and Belgium ; too old for 
active service in the second war, he took 
part in the Civil Defence as an A.R.P. 
Warden at Egham, and also volunteered 
to help with early morning rounds in the 
country districts when the local postmen 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A party of American sailors from the U.S. 
ship "Bristol" recently visited the Tamar 
Brewery, Devonport, and displayed keen 
interest in the brewing and casking of British 
Beer. 

The visit was one of a series sponsored by 
the Plymouth American Hospitality Com
mittee. 

Here they are watching Mr. Green, tbe 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

third brewer, about to fill a cask. * 

* 
(Picture by courtesy of the " Western Mornh1g News ." 

* 

were being called up. 
As a youth Mr. Edser was a keen 

amateur footba1ler, playing for the Staines 
Town F.C. and turned down several 
offers from leading professional clubs. 

Mr. Edser is also a good all-round 
indoor games player, holding a consider
able number of medals and cup replicas 
for billiards and snooker. 

During the thirty-two years, Mrs. Edser 
has also been well known to the members 
of the Egham United Services' Club, and 
the members have been so appreciative of 
her work that on several occasions they 
have made presentations to her at out
standing functions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edser. A toast on the 65th birthday. 
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Sunday closing of Welsh Inns criticised 

" It seems to me anomalous that there 
should be certain rules and regulations for 
local licensed houses and another set of 
rules and regulations for those who use 
clubs," declared the Mayor of Neath, 
Alderman J. E. Jones, at the annual 
banquet of the Neath Licensed Victuallers' 
Association, held at the Castle Hotel, 
Neath. 

" Why was it that licensees could only 
open their houses on six days a week, 
while clubs were open for seven ? " he 
asked. 

"We have some marvellous health 
resorts in Wales and beautiful scenery, 
but there is always one snag-Sunday 
closing," he went on. "l am not going 
to say anything for or against. Sunday 
opening, but you licensees are at a distinct 
disadvantage in seeking to draw to Wales 
people who would come if conditions 
were different." 

No need for despondency 
Mr. S. C. Saunders, our South Wales 

Manager, toasting the" Town and T rade," 
remarked that because of " a ntiquated 
laws " the licensees were not receiving 
their share of the tourist traffic. 

Mr. E. D. Simonds, 
Chairman of the 

Banquet, with Com
mittee Members and 

principal Guests at the 
Neath Licensed 

Victuallers' Annual 
Banquet. 

Mr. E . D uncan Simonds, Chairman of 
the banquet, said : " You have many 
problems, not least of which is that people 
do not wish to hand over their money to 
you, with suitable deductions, of course, 
as they used to do. The fact is the flow of 
cash is not so steady as it was . 

" I a m still convinced, however, that 
there is no need for despondency. It is 
only right that success should go to those 
who put most into their businesses. 
Licensees who provide t heir customers 
with plenty of amenities a re successful 
traders. More licensees are learning this 
lesson." 

Mr. Simonds referred to the proposed 
Bill which an M.P. wanted to bring before 
the House of Commons. It provided for 
drinks on Sunday in Wales for bona-fide 
travellers. That might appear to be some
thing, but it only tackled the fringe of the 
problem of Sunday closing. There was 
a danger here. 

He did hope that the Trade would not 
give its support to this Bill , because if it 
became law it might be thought by the 
legislators that the Sunday closing issue 
was settled for the next fifty years. What 
they wanted was all or nothing. 

A LONG, LONG TRAILER 

When Mr. and Mrs. Richard Baser, of 
T hree Beaches, Paignton, South Devon, 
emigrated to New Zealand recently they 
took with them a lucky " Hop Leaf " 
mascot from their local, the Waterside 
Hotel. The day before they sailed the 
Manager, Mr. Duncan Campbell, pre
sented them with a foot-wide replica of 
the famous " H op Leaf " sign . 

Apprehensive of the housing situation 
there, the Basers took with them a twenty
two feet long caravan, which will be their 
home until they obtain a more permanent 
residence. The cost of shipping the 
caravan to New Zealand was £350. 

The Manager, Mr. Duncan Campbe/1, presents the 
" H op Leaf" lucky mascot to Mrs. Baser. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * 

FIFTY YEARS WITH THE FIRM 

Another of the exclusive ba nd of veterans 
to complete half a century in our service 
is M r. G. V. Weait, Chief Wages Clerk, 
who was presented by the Chairman, 
General Dempsey, with a gold watch to 
mark the occasion on May 10. 

The presentation took place prior to the 
commencement of the business of the 
Board of Directors. 

M aking the presentation, General 
Dempsey said that such a wonderful 
record of service was a matter of pr ide 
to both the Compa ny a nd to Mr. Wcait 
himself. 

Mr. Weait's service, which commenced 
in May, 1904, in the Cask Office, included 
a period of two-and-a-half years' service 
in the Royal Artillery during World 
War I. He is justly proud of the fact that 
during his service he has been absent on 
only four days- through illness. 

Mr. Weait was appointed to his present 
position of Chief Wages Clerk in April, 
1942. Mr. G. V. Weait. 
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Face Lift for " The Allied Arnl.S" 

Extensive renovations and alterations were 
recently completed at the "Allied Arms," 
St. Mary's Butts, Reading, where our 
tenants, Mr. and Mrs. George Warner, 
completed 40 years " in the trade " in 
June. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warner came to the 
" Allied Arms " 27 years ago from the 
" Brunswick Arms," and were previously 
at the " Wynford Arms " and the " Rose 
and Crown ," all in Reading. 

The work included enlargement of the 
bars which now occupy the whole of the 
ground floo r of this 16th century building. 
The original joists above the 20th century 
ceiling have been exposed as have many 
other structural timbers, and stained to a 
flat dark oak. The walls have been re
plastered with rough texture finish, typical 
of the period in which the house was 
built, and decorated in a pale tint of pink. 

A Jacobean air 

The oak bar counters and display 
fittings were specially designed for the 
house arid have an air of sturdy solidity 

which gives a somewhat Jacobean air to 
them. 

The front of the premises has been 
remodelled and it is of interest that the 
glass used for the new leaded lights is 
genuine hand-cast Norman slab. 

The stout oak frames to these windows, 
and the new joinery generally on this 
frontage are good reproductions of the 
woodworkers' art of the 17th century. 
The old , ugly iron gates covered with 
corrugated iron to the courtyard at the 
side have been replaced by a pair of 
strong oak ·gates, each with its upper 
panels filled in with hand-made decorative 
wrought ironwork by a local blacksmith. 
Through this ironwork one catches a 
glimpse of the side of the building, its 
overhanging upper storey with its un
dulating eaves line and floor level, and 
the quaint cobbled yard. 

The building appears to have been 
built in the 16th century as there are deeds 
existing dated 1704, but it does not appear 
to have been a public house until much 
later. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
George Warner. 

HEAD CLERK RETIRES 

A pair of binoculars, a gift from the staff 
and friends at Portsmouth, were presented 
to Mr. R. B. Bryson, Head Clerk at 
Portsmouth Branch , upon his retirement 
after 46 years' service. 

Making the presentation at a party on 
April 30, Mr. E. N . F. Job, Mr. Bryson 's 
successor as Head Clerk, expressed regret 
that he was called upon to say goodbye 
to "a good friend and colleague," and 
added that he realised that he had a 
difficult task ahead to maintain the high 
standards in existence. 

Mr. Bryson , who joined Portsmouth 
Branch in 1908, served in the Royal Navy 
in World War I. 

Mr. Job, whose service commenced in 
1925, served in the Royal Air Force in 
the last war. 

* * * * THE WONDER PONY * * 
An unusual visitor to the Newmarket 
Hotel, Launceston, on a recent market 
day was " Dixie," a little black pony, who 
is a well-known stage star. 

The pony, which is owned by Mr. Carl 
Dane, the man who strikes the gong which 
introduces a British Company's films, 
bought her for £15 in Belgium after she 
had been sent there from England to be 
sold for human consumption. 

Mr. Dane trained " Dixie," who has 
since appeared in numerous theatres and 
performed before Royalty at Prince 
Charles' birthday party. 

Her value has now been estimated by 
Lloyds to be in the region of £4,000. 

After performing a number of tricks for 
the customers " Dixie " polished off a 
pin t-and-a-half of mixed beer with obvious 
relish. 

* 

Dixie enjoying a pint. 
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Mr.R.B. 
Bryson. 

M r. E. N. F. 
Job. 

* * * 



Mrs. Bates, Manageress of the York Hotel, 
preparing the tables for the luncheon. 

THE THOUSANDTH HOUSE 

The York Hotel, Bridgend, was honoured 
recently when a luncheon party was held 
there after the thousandth house on the 
Brynhyfryd Housing Estate had been 
declared open. 

The opening ceremony was performed 
by Mr. William Thomas, Permanent 
U nder-Secreta ry for Wales to the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government. 

The luncheon was attended by a large 
number of Councillors, County Councillors 
and Government Officials. 

PUB LORE 

" As each new television set claims 
another victim from the regula r circle at 
the local, the poor ma n's club is looking 
for weapons to fight back. 

Some have television sets. Some have 
children's rooms. Still more are t rying 
the effect of a fac ~ l ift. 

I w~nt pub crawling yesterday with a n 
expert who has re-designed more than 
200 of them from Hadrian's Wall to the 
T hames since the war. She is a woman, 
Miss Lucy Halfo rd, 34 years old, who 
knows more about the inside of a pub 
than a brewer. 

Between sips of sherry she outlined the 
things which keep men from their beer. 
She would like to banish from every pub : 

Green walls (they make the beer look 
sickly yellow). Neon lighting (it 
turns all drinks green). A dartboard 
between the door and the bar. A 
fire in o ne corner and a draught in all 

the others. Stools which keep half 
the customers glued to the bar and 
the other half away from it. A " last 
orders, please " atmosphere from 
opening time onwards. A mock " ye 
olde " interior. Chromium plate. Bars 
for women only. 

Things Miss Halford would like to see 
in every pub are : 

A rack of papers for custo mers on their 
own . D rip mats to keep the tables 
dry. A friendly face behind the bar. 
A board with local deta ils like cinema 
programmes and ' bus times. Shove 
halfpenny, dominoes and a dart
board- in a safe place. Seats and 
tables outside where local regulations 
permit. Some indication inside the 
pub of whose beer yo u are asked to 
buy. A ba r for men on ly." 

(From the DA ILY SKETCH of Friday, 
30th April, 1954.) 

HAPPY HOLIDAY SNAPS AND STORIES 

Prizes of £2 2s. Od. will he paid for the hest holiday snap or story received; £ I Is. Od. to 
the second; lOs. 6d. to the third; and 5s. Od. for each other contribution published. Send 

your snap or story to reach us before September lst next. 
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"THE RUSSELL ARMS" BECOMES THE "BATTLE INN" 

A transformation has taken place at the 
fo rmer " Russell A rms" in Oxford Road, 
Reading, and on May 25, soon after 
the alterations and redecorations were 
completed , the name was changed to the 
" .Battle Inn. " 

Externally a ttractive now with gay 
coloured striped awnings and tables and 
chairs on the raised forecourt, the new 
"Battle Inn " is perhaps even more 
inviting inside, and has proved extremely 
popular with the local residents. 

Our tenants are Mr. and Mrs. Reginald 
Brinsden , who came from the " White 
Horse" Inn , E mmer Green, Caversham. 

Mrs. Brinsden is the daughter of our 
former tenant at the " Blue Boar," 

Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Brinsden. 

Kintbury, Mr. H arry Egby, a nd her 
grandfather was also one of our tenants. 

An Ancient Connection. 

The new sign of the " Battle 1 nn " 
recalls o ne of the best known incidents in 
our Island's history. It depicts King 
Harold being ki lled by an a rrow which 
pierced one of his eyes. 

There is an old connectio n between 
Reading and the Norman Conquest . The 
lnn stands on land of the Manor of Battle 
which was granted to the Battle A bbey by 
Willia m the Conqueror, and later became 
part of the estate of Reading Abbey. 

Pulling the finishing touches to the new sign of the 
" Battle inn." 
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Our people and placeS- THE COTSWOLD S 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Cotswolds country is rolling, pleasant, 
smiling country. A country of green fields 
and fast flo wing streams, of dry stone walls 
and stone-built dwelling-houses and inns . 

Today, as in olden days, one falls in 
there with shepherds, stonemasons and 
fishermen frequently . At evening time in 
the centuries' old inns which dot that 
country they congregate for darts or 

This lovely scene taken from the 
lawns of our " White Hart " Inn at 
Fairford captures the spirit of the 
Cotswolds country. 

skittles or just a chat over a pint of good 
beer. 

The " Hop Leaf" is a familiar and 
popular sign in the cities, towns and 
hamlets of the Cotswolds and here, perhaps 
more than in any other part of the Simonds 
country, are our inns rich with history and 
architecture of the past. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The recently discovered ancient fireplace 
gives the saloon bar of the " Swan," 

Lech/ade, an excellent touch of character. 

The rambling " Swan Inn," one of the 
oldest houses -in Lechlade, was built · 
about 1520. During recent alterations 
a magnificent old fireplace was un
covered. It had been walled in for 
over 100 years. The workmen found 
copies of a long extinct daily paper 
called The Magnet, dated 1839, and 
churchwarden pipes. 

************* * 

The " Royal Oak," Tetbury, is a typical 
Cotswolds inn built of local stone and 

roofed with local slates. Its tall chimneys 
and angled gables are truly representative 

of the wonderf ul architecture of that 
part of the country. 
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Mr. James Ayliffe, landlord of the " Trout Inn," 
with one that didn't get away ! 

The cosy " Trout Inn," Lechlade, at the 
foot of the Cotswolds is well-named. 
Seven hundred and fifty years old, it 
caters for fishermen who get excellent 
trout fishing along five miles of the 
Thames, which runs beside the inn , fo r 
Is. 6d. a day-some of the cheapest 
fishing in Great Britain. 

The bones of King Henry Ill a re said 
to lie in some undiscovered spot close by ; 
a gentle ghost known as the Grey Lady 
walks the gardens when the moon is 
bright, and guests who sleep there in 
either a four-poster bed or a half-tester 
(half a fo ur-poster) awake to one of the 
loveliest views in the British Isles. 

The landlord , Mr. James Ayliffe, has 
been there for 30 years. An old sailor, 
he was also a professional footballer, 
playing for Hastings and St. Leonards 
and Swindon. 
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Nestling behind the beautifully laid
out gardens and bubbling brook, 
the " Bathurst Arms " at North 
Cerney has become one of the most 
popular of inns in the Cotswolds 
country. 

Possessing an excellent skittles 
alley, i t was recently the venue for 
the fi nals of the " Fou r Corners" 
Cup ; a cup instituted by a former 
landlord. 

· Mrs. Eileen Roebuck, wife of the landlord, 
serving in the saloon bar of the 

"Bathurst Arms." 

Courtesy of the Simonds fami ly archives 

© SI~10NDSFAMILY·~( 

" The Grapes," at Chipping Sod bury, 
with its twisty doorways, its witches' 
kitchen, its quaint old corners and 
mullioned w.indows, is one of the 
most charming of English inns. 

Its garden is a fi lled-in old church 
with Norman arches growing, as it 
were, from the soil. In one corner 
of the garden the remains of an 
ancient chapel still exists. 

Whilst this ancient house retai ns 
the interest and a tmosphere of the 
olden days, every modern comfort 
has been skilfully and unobtrusively 

added. Even its ghost is unusual. The 
story goes that a few years ago a playful 
spectre used to whip the bed-clothes off 
the guests ! 

" The Grapes" Hotel, the oldest building in the 
ancient town of Chipping Sodbury, was once the 
refreshment house of a monastery. 

Framed in the twisty doorways of this 
beautiful old hotel are Mine Host and Hostess, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Spink. 

\ 
J, 

The " George Hotel," Fairford, is a 
14th century house which was once a 
monastery. Today it is the meeting place 
fo r farmers from the surrounding country
side and fo r leading citizens of the town. 

M r. S. J. Hope, the la ndlord, is Chief 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Mr. Hope serving in the 
saloon bar. 

The "George Hotel." 

of the local Fire Brigade as well. On 
occasions it is his duty to sound the fi re 
siren- he has a switch in the bar- and 
dash off to join the fire engine stabled in 
his yard and supervise the fire-fighting 
activities of his Brigade. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

The " Masons' Arms " at Maisey 
Hampto n owes its name to the fact 
that in olden days the village was 
the centre of the stonemasons' 
ind ustry, and the inn sign today is 
that of the Honourable Masons' 
Company. 

This fashionable inn has become, 
in the capable hands of Mrs. and 
Mrs. E. Norman Layto n, a most 
popular and attractive house. 

The thatched awning and cartwheel 
chandelier add interest to the saloon 
bar. Mr. Norman Layton is behind the 
counter. 
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The" Horse and Jockey," Ashton Keynes, 
Wilts, is one of the busiest and brightest 
of inns. The youthful host and hostess, 
Mr. and Mrs. Sheppard, have thrown 
themselves with enthusiasm into the 
interests of their customers. Football, 
skittles, darts and fishing have all strong 
and active connecti0ns with the house. 

At the moment the "Horse and Jockey 
has the unique distinction of housing 
three football cups-the Cirencester and 
District League Championship Cup, the 
Senior Hospital Charity Cup and the 
Junior Hospital Charity Cup-the first 
time a house in the area has had them all 
at the same time. 

The" Horse and Jockey," 
Ashton Keynes, one of 
the busiest houses in 
the area. 

The landlord's wife, Mrs. Joyce Sheppard, is 
proud of the three football cups. 

* * • * * * • * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Northleach, a market town, was once the 
centre of the Cotswolds wool industry. 
Today, though the wool industry has to 
a large extent passed, it is still a busy 
shopping centre for the neighbouring 
farming community. 

The " Red Lion " in the Market Place, 
is an ancient coaching house. It has 
recently been taken over by Mr. and Mrs. 
T. W. E. Fitt, who are turning their 
" Joan's Bar," as it is called, into the 
most popular meeting place in town. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fitt behind the cotmter 
of" l oan's Bar." 

The " Seven Tuns " is the centre of vi llage 
life in Chedworth, one of the most 
picturesque villages in the Cotswolds. It 
is one of the few remaining houses which 
has a servery- an old-fashioned version 
of the modern " Serve Yourself" counter 
- instead of the usual bar. 

The present licensee is Mrs. Elsie 
Pinchin, who has been there 25 years. 
She took over the licence when her 
husband died 15 years ago. 

Mrs. Pinchin in her tiny cellar built over a 
stream from a waterfall opposite the inn. 

************** 

Mr. Tellin[! 
with some of his 

"slips" or 
little pigs. 

The "Bear lnn." 

The " Bear Inn," Perrott's Brook, a 
picturesque inn in a picturesque country
side, is an extremely popular house. 

Like many publicans in this area, the 
proprietors, Mr. and Mrs. Telling, are 
part pubHcans, part farmers, and, as well 
as looking after the interests of the 
customers, tend the needs of chickens, 
pigs and cattle. 
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C ustomers at the " H orse and Drill " at 
Watermoor on the o utskirts of the town 
at Cirencester know what it means when 
the proprietor, Mr. W. G. Tranter, calls 
out: 

" Y ze zeh te zong sai noong cho qui ; 
tung tung." Thi s is : " Time, gentlemen 
please " in Chinese. 

Mr. T ranter is probably the only one 
of our landlords who is also a fi rst-class 
Chinese lingu ist. After serving in the 
Wil tshire Regiment, he left to join the 
M unicipal Prison Service in Shanghai. 
Jndeed , to make matters more difficult, 
Mr. Tranter, having mastered the Chinese 
language, also learned to write Chinese so 
that he could communicate with deaf 
and dumb Chinese prisoners. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Williams. 

*************** 
The "Crown," Ampney Crucis, reputed 
to be 854 years old, is a cosy little house 
with one bar, which is packed every 
evening. 

One of its customers used to be the late 
Corporal J arvis, first V. C. of the 1914-1 8 
War. 

D espite its smallness, the little house 
a ttracts a large custom, principally through 
the personalities of the host and hostess, 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Cole, who have been 
there for twelve years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cole standing in the cellar 
behind the one bar in the house . 

Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Tranter. 

* * * * * * * * 
The " Swan Inn " at Southrop has be
come very m uch the centre of village 
social activities since Mr. and Mrs. J. F . 
Williams have taken it over. 

Whilst Mr. Williams tends the village 
green and looks after some acres which 
he farms, Mrs. Williams, amongst other 
activities, has helped to organise the 
village choir which practises in one of 
the rooms of the inn once a week. 

Another " personage at the " Swan " 
is Sue, a little black dog which at closing 
time howls, "Time, gentlemen, please," 
leaving the customers in no doubt that it 
is time for them to go. 

In summer-time the" Hare and Hounds" 
on the old Fosse Way in a remote part of 
the Cotswolds is a pleasant place for 
travellers and hikers to sto p for refresh
ments, but in winter-time the " Hare and 
Hounds "-known locally as the Stump
is sometimes isolated by snow and bad 
weather for as long as two weeks. During 
the summer months supplies are stored in 
preparation for the siege of winter. 

The meeting p lace for the Cotswolds 
and Bathurst Hunt, it is, and has been for 

hundreds of years, the " local" fo r 
shepherds f rom the neighbouring sheep 
moors. 

Many a story is told here of customs 
and shepherds of other days. There was 
one whose daily lunch consisted of 14 pints 
of beer with bread and cheese-and he 
came back for a drink in the evening ! 

Well in keeping with the traditions of 
this house, a gypsy and her healthy, 
attractive nut-brown children called there 
for a kettle of water during our visit. 

The " Hare and Hounds" at Fosse Cross. 

The proprietor, Mr. Victor Holland, supplies a 
kettle of water for a gypsy family. 
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Mr. Pitch at the ice box. 

************* 

Often in this agricultural area time hangs 
heavily on the landlord. The men are 
away in the fields all day and the touri st 
traffic is seasonal. 

Many licensees like Mr. Albert Spiers, of 
the " Victoria," Eastleach, find a spare 
time hobby. In Mr.. Spiers' case it is 
carpentry. 

Mr. Spiers, landlord of the " Victoria," 
in his well-stocked carpenter's shop. 

ANOTHER BOUQUET ... 

The Secretary of the Marlston Club 
at Marlston, Newbury, Mr. A. G. 
Newman, writing upon the closure 
of the Club owing to the disposal of 
the Marlston Esta te, says : 

" I can say with the greatest sincerity 
that I appreciate the kindly and 

( 

The " White Hart " is an ancient house 
in the town of Fairford, and one of the 
longest houses in the Cotswolds. 

Typical of the mixture of old and new 
which one meets all over that country is 
the ice box behind the counter. Mr. Pitch 
has found a brisk trade for iced beer 
from the personnel of American aero
dromes in the vicinity. 

Bundles of hay which hang from the 
ceiling of the bar are said to be extremely 
useful for keeping the atmosphere fresh 
and free from smoke. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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courteous attention I have always 
received from the firm of H. & G. 
Simonds. The calls of Mr. Hinton 
have been friendly and pleasant 
meetings, and the draymen have been 
willing and resp~C((ul. 

I am sorry such a happy association 
must end." 

Letters to the Editor 

DEAR SIR, 

As a beer drinker of many years' 
standing, I feel that a pint mug of beer 
should always be at least a halfpenny less 
than two half-pint mugs. 

It is customary in other trades to grant 
a little discount for a la rge quantity a nd 
there is the question of convenience for 
the bar tender. He, or she, has less work 
in serving a pint than in two halves and 
fewer glasses to wash. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) . ANGUS MACFARLANE. 

Ed. What do licensees think about this ? 

DEAR SIR, 

On St. Patrick's Day Irishmen wear 
shamrock and wet it ; on St. David's Day 
Welshmen wear leeks and wet them as 
well ; and on St. Andrew's Day Scotsmen 
eat haggis and float it. 

English people accept these National 
Days tolerantly and, indeed, usually 
participate in the celebrations. On their 
own St. George's Day Englishmen do 
nothing whatever a bout it. 

Now, in my opinion, it would be a good, 
proper and probably profitable thing for 
a firm like yours to give all their customers 
a red rose on St. George's Day, and thus 

· re-establish even in a small way the spirit 
of" St. George and Merrie England ." 

Yours faithfully, 

P. J. R . 
(Name and Address supplit d) . 

Ed. Perhaps even brew a " St. George's Ale " in 
honour of our National Saint ! 
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DEAR SIR, 

I am sitting in the lounge of the 
R.N.E.B.S., which is nothing else but a 
club for naval engineers, past and present, 
and a joint that would have been very 
hard pushed indeed for beer when it first 
opened, beer being extremely hard to come 
by at the time, but for the good offices of 
a great guy by the name of Mr. Roy 
Holman- and I am sipping a Simonds' 
Tavern, this being my favourite drink, 
when I reach out and start reading a 
periodical called the " Hop Leaf Gazette." 
(I think that's enough Runyanese for the 
time : I have been re-reading " More 
than Somewhat." ) 

I was greatly interested to read the 
account of the Malta Story in your 
attractive magazine- the story ofSimonds, 
Farsons and Cisk, their early days and 
eventual amalgamation. I spent several 
commissions in Malta, from 1926 until I 
retired from the Navy in 1945, and well 
remember bow Farsons' " Blue Labels " 
won popularity after a very shaky start. 
You might have mentioned that they 
were 4d . each in those days. 

I remember six of us sitting in "The 
Old Dun Cow " on Senglea front one 
evening in 1934. A gentleman came in 
and introduced himself to us as Farsons' 
representative. " Perhaps you gentlemen 
will have a drink with me," he said. We 
intimated that we'd be honoured. " And 
what shall it be ? " he asked. " Six 
Younger's," we replied. To his eternal 
credit, he paid for them graciously. 

Yours sincerely, 

JESSE PEARCE. 

" The Harvest Home," 
106, Copnor Road , 

Portsmouth, Hants. 



Lucky Thirteen 

Congratulations to our thirteen tenants and managers who have successfully 
concluded the National Trade Defence Association's Training Course with the 

following results :-

Mr. L. C. D ENT, " Coach and Horses," 
High Wycombe (Honours). 

Mr. J. A. GRONLAND, Manager, " Ship 
Hotel," Reading (Honours). 

Mrs. W. E. DENT, "Coach and Horses," 
High Wycombe (Credit). 

Mr. A. W. A. WICKS, Hotels and Catering 
Dept. Staff (Credit). 

Mr. M. W. MrDDLETON, " Iron Duke," 
High Wycombe (Credit). 

Mr. K. MrCAH, Manager, "The Cheddar 
Cheese," Reading (Credit). 

Mr. S. R. HurroN, " Bull and Chequers," 
Woodley (Credit). 

Mr. A. TuRNER, " The Bull," Arborfield 
(Credit). 

Mr. J. SwAN, " The Crown," Radnage 
(Pass). 

Mrs. D . K . PEACH," The Shades," Read
ing (Pass). 

Mr. W. A. CLOVER, " The Bird-in-Hand," 
Tilehurst (Pass). 

Mr. T. WALTON, "The Black Lion," 
Naphill (Pass). 

Mr. W. MASKELL, " The Royal Oak," 
Bracknell (Pass). 

THREE OF THE LUCKY THIRTEEN 

Mr. K. Micoh. Mr. J. A. Gronland. Mr. A. W. A. Wicks. 
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Stars of " Genevieve," the much .... 
accla imed J . Arthur Rank fi lm, taken 
in the forecourt o f the " One Pin," one 
of our houses, at Hedgerley, Bucks. 

Le/i to right : John Gregson, Dinah 
Sheridan, Kenneth More and Kay 
Kendall. 

<1111 Mr. G . E . Ashdown, Manager of 
our Brighton Branch, fixing the 
badge of the B utlins Car Club to 
his car. 
He was the first member of this 
Club in the Sussex area. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PENNY WISE 

l ,379 pennies are included in this curious 
shape, which has been built up on top 
of an empty wine glass. 

Jim Dibley, barman at the Court Royal 
Hotel, Southampton, is shown adding the 
last coin to the pile. There is a hole 
through the centre of the pennies so that 
sixpences may be dropped through into 
the glass underneath . 

The pennies, which weigh a quarter 
of a cwt. , plus the sixpences, came to £ 10, 
which was sent to the Children's Hospital. 
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LATEST 
ADDITION 

f 
Courtesy of the I 

Simonds family archives 

• © Sl~10NDSFAMILY·~ 
MY HAT ! 

Whenever S/Q .M.S. Noakes, R.A.O.C .. of 
Broxhead Camp, Bordon, goes to a pa rty 
he wears his fez. 

He acquired it in one of the more 
interesting parts of Alexandria one night 
twenty years ago ; he was then serving 
with the Essex Regiment. 

Mr. Noakes has just completed twenty
four years' service, and writes that he has 
a very high regard for the " H op Leaf " 
products. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Harry Cook, of the 
Transport Dept., 
Reading, checking the 
tyres of our new 7-ton 
E. R.F. before taking it 
out on its maiden trip . 
This latest addition to 
the fleet has an all
metal cab. The body 
was made and the 
vehicle sprayed and 
written in our own 
workshops. 

STAFF EFFORT 

* * * * * * * 

An excellent photograph of the Offices at Reading taken by Mr. J. Hiea/1, of the Bra,ch Department, from 
the flat roof of the Canvas Store. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A group of the Work
shop Staff at R eading 
removing the open cab 
from o ne of o ur Leyland 
lorries prior to replacing 
it with an enclosed type 
cab. 
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.... 
" Hoppy " was featured, as this Oxford 
Mail picture shows, when the Advertising 
Club of Oxford held a two-day exhibition 
at Oxford Town Hall on March 29 and 30. 

Mr. E. P. Hingston, our local repre
sentative with the Chief Petty Officers 
who served behind the bar in the Chief 
Petty Officers' Mess, H.M.S. Mercury, 
Petersfield , Hants, on the occasion of their 
annual dance. 
T 

The "White Hart," Chobham 

The" White Hart," Chobha m, the tenancy 
of which was taken over by Mr. and Mrs. 
R. W. Mumford last September, has more 
than one claim to distinction. 

One unique feature is that the village 
cricket ground is part of the grounds of 
the public house. The Chobham cricket 
ground is noted far and wide, and has 

been the scene of many famous matches. 

Another unique practice at the " White 
Hart " is that one chimney can be cleaned 
only via the adjacent churchyard of 
Chobham Parish Church. This fact, how
ever, presents no difficulty as the 
accompanying picture illustrates. 

In the churchyard the chimney sweep, Mr. G. Rap/ey, begins operations while 
the Vicar, the Rev. A . R . Acworth, and Mr. Mumford look on. 

Copies of most of the pictures appearing in the " Hop Leaf Gazette " 
may be obtained at reasonable prices. Application should be made to the 

Advertising Department, The Brewery, Reading. 
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Mainly about People 

New Arrivals 

We are happy to welcome the following 
new members of the staff who have 
recently joined :-

Reading: 
Mrss A. J. CoMPTON, Typist/Clerk, Arthur 

Cooper, Reading. 
Miss J. HoYLE, Hollerith Department. 
MISS C. ABSOLOM, Hollerith Department. 
MR. R. L. MANNING, Hollerith Department. 
MR. C. J. BAKER, Surveyor's Department. 
MR. L. J. YELLEN, Engineer's Department. 

(Stores Supervisor) . 
MR. C. D. BANBURY, Engineer's Department 

(Stores Supervisor). 
MR. D. HARDWICK, Correspondence Office. 
Miss J. MARCHAM, Correspondence Office. 
Miss E. WYKES, Estates Department. 
Mrss P. BROOKS, Hollerith Department. 
Mrss J. TANNER, Correspondence Office. 
Mrss M. LE WARNE, Laboratory. 
MR. D. PorriNGER, Cask Office. 
Miss Y. GoDDARD, Hollerith Department. 
MR. J. H. PEYMAN, Brewing Room. 
MR. E. L. SPARY, Brewing Room. 
Mr. P. I. C. HILL, Brewing Room. 
MISS J. CORBIN, Hollerith Department. 
MISS M. MACKIE, Hollerith Department. 

Branches: 

Devonport : MR. S. A . GoULD. 
MR. R. E. MORRIS. 
MR. T. ORMROD. 

London : MR. J. WIDGERY. 

Ludgershal/ : MR. A. E. STEVENS. 

Oxford: MR. J. V. ScULLEY. 

Portsmouth : MR. J. D. LEWRY. 

Staines: 

Swindon: 

* 

MR. A. G. BOUAS. 
MISS Y. CHIPPING. 
MR. M. A. WILLMOTT. 

Mrss E. N. REED, Invoice Typist. 
MR. B. E. SMITH, Free Trade 

Sales Representative. 

* * 
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People on the Move 

The following staff changes have taken 
place :-
Reading: 

MR. J. R. SHEPHERD, Home Trade Dept. to 
Hollerith Dept. 

M1ss J. READ, Estates Dept. to Architect's Dept. 
MR. P. HEELAS, Cask Office to Engineer's Dept. 
MR. R. BRIND, Cask Office to Wine Stores. 
Miss J . MARCHAM, Correspondence Office to 

Accountant's Dept. 
MR. F . J. RIDEN ; MR. M. T!LBURY, Appointed 

Joint Assistant Managers, Estates Dept. , 
with effect from July 1, 1954. 

Mr. P. I. C. HILL ; MR. J. H. PEYMAN ; 
MR. E. L. SPARY, Appointed Production 
Staff Trainees. 

MR. T. C. HAWKJNS, Cask Office to Architect's 
Dept. 

MR. W. E. HEYBOURNE, Cask Office to Accounts 
Dept. 

MR. R. L. MANNING, Cask Office to Surveyor's 
Dept. 

MR. C. J . BAKER, Surveyor's Dept. to Cask 
Office. 

Branches: 
MR. L. G. PoMROY, Devonport to Staines. 
MR. W . R. A. MINCHINTON, London Branch to 

Brighton Branch as Senior Clerk. 
MR. E. N. F . Jon, Appointed Chief Clerk, 

Portsmouth Branch. 
MR. L. R. HUMPHREY, Appointed Chief Clerk 

and Traffic Supervisor, Staines Branch from 
London Branch. 

MR. K. R. R. BOYCE, A.R.r.c.s., Appointed Area 
Surveyor, Swindon, from Reading. 

* * * 
The following employees have left for 
National Service :-

MR. K. WARD, Surveyor's Dept., Reading. 
MR. B. H. WEIGHT, Engineer's Dept., Reading. 
MR. B. SMART, General Office, Bristol Branch. 

We welcome back Mr. K. Weeks, of Penzance 
Branch, after completion of his National Service. 

Also returned after National Service is Mr. J. W. 
Rose, of the Branch Office, Reading. 

THE LATE MR. PERCY FRANCIS KNAPP 

(An Appreciation by Mr. A . G. Richardson) 

Mr. Knapp commenced his long service 
with the Company on April 1, 1906, when 
he was appointed Second Brewer and 
had a long association with Mr. C. W. 
Stocker, who was Head Brewer from 
1896 to 1936. 

Throughout two world 
wars Mr. Knapp shouldered 
heavy responsibilities and 
carried out his exacting 
duties when brewing opera
tions went on continuously 
day and night in order to 
meet the enormous demands 
of the Services at home and 
abroad. 

carried out his full share of fire-watching 
duties throughout the war. 

A keen Sportsman 

In his early days Mr. Knapp was a 
member of the Reading Cricket Club, 

and also played for the 
Brewery, where he earned a 
reputation as a bowler. 
More recently he was 
always to be seen at Lords 
Cricket Ground when a Test 
Match was being played ; 
during the winter months his 
favourite haunt was Twicken
ham Rugby Ground, and he 
rarely missed an inter
national match. 

In addition, Mr. Knapp 
was also appointed Vice
Chairman of the wartime 
"Advisory Council," com
prising a few senior 

THE LATE MR. PERCY 
Mr. Knapp will best be 

remembered for his unassu
ming modesty and retiring 

disposition. He gained respect and 
friendship from all with whom he came 
into contact, and will be sadly missed 
by all whose privilege it was to know 
him. 

FRANCIS KNAPP 

executives, whose task it was to assist the 
Board of Directors in their deliberations 
by thrashing out the various problems 
arising from day to day and making 
recommendations for decision at the 
higher level. 

Mr. Knapp also took a very great 
interest in the Brewery A.R.P. , and 

He leaves a widow and son to whom 
our deepest sympathies are extended in 
their grievous loss. 

AN APPRECIATION BY MR. JOHN ROWLAND 

HEAD BREWER, TAMAR BREWERY 

Mr. Knapp was appointed Head Brewer 
on the death of Mr. C. W. Stocker until 
the appointment of Mr. E . M. Downes. 
He will be remembered for his sterling 
work during the war years. 

He was much loved by all, and, in 
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particular by the Brewing Staffs at 
Reading, Devonport and Bristol. A man 
of kindly disposition, retiring, and no 
lover of the limelight. One who did more 
kindnesses than will ever be known- a 
great Simonds man. 



Sport 

Bristol 
" HOP LEAF" 

SKITTLES LEAGUE 

After a very successful season, honours 
were won by the following :-
Division " A ." 

Winners : Three Blackbirds. 
Runners-up : Ramblers. 

Division " B." 
Winners : A vondale. 
Runners-up : Douglas Honorary 

Members. 

Our Bristol Branch " Stragglers " ' A ' 
team fin ished at the halfway position in 
the Premier Division, but we regret the 
' B ' team were unable to escape being 
lowest in the Second Division. 

Ludgershall 

BILLIARDS 

The Ludgershall Sports Club were the 
winners of the Billia rds Section of the 
Border Clubs League. Mr. Paice was 
present at the Clarendon Club, Tidworth , 
on May 12, and presented the winner of 
the aggregate fo r all games, Mr. H. Bishop, 
with the " Simonds " Cup. 

DARTS 

Fordingbridge Darts League. 

The New Inn ' B ' Team, Fording
bridge, won the Wooden Spoon for the 
second year in succession. 

Mr. B. H. Que/eh, Bristol Area Manager, presenting 
the Ladies' Pairs Cups to Mrs. B. H odder and her 
partner, Mrs. P. Warren(" Black Lion") after the 
finals of the " Evening Post " Ski/lies Toumament 
at the Cumber/and Hotel, Bristol. 
Also in the picture are the winners of the Men's 
Pairs, Mr. F. H eal (left) and Mr. H. A. Seamark 
" Beaufort Arms " ). 

BAR BILLIARDS 

By beating the Black Swan, Monxton, 
three games to two, the King's Arms. 
Whitchurch, became the house champions 
of the Andover and District Bar Billiards 
Association for 1953-54. 

Mr. D. Soper (Adelaide, Andover) 
became the individual champion when he 
beat Mr. C. Annetts (son of our tenant, 
Mr. E. V. Annetts, of the Eagle Inn, 
Abbotts Ann) 4,090 points to 690. 

The finals were played off before a 
crowd of about 300 people in the Guildhall, 
And over. 

Individual Championship. 
D. Soper (Adelaide) 4,090 ; C. Annetts 

(Eagle) 690. It was Mr. Soper's first 
success in the Competition. 

Newport 

LADIES' " HOP LEAF" DARTS LEAGUE 

The Hereford Arms Ladies' Team were 
the winners of the First Division Cup in 
the Newport Ladies' " Hop Leaf" Darts 
League. Runners-up were the team from 
the Victoria Inn. 

In the Second Division Cup, the ' B ' 
team from the Commercial Inn were the 
winners and the ' B ' team from the 
Prince of Wales runners-up. 

The Hereford Arms ' A ' team won 
the knock-out competitio n, with the 
Victoria Inn runners-up. The Victoria Inn 
won the Teams of Four Competition, and 
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the Hereford Arms were runners-up. 
Mrs. E. Boswell and Mrs. J. Holmes 

from the Cross Hands won the Pairs ; 
Mrs. P. Hancock and Miss M. Hawkins 
from the Victoria Inn were runners-up. 
The Singles Competition was won by Miss 
M. Hawkins, of the Victoria Inn, who 
beat Mrs. E. Morgan, of the Hereford 
Arms in the final. Mrs. E. Chard, of the 
lsca Inn, won the highest score com
petition. 

The presentations finished with a 
thoroughly enjoyable dance. 

(Above) l 
A group taken du ing the evening at the 
Presentation Night for the Newport 
Ladies' "Hop Leaf" 
Darts League. 

(Belo w) 

The winning team from the 
King's Arms. 



Portsmouth 

The Havant Rugby Club recently turned 
a disused shed into a fi rst-class club room, 
bar, hot water baths and changing room. 

Our picture shows the Secretary, Mr. 
Fuller, serving the firs t round in the 
newly opened club. 

Reading TABLE TE NNIS 

The Table Tenn is Club have just fin ished 
a thoroughly enjoyable and fairly success
ful season. 

The ' A ' team, captained by R. 
Wheeler (Accoun 
runners-up in the D 
District League, for 
season. They wo 
matches played. 

The Simonds ' B 

Frimley Green v. Si 
This match was 

were:-
F rimley G reen 125 for 5 declared ; 
Simonds " A " 89 for 5. 

For Simonds, A. J . Hawkins was the 
highest scorer with ~0. 

Simonds " A " v. Royal Engineers. 
This match was also drawn. 

K. G. S. Organ (Cashiers' Dept.), finished 
seventh in Division V of the League, 
winning 7 out of their 18 matches. 

Bob Forrest was always prominent in 
u .,.-=t? ing's " Wilmott " Cup team during 

season. In the Reading champion
>s he was beaten in the Men's Singles 
al, and Alan Dines (Architects' D ept.) 
:hed the Men's Doubles and Mixed 
.1bles Final. 

ULTS 

Simonds " A " 52 for 6 ; 
Royal Engineers 80. 

onds " B " v. St. Sebastian's. 
St. Sebastian's won by 41 runs, the 
scores being :-

St. Sebastian's 60 : Simonds" B " 19. 
Licensed Victuallers' School, Slough v. 

Simonds "A." 
Simonds " A " 97 for 8. Won by two 
wickets. 

DARTS 

Mr. R. S t. J . Quarry 
Joint Managing 
Director , presenting 
the Brewery 
Championship Cup 
to the winner, 
Mr. A. T. Burrows 
(Engineer's Dept.). 

Mr. J . Nevitt, of the Building Department, 
who visited Switzerland with the 

Berkshire Youth Football Club, playing 
at Basle, Berne, Grenchen and Thun. 

FOOTBALL 

The Simonds Reading Football Club 
has now been reorganised and have applied 
for re-election to the Reading and District 
League. As soon as the result of the 
application is known, footballers and 
supporters will be invited to an extra
ordinary meeting of the Club. 

* * * 

Mr. E. I. Scott (Wine Stores) has 
recently been promoted to a first class 
referee of the Berks a nd Bucks Football 
Association, and Mr. R. Smith (Hollerith 
D epartment) is to become a second class 
referee of the same Association. 

Staines "HOP LEAF" DARTS LEAG UE 

Fina ls night of the Staines and District 
" Hop Leaf " Darts League was held at 
the Pack Horse Hotel, Staines, on April27. 

N. Loveridge, of the Rising Sun, 
Datchet, won the singles title, beating 
A. Bates, of The Phoenix, Staines, by two 
legs to one. The winner received an 
electric clock and the runner-up was 
presented with a canteen of cutlery. 

T he " Taylor " C up for the winners of 
the League was retained by the league 
holders, the Rising Sun, Datchet, who 
defeated the Roya l Horseguardsmen, 
Brentford, in the final. 

Mr. E. Gosney, League Chairman, 
distributed the prizes. 

* 
The Staines and District Conservative 

Club again won the C up presented to the 
Coronation League by the Brewery for 
competition with the Conservative Clubs 
in North Surrey a nd South-West M iddle
sex. It is awarded for the best aggregate 
scores in billiards, snooker, cribbage and 
darts. This year four Clubs competed for 
the C up. 
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* 

Winners and runners-up in the various 
sections were :-

SECTION 1. 
Three Tuns, Staines ; 
Jolly Butcher, Staines. 

SECTION 2. 
Greyhound, Sunbury ; 
Three Horseshoes " A ", Feltham. 

SECTION 3. 
Rising Sun, Datchet ; 
Three Horseshoes " B ", Feltha m. 

SECTION 4. 
Royal Horseguardsmen, Brentford ; 
Royal Tar, Brentford. 

* 
Mr. F. W. Freeman, 
H ome Trade 
Manager. presenting 
the Coronation Cup 
to Councillor 
C. Holder, 
Chairman of the 
Staines 
Conservative Club. 



Hop 
A daughter, Susan Kathryn, was born on 
March 31 to Mr. A. C. Howman, (Tied 
House Inspector, Swindon) and Mrs. 
Howman. 

On April 6, a daughter, Shirley Ann, was 
born to Mr .. and Mrs. D. J. Flemington, 
of Swindon Branch. 

The birth of a daughter on March 22 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Gamble, our tenant 
and his wife at the Nag's Head, High 
Wycombe, is announced. 

A son, Charles Richard , was born on 
March 11 to Mr. Francis, Chief Engineer, 
Tamar Brewery, Devonport, and Mrs. 
Fraucis. 

Leaves 

On March 3, a daughter, Ann Lisbeth, 
was bornto Mr. Wooldridge, Refrigerating 
Engineer at Tamar Brewery, Devonport, 
and Mrs. Wooldridge. 

The birth of a daughter was announced on 
March 21 to Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Frusher, 
our tenants at the Hatch Gate, Whit
church. Mr. Frusher is the son of Mrs. 
L. J. Frusher, tenant of The Plough, 
Ottershaw. 

The wedding took place on April 15 of 
Mr. J. Williams and Miss D. Finbow, both 
of the Bottling Department, Staines. On 
behalf of their colleagues, Mr. E. Gosney 
presented them with a clock and towels. 

Congratulations on their recent golden 
wedding anniversary to Mr. and Mrs. 
Jarvis Marshall Hammond, who live at 
Milman Road, Reading. 

Mr. Hammond, who was in our employ 
for 54 years, was formerly Chief Clerk, 
and for many years Manager of Farn
borough Branch. 

The wedding took place at Shinfield Free 
Church on March 20 of Mr. G. Wbitbread, 
of the Advertising Department, Reading, 
to Miss Heather Smith. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. Whirbread. 
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Welcome back to Mrs. Irene B. Bristoe, 
who worked in the general office during 
the war years 1943-46 under Mr. Hawkes, 
until she left to join the W.R.N.S., in 
which she served as a cook. 

Mrs. Bristoe rejoined the firm in 
February. 

At Christ Church, Hengrove, on March 20, 
Mr. K. F. Blacker, of the Surveyor's 
Department, Bristol, was married to Miss 
I. F. Lethbridge. A chiming clock from 
his colleagues, with their good wishes, was 
presented to Mr. Blacker by Mr. B. H. 
Quelch, Bristol Area Manager. 

• Mr. P. Blandford, our night watchman at 
Bristol Brewery, completed 50 years' 
service on June 15. Mr. Blandford com
menced his service in the Bottlery, and 
was later appointed night watchman when 
his health failed and he was unable to do 
a more strenuous job. 

During World War II, in one of the 
raids on Bristol, when the Brewery was 
showered with incendiary bombs, Mr. 
Blandford, by his loyalty and efficiency, 
prevented serious damage. 

At a presentation ceremony at the 
Brewery, Reading, he was presented, by 
General Dempsey, on behalf of the Board 
of Directors, with a chiming clock. 

Mr. P. 
Blandford. 

45 

Mr. S. R . Crouch, of 
Devonport Branch, 
whose appointment as 
Stocktaker was noted 
in the Spring issue. 

A new note- yodelling- has been intro
duced into the Brewery during the last 
few weeks. The men responsible are 
Swiss workmen who are engaged in re
lining the racking vats. The lining, known 
as Ebon lining, is a patent of a Swiss firm, 
Bosari & Company, who sent their own 
workmen to carry out the work. 

The New Inn, Warfield, Berks, has been 
renamed " The Three-Legged Cross." 

Congratulations to Mr. J. 0 . Warwick, 
our tenant at the Bank Tavern, Aldershot, 
and Miss Brenda Valerie Warwick, his 
daughter, who received "pass" marks in 
the Licensed House Training Course held 
at Guildford. 

Congratulations to Mr. F. W. Freeman, 
Home Trade Manager, Reading, who has 
just celebrated his silver wedding 
anniversary. 

A Rose by any other nam.e • • • 

Our Travellers are now known as 
Representatives. 



A crowd of no less than 70,000 was 
attracted to the three-day Horse Trials 
held in April at Badminton Park, the 
estate of His Grace the Duke of Beaufort. 

Again, through our good friends, Messrs. 
Letheby & Christopher, Ltd. , we were 
privileged to supply our products to the 
refreshment marquees situated at vantage 
points around the course. 

~ 
Our congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Hillier, our tenant of the cottage adjoining 
The Swan at Kingsclere, who recently 
celebrated their golden wedding. 

Mr. Hillier, we understa nd, was a dray
man for many years. 

Co ngratula tio ns to Miss Ruby M. 
Townsend, now Mrs. Bush, upon her 
marriage on Februa ry 28 to Mr. Ronald 
Bush. 

Colleagues of Mrs. Bush, secretary to 
Mr. A. V. Richardson, the Chief 
Accountant, presented her with a West
minster chiming clock to mark the 
occasion. 

MR. K. E. G. CHENEVIX-TRENCH 

Mr. K. E. G. Chenevix-Trench has been 
appointed Second Assistant Manager of 
the Hotel and Catering D epartment, with 
effect from July I. Mr. Trench, who was 
educated at Stowe School, and has had 
wide experience in the hotel industry in 
this country, served with distinction in 
the R.N.V.R. during the war. 

On demobilisation he commenced his 
hotel training at the Grand Hotel, East
bourne, working his way through all the 
complex departments of a large hotel. 
Subsequently he was appointed Controller 
at the Grosvenor House, Park Lane, and 
for the last twelve months has held an 
appointment in the reception office at that 
hotel. Mr. Trench is an Associate Member 
of the H otel and Catering Institute. 

READERS' PICTURES 

More and more of our readers, we are 
glad to say, are send ing us pictures and 
stories for the HoP LEAF GAZEITE. 

Mr. A. J. Hearn , who is ChiefCellarman 
to Messrs. George E ll iotts, is a keen 
amateur photographer, with an eye for 
news, as well as for the artistic as can be 
seen from these two pictures which he 
took recently. 

A view of the " Downs Hotel" at Epsom, with its 
clear invitation to " H ave a Tavern. " 

An intriguing study of our house, " The Devereux," 
through the attractive wrought ironwork of the 
City of London. 

* * * * * * * * ::: * * * >:~ * 

OUR T.V. STARS 

Millions of T.V. fans recently saw two of 
our horses which took part in a pro
gramme from the grounds of t he Museum 
of English R ural Life, Reading, dealing 
with ancient farming and domestic imple
ments. They were loaned for the occasion 
by the Transport Department of the 
Brewery, and their task was to draw some 
old-fashioned farm carts. 

(Above) 

Mr. " Geordie" Thompson (Transport Dept.} 
walking " Umpire" in front of the cameras. 

(Below) 

M r. George M ylum (Transport Dept.} driving
" Susan." 

(Photos by permission of T he University o f Reading). 
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Courtesy of the Simonds family archives 

© SIMONDSFM1lLY·~~ 

Obituary 

We deeply regret to record the deaths of the following : 

Mr. T. N. Osborne, a pensioner, and late of the Beer Cellars and Grain Department, 
Reading, who died on February 20. Mr. Osborne joined the firm in 1915, and 
retired because of ill-health in 1943. 

Mr. W. H. Harding, a Bristol Branch pensioner since 1936, who died on March 15, 
aged 83 years. 

Mr. William Rayner, a pensioner, who joined the firm in 1923, and was for over 
twenty years Foreman Carpenter at Reading, died on May 14. Mr. Rayner 
was previously with South Berks Brewery. 

Mr. A. G. Rider, M.C., who retired in 1950, after 30 years' service, died on April 12. 
Mr. Rider was formerly with Messrs. Blandy, Hawkins & Co. 

Mr. P. F. Knapp, who died on April 19. Mr. Knapp, prior to his retirement in 
December, 1947, was for twelve years Head Brewer at Reading, and had 
completed 41 years' service. 

* 
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