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Arthur

Cooper

A "THRIVING
OF THE

_Editorial
THE

SPIRIT

OF

The Cooper
at his task is
the trademark
of the Arthur
Cooper organisation.

CHRISTMAS

There is never such a feeling of goodwill as there is at the Christmastide.
Even
in the wars amongst Christian nations, instances are recorded where the soldiers,
seeking every opportunity to kill each other at other times, put away their arms
and fraternised on Christmas Day.
It is the season when the bottle passes freely and when the Inn becomes the
hub of conviviality;
it is the season also when Mine Host and Hostess and their
staff are rushed off their feet.
The wonder of it all is that nobody minds-the
crowded bars, the smoke-filled
atmosphere, the press at the counter and the bustling and sidestepping behind the
counter are all accepted as part of the fun.
After the last customer has gone and the doors are shut and barred, it is a weary
staff who look out upon a confused and untidy sea of brimming ash trays, empty
glasses and disturbed furniture-and
there is always only one thing to do about
it-" to get cracking! "
It is true enough that there is a material reward.
The till is crammed and the
empty crates and casks are omens of seasonal prosperity, but there is much more
to it than that. The host and hostess and their staff get more than material reward.
They earn and deserve the goodwill and gratitude of their customers-if
the Inn
wasn't there the conviviality would not be there either.
The hard work of the innkeepers makes the " Spirit of Christmas"
possible in
the bars, and they may never appreciate nor know what pleasure and true friendships
they have engendered in their houses.
The goodwill of the Inn is not to be sneered
at-we
all know what friendship can be cemented and what good companions
and happy hours are to be found there.
May this Christmas
and their staffs !

be a happy one and a prosperous

one for all our innkeepers
THE
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EDITOR

Unearthed
recently was a relic from
the past of this thriving offshoot of the
H. & G. Simonds organisation-a
price
list of wines and spirits which, on New
Year's Day, 1867, was issued for the
customers
of Lewis Cooper from his
premises in the Market Place at Reading,
where today the Head Offices of Arthur
Cooper, his successor, are housed.
Although that was nearly 90 years ago,
the firm of Coopers, Wine Merchants,
was then no youngster.
There had no
doubt been many changes since it was
founded 70 years previously, in 1797, in

***************
)f

AH!

SWEET MEMORIES!

Dated 1867, a price list of Wines and
Spirits of Lewis Cooper, under which
name the firm was at that time trading,
quotes 21/- pet: dozen for Marsala
" Very Fine" and even less-only 18/per dozen-for Tarragona " Very Rich."
For Beaujolais 21/-(1/9 per bottle)
was also asked, whilst Brandy was
offered at 28/- per gallon; Old Jamaica
Rum at 18/- per gallon, and Strongest
Gin at 14/6 per gallon, with Cordial Gin
for only 13/- for the same quantity.
The price list also announces that the
list of prices were subject to 5 %
discount if paid for within one month
and 5 % interest was required if more
than twelve months' credit was taken.
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OFFSHOOT

H. & G. SIMONDS

ORGANISATION"

Reading's Gun Street, but there were to
be many more in the years that followed.
From .there about 30 years later the
b.usi.ness moved to the present premises in
what was then named the Butter Market.
Prices quoted in this list, which it
carefully states were" Duty Paid," make
comparison with the present day something more than odious.
None the less
they are interesting and some of them are
listed elsewhere on this page.
It is certainly no fault of the enthusiastic
Group Manager, Mr. Philip Wadlow, and
his widely scattered staff that, in the price
of their products and the other goods they
offer, such a wide difference has developed
during the eventful intervening years, due
in the main to increased Duty.
Group Manager, Mr. Philip Wadlow, pointing out
a feature planned for the interior of a new branch,
a matter which always receives the utmost co~~
sideration, to his Chief Clerk, Mr. Victor Martin.
Mr. Wad/ow is a member of the Hote/sand Catering
Institute and an Associate member of the Guild of
Sommeliers,

~

already two thriving shops. Pursuing a
policy of development, an early extension
of activities in South Wales and in the
London area is planned.
The branches are widely scattered,
covering an area from London to Penzance
and from Brighton to Banbury. Basingstoke and Brixham, Torquay, Paignton,
Portsmouth and Plymouth are some of
the towns where the Cooper trade mark,
depicting the craftsman cooper at his task,
can be found, and where the Arthur
Cooper tradition has been extended and
is flourishing.
The Back-room Boys

Downstairs at the Market Place, Reading, in the shop where the business was founded and which has seen
so many changes, a customer is served by Mr. Walter Court, Assistant Manager.
In the background
Mrs. 1. F. Wright replaces with appropriate reverence a bottle on the well-stocked shelves.

A Policy of Expansion
In the wine vaults Mrs. Vera Saville fills up the
shelves in preparation for the huge demand which
Christmas always brings.

Business methods and the tastes of our
customers have changed also, but as
successor to the long line of members of
the Cooper family, Mr. Wadlow, supported
by his enthusiastic staff, has jealously
guarded, and enhanced the enviable
reputation built up through the years.

The accompanying photographs show
some, and unfortunately it is not possible
to show all, who help in the handling of
our products in the cellars and in the
Brewery, in our shops and in transit to
the homes of our customers. Neither must
we forget our "back-room" personnel
who are seldom seen by the public, but

Veteran Bart Day, Head Cellarman, with 35 years'
service to his credit, "binning"
bottles in the
Cellars. This operation is not so simple as it looks.
Lack of care could lead to a minor disaster if the
bin-like Humpty Dumpty-came tumbling down.

From a Port pipe I12-gallon cask, John Gargett is bottling Port, whilst Cellarman Frank Foster corks the
bottles as they are filled. Bottling fine wine is still done direct from the tap.

Old fashioned reliability and respect for
its customers, honesty and integrity in its
dealings, service of the highest order and
wares of the best quality-these are just
part of the inheritance which was born
and developed in one Reading shop and
which has since been carefully and skilfully introduced into each and all of the
chain of branches. These branches, at
the moment of writing, number thirtyfour, but by the time you read this there
will be more.
New premises are soon to be opened at
Exeter and at Bristol, where there are

4
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bottle of beer even though it may be
regarded by the customer, who eventually
consumes it, as his daily medicine.
For the customer to whom beer appeals
more than wine, it is certainly no disadvantage to know that in our case his
wine merchant is also a brewer. They
willingly concede that a compliment on
quality from such a customer extends
beyond the Arthur Cooper staff alone and
includes a share for the brewery staff.

Horse vans were still used for Reading Town
deliveries. When Albert Stark, pictured here in the
Cellar at the Market Place shop, commenced work
over fifty years ago, the horse he drove in those
days, Molly, a high-stepper, was one of the sights
of the town.

who serve them none the less by their
activities in their own spheres.
It is of course the expert and careful
handling that makes the goods worth
having. There is no need to shake a

It is not necessary to be a connoisseur
to appreciate a glass of good wine.
Holidays on the Continent are given some
of the credit for the increasing number of
people in this country who regularly enjoy
wine in their homes. Many of them show
a keen discrimination.
Indeed, Arthur
Cooper's managers find it a pleasure to
cater to their taste and welcome the
opportunity it provides for service.
The Enormous Stock
The range of goods is enormous and is
constantly being extended to meet the
requirements of the patrons ; the constant
aim is to give the customer exactly what
he or she asks for-from a bundle of tooth
picks to a Methuselah of Champagne
(contains eight bottles), from a firkin of

Smart motor vans now provide daily delivery to customers from every Branch. Here Van Driver Ken
Jewell meets Branch Manager Mr. Alfred W. Pickin on returning to the Basingstoke Road Branch after
delivering the customers' orders.

drinks are required-the
Arthur Cooper
organisation can cope readily. Advice on
the different types of wine to be consumed
with a particular food is willingly given,
and, in addition to providing the liquor,
glasses may be lent. In fact, they will lend
the drinks, too-unopened
bottles can be
returned .•and will be credited,
thus
providing a way of avoiding the grave
social crime of" running dry."

beer to a small bottle of mineral water-it
is no problem at all to supply the customer
promptly.
It is perhaps of interest to mention that
no less than 600 items, including 25
different Clarets, are regularly stocked, or
can be promptly obtained from the main
cellars. Cocktail cherries and cherry sticks
as might be expected, but perhaps not
everyone would appreciate that chocolates
also (liqueur ones, of course) are included
=-and very popular they are, too.

When

this issue of the Hop LEAF
is published, the Arthur Cooper
staff will still be hard at work coping
cheerfully with the last minute demands of
their annual nightmare, the Christmas
rush. And a few days later, at the end
of the year, they will have confirmed by
another twelve months of success the idea
put forward in 1951 that what had been
done for so many years in Reading by
solid honest trading could, with modern
methods, be achieved in other places.
GAZETTE

Something
more than
a nodding
acquaintance with the goods one handles
is always an asset and our shop managers
are encouraged-and
indeed many have
not needed encouragement-to
attend
courses to increase their knowledge of
their trade.
Avoiding Crime
Pursuing the policy of service ; when it
comes to private parties-any
party where

Exteriors

and Interiors

An attraotive exterior for every shop and an interior planned
possible the wide range of products is the desired objective.
The Manager, Mr. L. D. Hem, discusses the window
display with his assistant, Mr. E. D. Evans, at our
busy Brixham Branch.

to display as well as
·.~~·V

-..oa
Serving a customer is Mrs. Embery ; who manages
the Oxford Road Branch at Reading, which has
only recently had its "face lifted."

The Cooper Crew
Selected at random from the small, but keen and
enthusiastic team who manage our chain of shops.

1. Mr. C. G. Francis, well-known Manager
of Headington, Oxford Branch.
Mr. Francis has a son who is "following
in his father's footsteps" working on the
staff at Oxford.

Her Majesty, the Queen Mother, at the Reading Civic Luncheon.

2. Mr. H. V. Davidson, Newbury Branch
Manager since 1953, had previous experience as Assistant Manager in a high-class
grocers and wine merchants.

A Royal Event
The Company, through its Hotels and
Catering Department, was honoured to
be commissioned to undertake the whole
of the catering arrangements at the Town
Hall, Reading, on October 26th, on the
occasion of the visit of Her Majesty,
Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother.

3. Another comparative newcomer, Mr.
A. M. Johns, of Swindon Branch, who
joined us less than two years ago.
4. At one of our London Branches,
Mr. F. A. Stevenson is Manager at the
Cricklewood Broadway shop.

The Council Chamber was transformed
into a very attractive Banqueting Hall and
the floral decorations were carried out by
Mrs. M. Eagle, Departmental Secretary,
and Mrs. Hastings, wife of Mr. John
Hastings, Deputy Manager of the Department.

S. Mr. L. D. Hern, who presides over our
Branch in Brixham's Fore Street.
THE TOWN CLERK'S APPRECIATION
With reference to the recent Royal visit, Mr. H. C. Davis, Head of the Hotels and Catering
Department, has received the following letter from Mr. G. F. Darlow, Town Clerk of Reading:
"Dear Mr. Davis,
OPENING OF THE READING TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Will you please accept my personal thanks
Hastings. The lunch itself was not only
for the arrangements which you were
excellent in quality, but the service was
good enough to make for the civic
deft and speedy.
luncheon on this occasion. One of the
lam satisfied that everything possible
things which has touched me has been
was done to make the visit a success, and
the magnificent and willing co-operation
I know that all who worked so hard did
which I have received from everybody
so for the simple pleasure of making their
concerned. It is quite impossible for me
own particular personal contribution to
to thank, or even to know individually,
the Borough's tribute of loyal and
all the persons to whom my gratitude is
affectionate regard for Her Majesty
due. There will no doubt be members of
herself.
your staff who, directly or indirectly,
Lastly, but by no means least, I wish to
undertook some part of the burden in
thank you personally for all the time,
additional work and responsibility of some
trouble, care and thought which you
sort or another. I would like each one
yourself devoted to this matter. Your
of them to feel that theirs was an essential
expert knowledge of these occasions was
part in building up the complete picture.
quite invaluable and was so readily given
All those who were present at the civic
on every occasion I sought it. I hope
lunch commented on the most delightful
that you yourself feel that the occasion
appearance of the Council Chamber, and
was worthy of the event and that you will
I would particularly like my thanks to
remember it, as I shall, as an outstanding
be expressed to Mrs. Eagle and Mrs.
success.
Yours sincerely, (Sgd.) G. F. DARLOW, Town Clerk."

6. Mr. M. W. Bennett, Manager of our
Brighton Branch in Castle Square, who
claims to have" some of the most interesting customers you could wish to meet "Anna Neagle, Eric Portman, George
Formby, Shelley Winters, Margaret
Leighton, and many other such famous
people.
7. Mr. Harold G. R. Constable, Manager
of our Branch at Cirencester, entered the
licensed trade 21 years ago and was
appointed Manager of this Branch in 1950,
upon the closing of the Cirencester Branch
of H. & G. Simonds in 1950.

************
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Wines, as follows, were supplied by the
Wine and Spirit Department :Fino Seco
Deidesheimer Kieselberg 1949
Calon Segur 1947
Liqueurs

A function of this kind has to be very
carefully timed and to achieve an efficient
service much forethought
is essential.
Mr. Duncan Simonds personally examined
all the detail of the arrangements
and
inspected the tables, kitchens, buffets, etc.,
just previous to the arrival of Her Majesty
and His Worship the Mayor.
The menu served at the luncheon
as follows :HORS D'OEUVRES
POULET

The Hotels and Catering Department
have in recent years also had the honour
of catering for a luncheon for the late
King when he visited Brock Barracks,
Reading, as Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal
Berkshire Regiment, and, more recently,
for the provision
of a luncheon
at
Pangbourne
Nautical
College on the
occasion of the visit of His Royal Highness,
The Duke of Edinburgh.

was

VARIES

EN CASSEROLE GRANDE-MERE

PETITS POlS AU BEURRE

POMMfS ANNA

BOMBE P ANACHEE
LES FROMAGES ASSORTIS AU cELERI
CAFE

Another

Function

His Majesty King Feisal of Iraq and his
Prime Minister were guests at another
function catered for by our Hotels and
Catering Department.

Hamilton
driving a Jaguar Sports Car
with Mr. Tony Rolt won the Le Mans
Sports Car Race two years ago in France.
The
catering
arrangements,
which
included a Smoked Salmon and Oyster
Buffet, were supervised
by our Mr.
Chenevix- Trench.

It was a private party for Mr. Duncan
Hamilton, the well-known racing driver,
at his private residence at W okingham.
Other celebrities attending included the
Queen's cousin and several other wellknown racing drivers, including Peter
Whitehead and Tony Rolt. Mr. Duncan

King Feisal is himself a keen motor
racing
enthusiast,
and
has
recently
acquired a new Mercedes-Benz
Sports
racing car.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
THE

THINGS

THEY

adulterations
to which beer is often
subjected.
Quassia, gentian, wormwood,
broomtop, to impart bitterness ; capsicum,
ginger, coriander, orange-peel, carraway,
to give pungency;
opium, coculusindicus,
nux-vomica, tobacco, poppy, henbane, to
intoxicate;
sulphuric acid, alum, vitriol,
salt, to impart various properties-all
are
suspected, and more than suspected, of
playing a part in the manufacture of some
of those beverages which occasionally go
by the name of beer."

The risks our forefathers ran are well
illustrated by the following extract from
an old Reading guide which, after recommending our firm, continues :"Those
who consider
their health
should be very careful of the source from
whence they derive their ale, for it is only
by going to a respectable and well-known
firm that they can ensure a really
invigorating, wholesome, innoxious, and
not deleterious beverage.
The world knows very little of the
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Nature

Notes

(BY C.H.P.)

A GREAT

PILGRIMAGE

I always think November is the best
month for pike fishing and, at the time
of writing this November, seems as though
it is going to be a wonderful month.
Thrushes, larks, linnets, robins and wrens
have been singing gaily, and a few bats
and butterflies have been on the wing.
" Gentlemen

they find their way?
They are not
accompanied by their parents, the only
eels that have made the journey before,
and yet onward, onward, they go, unerringly till they reach their destination.
In Spring, Summer, Autumn or Winter,
no angler can be dull when he knows such
wonders as these are taking place all
around him-wonders,
many of which he
can actually witness as they are being
performed.

First"

As you sit by the riverside you can well
imagine the great pilgrimage of eels going
on just in front of you, for about this
season of the year they seek their spawning
grounds in the depths of the sea, hundreds
of fathoms below the surface in the far
distant Atlantic.
It is a question
of
" gentlemen first," for the males precede
the females in this great journey
to
Nature's
"call
over"
in the ocean's
distant depths.
And, oh! What haste
and excitement there must be in order
that they may be there in time to answer
c c Adsum,
to carry out the great purpose
of my life."
And it is their last long
journey for the parent eels never return
to our rivers and ponds.
And then I see,
with a little more imagination, other eels
whose time for migration
is not yet,
digging themselves in, curling themselves
up comfy and entering upon their long
winter's sleep in the bed of the Thames.

Sporting

Phraseology

Away across the water is a covert of
coots, enjoying themselves. I think covert
is the proper term to express the plurality
of coots and, as most sportsmen know, it
is correct to speak of a brace of partridges,
a leash of hares, a covey of grouse, a wisp
of snipe, a couple of rabbits, a sege of
herons, a spring of teal, a gaggle of geese,
a fall of woodcock, a murmuration of
starlings, a charm of goldfinches, a sculk
of foxes, a cete of badgers, etc.
Early

Departure

Despite the fact that we had a particularly long and hot summer, the swifts,
swallows and martins took their departure
unusually early.

Elvers

I think, too, of the Spring, when countless thousands of little eels will wriggle
their way upstream, and over grassland
and even walls, to ponds or other rivers.
How wonderful it all is ! These little eels,
or elvers, about a year old, have travelled
many hundreds
of miles through
the
trackless waters of the oceans.
How do

II
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Christmas
"During
the past 25 years more and
more people have decided to spend the
Christmas holidays in hotels rather than
in their own homes," Mr. H. C. Davis,
Manager of the Hotels and Catering
Department, said in a recent discussion
about hotels and their Christmas trade,
and, judging by what Mr. Davis said,
there is much to commend this growing
custom.

IIII

~

Nearly one thousand letting rooms
in forty Simonds Hotels throughout the
whole territory will be occupied by guests
during this Christmas.
Guests will, at a reasonable price, be
able to enjoy the best of Christmas fare
in warm, well-decorated surroundings and
have the best beers, wines and spirits at
hand.
The" Queen's Hotel," Farnborough, in the country
of the Garth Hounds and the Farley Hill Beagles,
and within easy reach of several famous beauty
spots. It has forty bedrooms, a superb ballroom
and four bars.

.

In

Our Hotels
There is much in favour of spending
Christmas in an hotel from the housewife's
point of view-no shopping to do in overcrowded shops, no cooking, no washing
up, breakfast in bed if you want it, and
always plenty of good friends to share
the good things with.
The kind of Christmas

you like

In some hotels the accent is on the
more frivolous way of spending the
holiday-plenty
of dancing, games, entertainment and parties, but some people
like to spend the holiday quietly, to
recapture the spirit of Yuletide-churchgoing, logs on the fire, dim lights and
ghost stories told quietly over the nuts
and port. These people are catered for
also, thus by choosing your hotel you can
have the kind of Christmas that appeals.

!

The" Queen's Hotel" in the centre of Newport, one of the most modern and luxurious hotels in South Wales.

At Christmas-time, as Mr. Davis said,
there is a happy feeling of co-operation
about-" The Spirit of Christmas," he
called it. This mutual feeling of goodwill
which permeates the guests and staff leads
to a jolly and happy atmosphere which
makes hotel life at Christmas a most
enjoyable experience.
For the Hotels and Catering Department Christmas is the culmination of
many months of considering, advising,
organisation and ordering.

" Perhaps

a Boar's

Head .•• "

The Reading Head Office receives
proposed menus and party programmes
long before Christmas. These have to be
studied with special reference to the
hotel's situation and accommodation.
Many of the houses are in the hunting
country and the local Hunt hold their
Boxing Day Meet in front of the premises.
Stirrup Cups have to be considered.
Perhaps a boar's head would be suitable
at one hotel, a dance band might be

The" Sunningdale Hotel," near Ascot, is more of a country club than a hotel. Its reputation for comfort,
service and cuisine is unrivalled.

suggested for another. Menus differ and
the timing of the Christmas Dinner
differs-sometimes
midday,
sometimes
evening. In every case the question of
expense is important, the tariff must be as
reasonable as possible.

All the year round the host has the
important and responsible task of supervising the comfort, ease and well-being of
his guests, but never more so than at
Christmas.

As far as staff and supplies are concerned Christmas comes as a sudden
peak-like
August Bank Holiday-in
an
otherwise quiet period. Decorations have
to be considered and allowed for, wines
chosen, and supplies estimated.

The Christmas arrangements
at the
" Royal Castle Hotel," Dartmouth, dating
from 1639, a hotel of mellow comfort and
which includes even a genial ghost, is
typical of what guests may expect at one
of our hotels. The Christmas festivities
start on the Friday, the 23rd, with a
Children's
Fancy
Dress Party;
on
Christmas Eve the Britannia Beagles meet
there in the morning;
there will be a
special luncheon for children and a novelty
fancy dress tea party:
carol singers and
bellringers visit the house in the evening.
On Christmas Day after the traditional
luncheon, various prizes and after-dinner
stories, the guests will hear the Queen's
speech. There will be a Christmas tree
and games for the children and in the
evening a Punch Bowl for the adults.

How to Photograph
Your Favourite Pub
By our Staff Photographer,

Bernard

Cockshutt

A Typical Programme

When all these things are considered,
the good value offered for example, by an
all-in tariff of 35/- a day, can be well
appreciated.

On Boxing morning a brass band
contest will take place and a fancy dress
dinner in the evening. Finally, on the
Tuesday, well in keeping with the spirit
of Christmas, there will be a staff dinner
in the evening when the guests will wait
on the staff.
The" Haunch of Venison" in Salisbury, is six-anda-half centuries old, and has been described as
" a jewel of architectural evolution."
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Most cameras, even the simplest box
camera, are capable of producing a result
suitable for reproduction in the Hop Leaf
Gazette if properly handled.

~

I

~

A lens hood is almost an essential
accessory. Apart from shading the lens
from the sky, it also helps to stop reflection
from the foreground-a
fact which few
people realise.

The "I only use a box camera"
enthusiast can record his evening meeting
place on film to the satisfaction of himself
and his friends if he follows these rules.

Pictures at Night
For the best results crosslighting helps,
so make sure that the sun-and
without
the sun your pictures will be dull-is
coming over left or right shoulder at your
chosen viewpoint. In exceptional circumstances rain at night on cobbled streets,
with the light from the snug and cosy bar
shining on them, can be most attractivebut this is a case for a raincoat, a tripod
and a lot of patient experiment to get the
right exposure!
Compensations are that
friends will probably
bring suitable
refreshment during your Iongjvigil,

First of all, establish which is the best
viewpoint. Some Inns were renowned as
staging points on the old coaching routes
and a feature of their architecture is the
stable for the horses, usually at the side
of the Inn and through an archway.
Other pubs, older still, nestle by the
village church and make good photographs by virtue of the irregularity of their
oaken beams against the whitewashed
walls, or, in some parts of the country,
pebble dash or flint walls create a texture
which is most attractive photographically.

With regard to exposure, this will vary
according to time of year and district, etc.
The manufacturers usually include a guide
to exposure which is very accurate and
lists most types of conditions. If in doubt,
increase the exposure, as a dense negative
is preferable to one which shows a ghastly
ghostly image.

Usually there is a history behind your
local drinking haunt and frequently it can
be pictured for your enjoyment.
The Use of Filters
Having picked your viewpoint, now to
technical details. Panchromatic film is best
since it gives accurate colour rendering
and, if you use a colour filter, any clouds
that are in the background can be used
to improve the pictorial interest of your
photograph. A deep yellow filter is best
for most subjects but sometimes a green
filter will prove more suitable-if there are
trees in the picture, for instance, as it
lightens the foliage. Do not forget to
increase your exposure; twice for a yellow
and four times for a green filter is usually
sufficient.
.

Interiors require a tripod and a camera
capable of focussing for close-ups. With
modern, inexpensive flashbulbs this is the
easiest and quickest way of making
accurate records, but bewareof reflections.
and do not try and photograph against the
main lighting-into
the window, for
instance.
Lastly, and most important,
camera still.
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THE

OXFORD

If some erudite Don were to write the
History of England's Inns, and if the
volume were to become a school textbook,
future generations of schoolboys would
A place for reflection! Away from the bustle of
commerce stands" The King's Arms" beside the
calm waters of the Thames at Sandford.

AREA

find history a fascinating subject and,
moreover, would most probably be reading an even more authentic story of the
lives and customs of their forefathers than
they do today.

The Don might, for example, well
write ... " The University Boat Race is a
unique institution which attracts thousands
of people to the banks of the Thames on
a spring morning once a year. It had its
origins in the dim past when young
University students used to row in the
same boat from their seat of learning to
Inns beside the rivers near Oxford and
Cambridge. "

Oxford. Just three miles by river from the
University, it was just the place to row to
for a foaming tankard of ale. On fine
summer evenings about 1800, the students
used to row there for supper and race
back.
These happy-go-lucky "racebacks"
eventually became organisedtoday they are the famous bumping races.
" The King's Arms" is at present in the
course of decoration and internal rearrangement so that its unrivalled gallery
of Oxford boatrace crews, stretching back
to 1869 when the first photographer set
up his tripod and black cloth in Oxford,
is temporarily packed away.

Undoubtedly, the strategic position of
"The King's Arms" beside the Thames
at Sandford had an enormous amount to
do with the popularity of rowing at

There can be few more pleasant inns
in England than this one beside the calm
waters of Old Father Thames. It is the
haunt of fishermen as well as rowers,
because the river here is also a favourite
place for every possible kind of Thames
fish.
The licensee, Mr. "Sid"
Berridge,
previously Steward at Oxford's Clarendon
Club, is a popular and efficient host,
who spares no pains to keep his customers
and hotel guests well entertained. He was
in the regular army for 21 years, and was
with the Red Berets when they glided on
to French soil on D-Day plus one. Mrs.
Berridge's hot pies are a speciality of the
house and are well worth going miles to
taste on a chilly autumn evening.
"The King's Arms" has everythingeven a ghostly coach and four which
revellers, groping their way home on
New Year's Eve, claim to have seen-the
horses galloping madly with frightened
eyes, their tails flying in the wind and
post horns playing an eerie medley.
The Councillor " Awards a Tie"
The " White Hart" in Didcot, in the
Vale of the White Horse, has plenty of
interest too. This fine brick-built house
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Part of the County of Berkshire lies
within the Oxford Branch area so our next
call was to the ancient town of Wantage
where King Alfred the Great was born in
the year 849.
Our " Royal Oak Inn " there is a busy
and popular house just by the crossing of
the Swindon to Reading and Hungerford
to Oxford main roads.

" The White Hart"
at Didcot has a noble
exterior.

with its roomy bars has what is confidently
claimed to be the best lounge in North
Berkshire. It is probably the only inn
in the country which " awards a tie" to
the regular members of their darts teams.
A very pleasant tie it is-the head of a
white hart embroidered on a dark background.
Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Salvetti have been
seven years in the house, and during that
time Mr. Salvetti has collected a most
interesting and unusual collection of corks
for his spirit and liqueur bottles. Every
cork is in the form of a wooden figure
which can be manipulated by pushing a
wooden peg. Nor has Mrs. Salvetti been

idle; she has collected over 170 miniature
bottles filled with spirits and liqueurs
from practically every country in the
world.
Mr. Salvetti also finds time to take part
in local affairs. He is a member of the
Wallingford Rural District Council and
serves on the Public Health Committee
and the Finance
and Establishment
Committees.

Wantage is a prosperous town these
days, situated as it is near the Harwell
Atomic Centre, the American Airfields
and the horse racing establishments at
Lambourn.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Edwards have been
at the " Royal Oak" for twelve months,
but they are already well acquainted with
the history of the house and the town,
because, as Mr. Edwards says, "We
can always ask George."
Mr. George
Weaving, now in his seventy-third year,
has been a regular customer of the house
for close on sixty years, and what he
doesn't know of local history is certainly
not worth knowing. The house itself,
which includes four bedrooms for letting,
is a mixture of ancient and modern.

Scooped out of the Sea
The village of Burford was once the
centre of the great Cotswold wool industry
when prosperous landowners employed
skilled stonemasons to build solid and
beautiful villages with the excellent local
stone. Burford has lost its commercial
importance, but has retained its charm
and lovely buildings.
The 400-years-old "Cotswold Arms"
at the foot of the steep wide street is an
excellent example of attractive and ancient
architecture. It caters for the local trade
and also for a considerable passing trade,
for it is on the main road to Birmingham
and the lovely country around attracts
many tourists in the proper season.
The landlord, Mr. R. G. Foulkes, and
Mrs. Foulkes have just taken over the
house. Mr. Foulkes only recently left
the Navy where he made history shortly
before he retired. A naval plane he was
piloting last March developed engine
trouble eight miles out over the English
Channel, and he was forced to bale out.
Three minutes after he landed in the cold
and unfriendly sea, he was scooped out
by a net dangled from a helicopter. The
net was wound in, and Mr. Foulkes
stepped into the aircraft-the
first man

The" Cotswold Arms," Burford=a typical
Cotswold Inn built with the attractive local stone.

Salvetti examine one 0/ their

" The Royal Oak," Wantage.
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Mr. and Mrs. Frank Edwards wishing each other
" A Happy Christmas."
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interesting, comfortable
furnished inn.

Crimean War put a stop to that, so it
became" The Emperor of Prussia" until
the Kaiser started on us, so, for safety's
sake, the title of our own Royal Household
was then chosen. In the capable hands of
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Baston, the house is
one of the most popular in the town.

Samuel

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Baston.

Mr. and Mrs. Foulkes.

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey and the Parish Boundary
Stone in their Saloon Bar.

ever to be scooped out of the sea in such
a manner.

University who hold various functionsluncheons, society meetings and dinners
in the" Roebuck Tap's" noble restaurant.

Now, settling down
charming inn, Mr. and
have the personality
prosperous life in the

well in their cosy,
Mrs. Foulkes both
for a long and
licensing business.·

On one occasion, however, even he was
a little shaken. A figure dressed as
Napoleon mounted on a charger rode up
to the inn followed by fifty other students
on horseback. As the " Roebuck" is an
old coaching house, the revellers were
entitled to demand stabling and fodder for
their horses as well as refreshments for
themselves-and this indeed was arranged.

Not far from Burford is the other
famous woollen town of Witney which
gives its name to warm, fleecy blankets.
The "House
of Windsor"
there is
another Cotswold style house, small but
busy, old but comfortable.
Its title has
changed through the years according to
whom our wartime enemies have been.
Once it was the" Tzar of Russia," but the
The" House of Windsor," Witney.

Napoleon's

Famous

Victory

Oxford City, with its famous connections, its magnificent colleges and
lovely rivers, must be quite the busiest
provincial town in England. Commerce
and culture combine there; its streets are
bustling, its markets hives of activity, and
its inns crowded.
The" Roebuck Tap" in
is situated right in the hub
activities-in
the heart of
town and the centre of its
beside the market, and
popular stores.

Market Street
of all kinds of
the university
colleges, right
close to the

The present landlord is Mr. W. J.
Harvey, who has been the licensee for
15 years; his family have been there for
just on fifty. His long residence there has
inured Mr. Harvey to the oddities and
whimsies of the young men of the
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The inn was once the Tap of the now
defunct Roebuck Hotel, and is about
300 years old.
Alterations which were
carried out there in 1939 caused the
boundaries of two Parishes to go right
through the present saloon bar. As the
custom of "beating
the bounds"
is
retained there, the Vicar and choir arrive
in the saloon bar every Ascension
Thursday to carry out the ceremony.
Sherry, ginger pop and ginger cakes are
provided to help this unusual party to
carry out their onerous duties.
The " Roebuck Tap"

is indeed a most
,
21

excellently

Pepys and the Toby Jugs

Another old Oxford inn is the" New
Inn," St. Aldates, exactly opposite the
Town Hall. It has several small bars, a
great amount of mahogany and stained
glass and an atmosphere of cosiness and
warmth. In the old days it was used a
great deal by the craftsmen of the town-sthe tailors, the chandlers and the saddlers
who used to sip their coffee and rum in
their respective" snugs."
Samuel Pepys, in his Diary, mentioned
the house, which, situated as it is, attracts
a great deal of trade from the various
Town Hall functions, and its large and
comfortable lounge, which has its own
bar, is a popular and crowded place at
week-ends.
The house has a large and interesting
collection
of Toby Jugs which the
Manager, Mr. H. J. Martin, continues to
The" New Inn," Oxford.

It was the occasion of the anniversary
of the Battle of Austerlitz, one of
Napoleon's famous victories, and the
students, for reasons best known to
themselves, had decided to celebrate the
victory in such a fashion.

and

" The Biggest Village"
Our next call was to Eynsham, which
Mr. John Thornton described as "the
biggest village in England and the one
where people live the longest."
Mr.
Thornton is landlord of the "Queen's
Head" there: His house, neat, compact
and whitewashed, is away from the main
roads and is the favourite port of call for
the local residents.

The pleasant exterior of the" Dewdrop Inn."

The pleasantly named" Dewdrop Inn"
on the outskirts of the town is a tastefully
decorated inn and the favourite haunt of
dons, school masters and students, who
live or lodge in the area.

Interval for a sip of" Tavern" and a chat with the
customers-Mr. and Mrs. Watts in their Saloon
Lounge.

Well in its tradition of the Village Inn,
is the Harvest Home, which is held in the
bar annually and which provides funds
for the local Parish Church.
At Woodstock, a pleasant Oxfordshire
village built of the Cots wold stone, is
another attractive inn-" The Crown "kept by Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Rutter-Ware,
Its ancient origin is confirmed by a framed
copy of the Parish Register showing the
rates for the house for the year 1725.

Mr. Ware played us an operatic air on his violin.

travelled the world, visiting practically
every country and many of the less
known islands of the world. His wellthumbed
and extensive photographic
album is one of the wonders of Oxfordshire. It includes pictures of curious
places such as the Beer Fountain of
Hawaii where customers bought only a
mug and were then allowed to drink as
much beer as they could from the
fountain;
and pictures also of beautiful
and interesting out-of-the-way customs
and people.

It has a very comfortable and wellfurnished lounge where the landlord
entertained us by playing an operatic air
on his violin. Mr. Ware is an expert
musician, and has six times circumnavigated the globe in the course of his
musical career. He learned to play at
the age of 12, and joined the Oxford and
Bucks Regiment as a band boy in 1915.
On leaving the Army he joined the Bristol
Symphony Orchestra.
It was as a member of ships' orchestras that Mr. Ware

increase. The jugs represent well-known
figures in every sphere of life-politicians,
soldiers, clerics, and well-known characters
of fiction.

Mr. C. L. Watts, the licensee, an exregular Army Major, and Mrs. Watts
believe that customers arc attracted by
oomfort and pleasant surroundings-and
their lounge bar, with its old beams and
several fires at strategic positions, is quite
one of the best in the area. It is one of
the film's oldest houses.

whatever the season, the house is beautifully and generously adorned with fresh
seasonable flowers.

Mrs. Ware, whom Mr. Ware first met
on a Mediterranean cruise, used to be a

The neat whitewashed" Queen's Head."

Its attractive, colourful interior owes
much to Mr. Thornton's hobby which is
flower growing. Mrs. Thornton has first
call on the flower beds and as a result,

Another attractive Cotswold-st yle house is
" The Crown" at Woodstock.

" There's nothing like flowers for making the place
cheerful," says Mrs. Thornton, and Mr. Thornton
agrees.
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sizes and shapes appear through the
plaster-the
little room now used as an
off-licence is built around a huge natural
tree trunk which disappears through the
ceiling into the upstairs rooms. The
leaded windows and casements, the oddly
shaped twisted rooms and staircases and
the two magnificent stone fireplaces
redolent of the romance of Cavalier and
Roundhead history lend the "Birdcage
Inn" a charm and atmosphere rarely to
be met with in any English inn of today.

The rambling, intriguing "Bird
Thame.

Cage Inn"

at

Company Secretary. She quickly made
herself at home in the licensing trade ; for
a number of years she has been the
Secretary of the Oxford and District
Licensed Victuallers' Women's Auxiliary
League. During the last three years the
committee has raised over £200 every
year for charities.
-The " Court of Pie Powder"
Thame is a quiet, dignified town with
exceptionally broad streets. It takes its
name from the nearby river, and it was
here that John Hampden, the famous
Cromwellian General, died.
The oldest inn in this ancient town is
the "Birdcage Inn," a finely preserved,
beautiful Elizabethan house. Its interior
has hardly been changed throughout the
years, and everywhere huge beams of all

Iii
Iii;

In the old days its cellars were used as
dungeons for wrongdoers awaiting their
trial at a summary court known as the
" Court of Pie Powder." In those days
there was a notorious criminal known as
the Magpie who, when he was captured,
was lodged in the dungeons downstairs.
Subsequently the sign of the house
became "The Magpie in a Cage." In
recent years this title has been shortened
to " The Birdcage Inn."
The house is in the capable hands of
Mr. and Mrs. C. Higgins, who maintain
the hotel and the bars in a way which well
enhances the authentic charm of this
splendid inn.
Mr. and Mrs. Higgins.

Mr. A. N. Phillips making the presentation to Mr. Antill.

Tom Antill

Honoured
Messrs. Phillips 51 years before.

Mr. Tom Antill-" Gentleman Tom" he
is called in the Trade-stood
in front of
nearly 200 people at the "Liswerry
Hotel," Newport, and said, "What I have
done for anybody, I have done with a
good heart. . . . All I can say is that
little things add up, and this is the result.
I am overwhelmed."

He said that Mr. Antill went out on the
road as the firm's free trade representative for Newport in 1919. In 1950
his area was extended to cover the whole
of the Eastern Valley as well as Newport.
" There is not a brewer's representative
in the whole of the country with a finer
record than Tommy Antill's," he said.
" He has never lost a customer through
any fault of his own."

Mr. Antill, who has been in the Trade
more than 51 years, had just been presented with a television set and a wallet of
notes by Newport ex-Club Stewards and
Stewards' Association as a token of their
appreciation of his services as a traveller.

During the 36 years that Mr. Antill had
spent on the road, Mr. Phillips calculated
that he had consumed between 9,000 and
10,000 pints.

10,000 Pints

I"

,I

The presentation was made
Phillips, Director of H. &
Newport, who said that Mr.
the firm when it was under

I

I

" A Perfect Gentleman"
"A traveller's job is not easy, but
when we meet, we meet as friends," Mr.
Antill added, in his reply to tributes. "We

by Mr. A. N.
G. Simonds,
Antill joined
the name of

~

I

I
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"The

drink one another's beer, but we never run
it down-though
we think ours is better."

I

I
11

I

Guests"

Mr. Antill alluded to the presence of
some of his old friends in the Trade, men
like Billy Harris, Jack Dunn and Ivor
Morgan, and offered this advice to young
travellers:
"Keep on and it will come
to you."
Mr. Dick Jones (" Cross Hands Hotel,"
Newport), Chairman of the Presentation
Committee, who presided, and gave a
toast to " Tommy Antill," said collecting
money for the fund was easy-everyone
approached gave with the best of grace.

Replies were made by Mr. S. C.
Saunders (Area Manager, Simonds), who
said Mr. Antill had been described to him
as " the straightest and most gentlemanly
traveller on the road today," Mr. H. L.
Foster (Ansells), Mr. A. Davies (Wm.
Hancock Ltd.) and Mr. L. Jones (Gale,
Lister and Co.).
A bouquet was presented to Mrs. Antill
by Mrs. J. G. Williams.

Supporting speakers were Mr. A. H.
Glyn (Ansells), Mr. A. E. Mole (Mitchells
and Butler)-who
described Mr. Antill
as "a perfect gentleman and a perfect
traveller "-and Mr. H. Storey (Chairman,
Maindee Conservative Club).

Other members of the Presentation
Committee were: Mr. R. Barnett, Mr. L.
Fletcher, Mr. S. Boucher, Mr. W. Green,
Mr. R. Harris and Mr. C. Wood.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ,~ * *
THE

M.P.

AND

THE

I
I'
I

* * * * * * *

AND

BY THE

INCH

POUND

One of the most popular ways of collecting
money for charities in public houses at
present is by building pennies up cemented
by beer on the rim of a pint glass.
At the" Rokeby Arms," Newbury, the
column reached a height of 7ft. Sins. :
indeed, it was only the ceiling which
stopped it.
Not far away-at the" Old Wagon and
Horses" in the same town, there is a
5ft. high column worth £30-it grew to
that height in a fortnight.
A fatter column at the " Brown Jack,"
Wroughton, amounted to £25.

They have a different shaped column at the" Brown
Jack," Wroughton. Our landlady, Mrs. E. H.
Jackson, is the lady.

Mr. L. Hopkinson, of the "Old
Horses," Newbury; and his pile.

there is no possible way for a traveller to
know which house to go into to get a
snack;
a minority of pubs do put on
good snacks, but they "hide their light
under a bushel. If a public house has
snacks, why ever doesn't it advertise the
fact? "

SNACKS

Mr. T. Leather, M.P., recently criticised
the paucity of snacks in inns and public
houses on the road from Bristol to the
House of Commons.

II!

PENNIES

A toast to the Guests was given by
Mr. J. G. Williams (" Old Green Hotel,"
Newport), Secretary of the Presentation
Committee.

With reference to this, Mr. H. C. Davis,
Manager of our Hotels and Catering
Dept., in a letter to the Morning Advertiser
stated that, while Mr. Leather no doubt
counted the number of public houses on
his travels from Somerset to the House of
Commons, he surely had not taken the
trouble to go into all of them. Mr. Davis
said that the road used by Mr. Leather
carries all the South Wales traffic as well
as that to the West of England and
naturally the pubs go all out for the
transit traffic.

A subsequent letter to the same paper
from Mr. Davis reads :" Sir,
Further to the publicity given to the
comments made by Mr. Ted Leather, M.P.,
at Bristol, I wonder if he, as a legislator,
has ever heard of the innkeeper's obligation to the traveller?
Quite a large percentage of licensed
houses on the main trunk road from
London to Bristol are inns, and it is
common knowledge that it is obligatory
for any reasonable demand for refreshment to be met by the innkeeper."

Commenting on Mr. Davis' remarks,
Mr. Leather is reported as saying that
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Wagon and

Hop Leaves
It is interesting to note that one of
Reading Brewery's new acquisitions is a
horse named "Tinker "-so
obviously
"man's best friend" has still a place in
the commercial world.

at the Reading Trades Union Club
recently. Afterwards a presentation of a
clock was made to the President of this
flourishing club, Mr. George Mackie, in
appreciation of his skilful guidance of the
Club's destinies.

•

At

This pleasant scene occurred on the Norfolk Broads.
It is an action shot of the Manager of Bristol
Branch, Mr. B. H. Quelch, helping himself to some
well deserved nourishment during a belated holiday.

••

After 21 years as licensee of the" Country
House Inn," Ellacombe, Devon, Mrs.
Dorothy Tunkin has retired. On leaving,
the customers presented her with flowers
and a work-table.
The new licensee is Mr. K. C. Brimlow,
previously landlord of "The Devonport
Arms," Paignton.

At
Mr. F. W. Freeman officially opened a
new, long, attractive and well-lighted bar
28

During the Reading Anglo-French Week,
Mr. Peter Manners-Wood, Manager of
the WinesDepartment, lectured at Reading
Technical College on "Wines and Vineyards of France." The talk, given entirely
in French and illustrated by a film,
covered the process of winemaking from
the growing of the vine to the finished
product.

Mr. S. C. Saunders, who represented
the Company, Councillor S. Jenkins and
Mr. H. Goom, Secretary of the Newport
and District Darts League, congratulated
the team, and wished them equal success
during the current season.
Great praise is due to Mr. and Mrs. W.
Williams, our Manager and Manageress
and the Committee for the excellent meal
provided, and a musical evening which
followed the Supper, was greatly enjoyed
by everyone present.

At
The "Cattle Market Inn," Basingstoke,
has recently been renamed" The Bounty."
Its interesting sign depicts Captain Bligh
and his loyal sailors after being set adrift
in the longboat by Mr. Christian. H.M.S.
Bounty sails away in the background.

•

NEW SKITTLE ALLEY
Mr. A. Turner, President of Keynsham House
Skittles League, Bristol, bowls the first ball to open
the new Skittles Alley at the Keynsham British
Legion Club.
Standing beside Mr. Turner is Mr. C. Vincent,
Chairman of the Club.

The bar of the " Commercial Hotel," Millbrook,
ready for the Harvest Festival Service to begin.
Mr. A. L. Cole is the landlord .

At
Part of the magnificent fireplace uncovered during
alterations at the" Swan Inn," Lechlade, which
was built about 1520.
The deeply engrossed" local inhabitant" is a more
recent discovery.

Mr. E. G. Hartley, Manager of "The Holiday
Inn," one of Ilfracombe's most popular sea front
hotels, with his bar staff. Last season was Mr.
Hartley's first one at " The Holiday Inn" which is
a free house. He was previously Manager of the
Carfax Assembly Rooms, Oxford, where he was
also one of our customers.

•

The " Hereford Arms," Newport, ladies'
darts team recently held a Supper to
commemorate their remarkable achievement in winning the Simonds "Hop
Leaf" Cup, the" Tommy Vile" Knockout Cup, the Fours Cup and the Pairs Cup.
29

Facts about

1.

Half a pint of "Tavern"
contains
more alcohol than a nip of Whisky.

2.

Beer is a good source of vitamins of
the B Group. It has been calculated
that one-fifth of a normal adult's
daily requirement
of Riboflavine
(Vitamin B2), Nicotinic Acid and
Pyridoxine can be supplied by one
pint of beer.

3.

IS THIS

A RECORD?

•

Devonport Branch report, not
without pride, that a member of
their staff has a driving licence
dated 19/1/1914.

" Good Wholesome Beer" was the theme depicted
by our Free Trade customers, Mr. and Mrs.
Washbourne, of the Cross Roads Stores, Yate, on
a lorry in the local Carnival.
Mrs. Washbourne is behind the bar.

During the whole of this period
of nearly 42 years he has never
been summoned for any offence,
neither has he appeared at Court
as a witness, nor has he seen the
inside of a Police Court for any
reason.
" We wonder if this constitutes
a record, or can it be beaten by
any serving member of our firm,"
they ask.
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used, but now all beers are hopped,
and the terms are taken to be
synonymous.
5.

Scientific workers have shown that
certain hop constituents, even in a
dilution of 1 part in 40,000, have
a repressive action upon the tubercle
bacillus. This is to a certain extent
supported by statistics which suggest
that the incidence of tuberculosis is
less among workers in breweries than
in other industries and, further, that
localities which have a high rate of
beer consumption per head have a
low tuberculosis rate.

6.

Yeast which carries out the fermentation in beer, converting sugar
into alcohol, is a minute living cell
belonging to the vegetable world so
small that 4,000 of them can form a
comfortable queue across a penny.
Another impression of the size may
be gained from the fact that one ounce
of pressed yeast consists of some
142 thousand million individual yeast
cells.

7.

The magic of this microscopic living
organism is still not fully explained
for it can convert sugar to alcohol at
least thirty times faster than any manmade process. At the same time it can
withstand pressures of over six tons
per square inch and still live ; it can
also survive freezing in liquid air.

There are two suggested origins of the
use of the mark" X " on a cask.
(a) Beer was originally brewed in the
monasteries, and it was customary
to place the Sign of the Cross upon
each cask.
However, when the
particular monk responsible for
brewing brewed an exceptionally
good cask of ale he put an extra
" X" upon it for the purpose of
identification.
Hence XXX was
extra extra special ... and so on.

BRISTOL LADIES
The Company at the Annual Banquet and Ball of
the Bristol Ladies' Licensed Trade Association at
the Berkeley Cafe, Bristol.
Our local Director, Lieut.-General Sir Charles W.
Allfrey; K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., J.P., was President.

(b) The "X"

was simply the mark
placed on the cask by the Excise
Officer to show that he had
examined and passed this cask for
payment of duty.
(It is believed that (b) is more
likely to be the correct explanation
but undoubtedly (a) is the more
"picturesque ! ")

4.

Beer

Hops belong to the nettle family and
were not widely used until the 14th
Century:
by the end of the
18th Century their use was almost
universal.
To distinguish between
hopped and unhopped brews the
terms "beer"
and "ale"
were
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The Chevalier Tavern
and Restaurant
Silver tankards and a tray were presented
by the staff to Mr. and Mrs. Gronland on
their departure from "The Ship Hotel,"
Reading.
They have been appointed to the
management of the "Chevalier Tavern
and Restaurant" which will open shortly
in Exeter. At one time they managed the
" Anchor Hotel," Kennford, five miles
from Exeter.
The famous Exeter rendezvous, the
" Chevalier Tavern and Restaurant" was
destroyed during the war.
The new
premises will comprise a cellar bar, which
will appeal to local business men. On the
ground floor there will be a spacious and

comfortable lounge bar with a colourful
decor designed by Mr. R. Howie, the

Company's furnishing and decorative
consultant. He will be responsible for
schemes throughout the public rooms.
On the Fore Street frontage there will
be a cigarette kiosk and a wine shop. On
the first floor there will be a restaurant
seating over 100. Adjoining will be an
attractive reception and foyer bar. The
modern kitchen adjoins the restaurant.

We deeply regret to record the deaths of the following,'

Mr. and Mrs. Bunn, who have been
managing" The Talbot Hotel," Newport,
for the past two years, have been appointed
to take over "The Ship Hotel" in
successionto Mr. and Mrs. Gronland.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
"COLLEGE

ARMS"

After years as an off licence " The College
Arms," Wokingham Road, Reading, has
recently been opened as a fully licensed
house. For 32 years the house was run
by Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Johnson, who
carryon
in the off licence trade in
premises adjoining" The College Arms."

Obituary

*

* *

* *

*

* *

OPENED

Manager of "The College Arms" is
Mr. J. H. Pearson. Mr. and Mrs. Pearson
came from Hayes, Middlesex, where they
were in charge of the bar at Hayes
Football Club pavilion.

Mrs. G. A. Davis, wife of our tenant at the" Rose and Crown," Clapham, who
died on September 16. The funeral, at Isleworth Cemetery, was attended
by Mr. Penlerick and Mr. Oram, representing the Company.
We extend our sympathy to Mr. Davis and family.
Mr. W. Curtis, who died on August 2. Before his retirement from the Beer
Cellars at Reading, in 1939, Mr. Curtis had completed 37 years' service
with the Company.
Mr. E. Scott, a member of the Wine Stores staff, Reading, who died suddenly
at his home on October 6, aged 32. The funeral took place at St. Mary's
Church, Castle Street, on October 11.

The public house was opened by Mr. E.
Duncan Simonds, who said there was a
" genuine need" for the premises. Also
present were brewery directors, Mr. K.
Chapman and Mr. E. Downes.
" The College Arms" has two attractive
bars of modern design. The public bar
has an alcove for darts so that the players
do not interfere with other customers.
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Johnson (right), tenants of the
former" College Arms" off-licence, chatting with
Mr. J. H. Pearson, Manager, and Mrs. Pearson.
(Reproduced by courtesy of the" Berkshire Chronicle.")

Courtesy of the
Simonds family archives
~©SIf>1ONDSfAMILY'~
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