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pubs and hotels round England
are described as "old coaching inns" with
varying claims to accuracy, but not many
people now have any idea of what the title
really meant or of how the Mail Coach
system was evolved.
It was a most coveted distinction for the
Mail Coach to call at an inn, not only because
of the increased trade it brought, but also
because of the connection with the Royal
service. Usually the landlord was one of the
contractors employed by the Post Office to
provide horses to draw the Mail Coach over
A GOOD MANY

a particular stage or "ground" as well as
harness and a coachman. One of the most
famous of these contractors, though by no
means one of the most reliable, was Fromont
of our own King's Head at Thatcham. who
was eventually succeeded in the business by
his daughter Maria.
Until the year 1784 the delivery of the
mails in England was a pretty haphazard
business. There were six Great Roads leading from London to the extremities of the
island, and the mail was carried along them
by post boys, who rode from one post house

The original Bristol and Bath Mail Coach for which horses and a coachman were provided by the Fromonts.

to the next. These post boys were given no
test of reliability or education, and few
could even read the ominous injunction that
they carried, which ran as follows:"This mail must be conveyed at the Rate
of Six Miles in the Hour at least. .. and
if any Post Boy ... is found loitering on the
Road, he will be committed to the House
of Correction, and confined to hard labour
for one Month".
They were largely unsupervised and at the
mercy of the robbers who infested the roads,
so that it is hardly surprising that a
provincial businessman could not expect an
answer to a letter sent to London in much
under a fortnight, if at all.
Yet with the advent of the Industrial
Revolution there was a crying need for a fast
reliable mail service. In other spheres quite
a lot was being done to improve communications, but little was done about the
post, which continued to be a scandal.
A centrally organised plan was required,
which would have to be put into force by a
man with the energy and determination to
overcome the sloth and inefficiency which
characterised the Post Office from top to
bottom. What happened in fact was that
two men appeared on the scene, John
Palmer of Bath, who devised the mail coach
system and put ,it into effect, and Thomas
Hasker, who was Palmer's right-hand man
and eventually succeeded him.
Palmer, whose father was a brewer and
maltster, started his business life as a theatre
manager, but gave this up in order to
concentrate on his plan for the improvement
of the mail service. He was fortunate in
having two powerful supporters in the shape
of Lord Camden and Pitt the younger.
Palmer's plan called for the establishment
of a system whereby fast mail coaches, each
with an armed guard, travelled the main
roads in accordance with a strict time
schedule. Pitt decided in favour of the
system, and in 1784 ordered it to be put
into force, despite the objections of the Post
Office, for a trial period at Palmer's expense.
The first run took place on the road from
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The Time Bill for the Mail

Coach to Bristol.

Bristol and Bath to London on August znd.
Five innkeepers were to provide horses at
fairly short intervals, at a charge of 3d. per
mile, and among them was Fromont of
Thatcham. He was thus in at the start of
the Mail Coach system and was one of the
very few contractors to survive until the end,
despite a series of strongly worded letters
pointing out his deficiencies, which were
addressed to him by Thomas Hasker!
The
run was a complete success, the normal
stage or passenger coach, which also travelled
the route, being beaten by an hour. The
public acclaimed the new system, which was
quickly expanded to take over other routes,
although officials in the Post Office from the
Postmaster-General downwards continued to
try to discredit Palmer.
Looking from today's standpoint, it may
not appear a very intricate problem to

3

The Mail Coach is left irretrievably stuck in the snow by the guard, who rides on with the mails.

expand the system without delay, but
Palmer and Hasker were faced with problems
which no longer exist. How to draw up an
accurate schedule when more often than not
the distances from one place to another were
not known, and in any case there was some
divergence of opinion as to exactly what
distance comprised a mile. The answer was
to send "reliable men" walking along the
route pushing a wheel or "perambulator"
which measured the distance.
Another
problem was the matter of time-keeping, for
there was no such thing as Greenwich Mean
Time, and everyone went by local time as
measured on the sundial. In the West, for
example, the sundial would be twenty
minutes slow of London time. Palmer got
round this by issuing guards with a "time
piece" in a locked case, regulated to gain or
lose as required during the journey. The

London in 48 hours. In 1786, Pitt quelled
a further attempt to get rid. of Palmer and
established him officially as Surveyor and
Comptroller General of the Post Office.
This enabled Palmer to appoint his own men,
including Hasker, to positions in the Post
Office.
It also became apparent at about this
time that the existing coaches were too frail
and so a "patent" coach was invented
specially to carry the mail.
By I 792 the Mail Coach service had been
extended throughout England, but Palmer
found his position being gradually undermined by Lord Walsingham, an unusually
diligent but misguided and pedantic Postmaster-General, aided by one of Palmer's
own proteges, who had got into financial
trouble and turned against his patron. Pitt
was unable to help any more and so the
dispute ended in Palmer's dismissal.
From the point of view of the survival of
the Mail Coach system, Palmer's departure
at this moment was no great loss, for he had
built it up so quickly that it might well have
collapsed had there not been a period of
consolidation. The resourceful Hasker at
once set about consolidating the hastily
contrived organisation and legalised the

verbal promises and gentleman's agreements
which held it together. He understood the
complexities of the system down to the last
detail, and there was little he did not know
about his employees or the routes his coaches
travelled.
By now things were so well run that
coaches starting
600
miles apart and
travelling at an unprecedented speed would
nearly always meet in exactly the same
place. All other traffic had to give way to
the Mail Coach and toll gates were held
open for it to pass through free.
Five
minutes were allowed for a change of horses,
but with practice this could be cut to a
minute-and -a-half
The lynch pin of the organisation was
undoubtedly the Mail Guard for, in the last
resort, it was upon his integrity, loyalty,
hardihood and zeal that Hasker relied to get
the mail through. Apart from the possibility
of having to exchange shots with any robbers
who might try to stop the coach, his job was
no sinecure. He sat exposed to the elements,
alone at the back of the coach, and was the
representative of His Majesty responsible for
the conduct and sobriety of the coachman,
upon whom he had to report. There was little
chance for him to get a meal during the short

"time piece" was handed in to postmasters
along the route so that the timings could be
read and entered on a time sheet which was
despatched to Hasker for checking. Then
there were the countless agreements to be
drawn up with the various contractors, upon
whom the whole system depended; these
have been described as a wily, shifty and
opinionated race and cannot have been easy
to deal with. The office staff which Palmer
had to control his organisation was small and
they were underpaid and overworked. All
communication was by letter and there was
no means of even duplicating a letter other
than writing it out twice by hand with a
quill pen, often by the light of a candle.
Despite all these problems and continuous
obstruction from the Post Office, Palmer
persisted, and by 1785 a Birmingham manufacturer could expect a reply to his letter to
Mail Coaches destined for the West Country stop at the Gloucester Coffee House, Piccadilly.
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Guards' blunderbuss, pistols,

timepiece and bag for powder and shot.

halts which were made, sincehis time was filled
with "office business" or the need to rout out
sleepy ostlers who had failed to have a change
of horses ready. At corners or toll gates he
blew his coaching horn to warn all traffic to
clear the road, and in the event of accident
it was he who was specially trained to carry
out repairs to coach or harness. If the coach
was damaged beyond repair, then it was the
guard who mounted one of the horses and
carried the mail on alone.
For these services the guard received a
scarlet uniform trimmed with gold lace, and
a wage of IOS. 6d. per week, plus such tips
as the passengers in the coach might see fit

to give him. Provision was also made lor
sick benefit, retirement pension and a
contribution of two guineas towards funeral
expenses. There was also the prestige of
being employed in the Royal service, so that
the job was much coveted and there was
always a waiting list of applicants. Hasker
personally interviewed all candidates, who
had to put down £20 caution money, find
two sureties and take an oath of fidelity.
Thomas Hasker remained in charge of the
Mail Coach system until 18 I7, and it is
interesting
to speculate on how the
Industrial Revolution would have fared in
its early days had not he and Palmer jerked
the Post Office out of its time honoured
lethargy and established a postal service,
many of whose regulations and traditions
were carried on when the steam engine
superseded the Mail Coach.
Of the early contractors, only two families
are known to have survived in the business
to the end, the Faggs of the Bell and Crown,
Holborn, and the Fromonts of Thatcham.
Maria Fromont was as independent and as
much a character as her father and to
customers who complained, she was apt to
say that "she didn't care if she could only
see them once".

A quick change of horses for the York Mail.

Th

w'nd

0# change

MOST OF US do not realise that in the public
house, as we know it, Britain has created
something unique in the world. During the
last hundred years drinking in this country
has attained
a social
significance whereby companionship is now as
important
as alcohol.
This is a far cry from the
days of the Industrial
Revolution when cheap
gin and appalling working conditions combined
to make England a byword throughout Europe
as a nation of alcoholics. There are many
factors which have contributed to this change
for the better, and not least among them is
the dramatic improvement which has taken
place in the pub itself.
Nowadays we are taught to assume that
everything enlightened emanates from across
the Atlantic. It comes as rather a surprise
therefore to find that visitors from America
and Canada really do appreciate our pubs
more than theirs, and not just because they
are "Olde Worlde", but because thay have
a civilised, relaxed atmosphere and are
clean and quiet. In the United States and
Canada, more often than not, the choice
lies between a bar so bright and brittle that
one dares not ask for less than hard liquor,
or a tavern so deliberately squalid that one
has no desire to linger over a beer.
Why is it that America with its unrivalled
standard of living still has nothing to

compete with our ordinary pub?
The
answer, it appears, is simply that the
brewers there take no responsibility for the
conditions in which their beers are dispensed
and that the unique
English tied house system
is the main reason for
the pleasant family atmosphere in our pubs.
As is the case with
most industries, the wind
of change has been blowing
with
increasing
intensity
within
the
Brewing Industry during
the last few years. There have been unprecedented amalgamations and take-overs,
and there are those, claiming to look into
the future, who say that this is only a
beginning. It is held in some circles that
the tied house system is a hindrance, rather
than a help, to the keen money maker, as it
is estimated that for every £1 spent on
buying a British Brewery, £4 is spent on
pubs, many of which offer no great prospects
for redevelopment. It is also alleged that
British beer is ripe for rationalisation-that
there should be far fewer brews and more
lager for the younger generation.
It would be ironic if those who have
opposed the tied house system, because it is
supposed to limit the number of brands sold
in licensed houses, should find themselves in
alliance with those who would free the tied
houses, yet limit the number of brews
available purely for economic reasons.
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least 50 years they have been customers of
our firm. With an ancient wistaria almost
covering its front wall, and seats dotted
about on the grass under an attractive tree,
the Red Lion exactly fulfils one's conception
of how an English country pub should look.
It dates back to 1700 at least, and at one
time was both inn and post office.
The Grange Hotel and Country Club, Farnham
Common, was started quite a short time
ago by Wing Commander and Mrs. Donald
Craven, when he left the R.A.F. after 25
years' service, and there is no doubt that it
already bears the hallmark of success. The
hotel is contained in a country house, built
in the Elizabethan style with oak panelled
rooms downstairs, and is furnished both
comfortably and in perfect taste.
The
garden is a great attraction, particularly
when the rhododendrons are in bloom, and
Mrs. Craven's elegant flower arrangements
have gained quite a name in the district.

The Wind of Change-continued.
At a time when the only yardstick held
sacred is apt to be the accountant's ledger,
we are inclined to forget what the tied house
system has achieved. The essence of the
system is that the brewery in possession not
only accepts responsibility for maintaining a
public service, no matter what the financial
risk may be, but also undertakes the task of
reconstructing, modernising, refurnishing and
generally maintaining the standard of comfort and cleanliness that we have grown to
expect from our pubs.
Few licensees, free though they might be
in theory to sell what they liked, could
attempt to fulfil a tithe of the rebuilding
that has been accomplished in the last decade
by the brewers. It is significant that recently
in Germany, the traditional home of the
free house, the brewers have had to step in
and help landlords to rebuild by introducing
a modified tied house system.
Without this system in our country it is
doubtful whether we would have pubs with
that quiet blend of the homely, the hygienic
and the efficient; or landlords with a
vocation, even though they may be without
the money to set up on their own; or the
cheap meals and snacks, served with tea and
coffee as well as beer, which characterise so
many of our inns.
In our view the case for the tied house
has been proved abundantly in the past and
continues to be as strong as ever today, and,
if the public is not to lose a unique amenity,
this is an instance where the wind of change
should be tempered by successful experience.
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The
Free
Trade
around
Reading

Mr. F. W. Vallis chats to Mr. F. W. Freeman, our Free
Trade Manager, Reading and Staines area, outside the
"Red Lion".

VARIETYREALLYIS the spice of life, then
undoubtedly the work of a free trade
representative has much to commend it.
Having featured our tied houses for some
time past in the GAZETTE,we thought it an
opportune moment to have a look at the
free trade for a change, and a two-day tour
of the area round Reading certainly produced enough variety to suit the most jaded
sophisticate.

By way of contrast we next visited the
"Upper Thames Sailing Club" at Bourne
End, situated on one of the most delightful
reaches of the river, which is also wide
enough here to offer some excellent sailing.
The light and airy club house is looked
after by Mr. and Mrs. E. Jones, who are old
friends of our firm, as her father was at
one time licensee of the CrossKeys at Marlow.

IF

4

Starting near Slough, we first looked in to
see Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Vallis of the Red Lion
at Stoke Green. Mr. Vallis' family has been
at the Red Lion for over 80 years, and for at

The charming bar at the "George Hotel and Country Club".

A delightful

view of the river from

the club house of the Upper Thames Sailing Club.
Ryder Cup players practising at Sunningdale before the Dunlop Masters'

The Club which was founded in 1884 has
a membership of some 380, and runs the
Bourne End Sailing Week each year in June,
which attracts helmsmen from all over
England. An interesting trophy which is
competed for during the week is the Cup
given by Queen Victoria for 'A' class boats
to be sailed on the upper reaches of the

Thames. Mr. H. Scott-Freeman has been
Commodore of the Club since 1929, and the
Vice-Commodore, Mr. Bruce Woolf, is a
well-known helmsman, who was placed
second this year and third last year in the
Prince of Wales Cup for 14ft. Internationals.
The Brickmakers' Arms at Moor Common,
near High Wycombe, is an example of what
can be done, with the aid of some imagination, to make a really attractive inn out of
unpromising material.
Mr. and Mrs. J.
Coggins have owned the "Bnckmakers" for
nearly three years, and in that time they
have entirely redecorated and refurnished
the bars, put a different front on the house,
and built a completely new lounge bar out
of what was once the skittles alley. The
result is a charming pub, comfortably
furnished, with an atmosphere of its own.
Mr. Coggins, not content with his efforts,
was engaged in building a village community centre behind the house, when we
were there, which will house dances, lectures
and other activities.
For lunch we went to the Tessan
Restaurant in High Wycombe, which is run
by Mr. John Boon, who is also licensee of
the Three Horse Shoes at Haslemere. During
the last few years Mr. Boon has gained an
increasingly high reputation for the quality
of his catering and he now officiates at such
events as the Bath and West, and Royal

(Middle)
The new bar at the "Brickmakers'
which was once a skittles alley,
Courtesy of the
Simonds family archives
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Arms",

(Bottom)
Members of the Committee of the Royal
Household Bowling Club with Mr. Freeman outside the club
house. L. to R. : S. Lucking, R. Crisp and C. R. Thatcher .

Counties Shows, the Royal Household
Annual Staff Ball, and various functions
held at the Licensed Victuallers School.
The Royal Household Bowling Club at
Windsor was our next port of call, and here
we met the Chairman, Mr. Stanley Lucking,
who is Castle Superintendent, the Captain,
Mr. George Thatcher, the Secretary, Mr.
Robert Crisp, and the Treasurer, Mr. Cecil
Brinkley.
The Club was opened by H.M. King
George V in 1920, and the woods that were
used on that occasion are exhibited in a
glass case in the club house. Since then the
members have entertained every bowls team
which has toured this country, including
parties from as far afield as the U.S.A.,
Canada, South Africa, Australia and New
Zealand.
Sunningdale is one of the most famous
Championship Golf Courses in England, and
after meeting the Secretary, Commander
L. A. Jeffery, at the club house, we were
lucky enough to be able to watch a number
of well-known Ryder Cup professionals
practising for the Dunlop Masters Tournament due to start the next day. The Club
has been a valued customer for many years
and the popular steward, Mr. Mickey Flynn,
is an old friend of our firm.
Another really delightful pub situated in
a beautiful stretch of well-wooded countryside is the Tally Ho at Kingwood Common,
near Reading. The garden is the attraction

Tournament.

here, and in the spring when the fruit trees
are in bloom it must be difficult to pass it by.
The house dates from 1620, though parts
may be older, and it has been in the ownership of Mrs. L. E. A. Woodley's family for
over a hundred years.
Mr. Peter Young, of the Home Sweet Home
Inn, Berrick Salome, has led a varied life
mostly in Kenya, and included among his
accomplishments is the fact that he is a
qualified chef. His speciality is curry, but
the menu which he offers provides enough
variety to suit the most pernickety customer.
He does this with the aid of a large deep
freeze which, as he says, "contains anything
from haggis to jellied eels." Gastronomic
pleasures apart, the Home Sweet Home, with
its delightful garden, is a pleasant place to
visit for it is a really authentic r Sth century
inn. The Royalists slept there before the
battle of Chalgrove, and in ancient times
the stream outside was supposed to have
healing properties, which drew people from
far and wide. It still stands in much the
same form as it always did, except that
inside it has been redecorated and comfortably furnished, and has had an extra room
added for parties.
The Reading Trades Union and Working
Men's Club has been going since 1914, and
its present premises were opened in 1924 by
the late Mr. F. A. Simonds. The membership, which is some 800 strong, has always
included a fair sprinkling of members from
the Brewery.
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An attractive corner oj the dining room at the "Home Sweet
Home" Inn.

The President, Mr. George Mackie, and
Secretary, Mr. William Harvey, have been
re-elected each year since they first took
office in 1947, and the Chief Steward,
Mr. Fred Ambrose, has been with the Club
for ten years. The Club offers darts,
billiards, bar billiards and other games, and
during the winter runs a series of entertainments featuring professional artists. The
great event in the summer is the annual
outing to the seaside when a whole train is
chartered to carry the 500 members who
regularly take part.

Well-known members oj the Reading Trades Union Club
chat at the bar. Left to right:
Messrs. W. Harvey,
G. Mackie, J. Buckwell and F. Ambrose.

The Reading Bowling Club is another
institution with long-standing connections
with our firm; many Directors and other
members of the firm have belonged to it in
the past, and Major H. Kaye is now a
Vice-President and our Free Trade Manager
(Reading and Staines), Mr. F. W. Freeman,
is the Vice-Captain of the Club team. The
Club was founded as long ago as 1803, when
its headquarters was at the Crown Inn. Later,
in 1892, some land was purchased in
Kendrick Road, where the Club has been
established ever since.
The White Hart Hotel which stands on the
river bank in the lovely village of Sonning
is one of the most popular hotels in the
Thames Valley. It has a delightful garden
and inside there is an atmosphere of relaxed
comfort. There can be few more pleasant
places to eat a meal than the dining-room,
which looks out across the garden to the
river and the ancient brick bridge which
spans it. We had lunch there, and an
excellent meal it proved to be.
Mrs. M. Goodyear and Mr. J. F. Evans,
who are brother and sister, are the joint
proprietors, and Mr. W. H. Shepherd is the
Manager, this smooth running partnership
having been in existence for no less than
26 years.
Although it now offers every modern
comfort, the White Hart can trace its history

Ajriendly discussion at the Reading Bowling Club. Left to
right: Messrs. Lloyd Stone, L. Dearling (Captain), F. W.
Freeman and C. Jones.

The"

White Hart" as seen jrom the bridge across the river at Sonning.

w

back to Elizabethan times when it was a
house of refreshment for those engaged in
trading up and down the river. At that
time, too, there was an annexe to the
Bishop's palace built upon the present site,
the palace eventually being pulled down by
Cromwell and his Ironsides.
Our final call was on Mr. W. Harding,
the licensee of the ancient Bell at Waltham
St. Lawrence, which must be one of the most
attractive and unspoilt villages in Berkshire.
It is claimed that the Bell dates from the
14th century, and no doubt there has been
a building on the site since then, although
the present structure was probably built in
the early rSth century. Today it stands,
with its jutting upper storey, virtually unaltered through the centuries, and is one of
an ever diminishing number of examples of
the genuine mediaeval inn.

administered by trustees who still meet
periodically at the inn.
So ended an interesting two days, during
which we had obtained an informative glimpse
into activities in the Free Trade. It was only
possible to scratch the surface, but we shall
look forward to further exploration in due
course.

In 1633 it was bequeathed to the parish
by Ralph Newbery, who stipulated that the
revenue from it should be used" to provide
bread at Christmas for "the poorest and
neediest persons". The Bell charity is now

A genuine mediaeval inn;
13
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the "Bell"

at Waltha~

St. Lawrence.

even closer link between the inn, the bridge
and its engineer by creating the Brunel Bar
out of two rooms from an adjoining cottage.
Mr. F. G. Dean, District Traffic Superintendent of British Railways, was more than
co-operative and produced a wide variety
of photographs and old prints which recreate
something of the romantic
age when
engineers worked in stove pipe hats.
Among the interesting exhibits are the
seal of the old Cornwall Railway Company,
pictures of the bridge, which also celebrated
its centenary last year, at various stages of

The inn seen from the foreshore.

fireplace, and wrought iron wall lamps.
Apart from its unusual associations, the
Royal Albert Bridge Inn is particularly well
situated on the foreshore, with an attractive
garden in front of it, so that it is not surprising that Mr. Jasper Smith welcomes a
steady flow of visitors there from far and wide.

Brunei's famous bridge which stands next to the "Royal Albert Bridge" Inn.

The Roy~1 Albert
Bridge I:n..I1
ROYAL ALBERT
BRIDGE INN at Saltash
Passage, St. Budeaux, was originally known
as the Devonport Inn, but changed its name
in honour of the great engineer, Isambard
Kingdom Brunel, who built the bridge which
stands almost next to it.
Brunel was one of the most famous
engineers which this country produced at
the time of the Industrial Revolution. There
were few things to which he could not turn
his hand; he built railways, sent the first
THE

steamer, the Great Western, across the
Atlantic, and spanned the Avon at Bristol
with the famous Clifton Suspension Bridge.
He died in r859, and the centenary of his
death was marked last year by various
ceremonies in the West Country where most
of his work was carried out.
Mr. H. S. Staveley, our area surveyor in
Plymouth, when deciding on plans for the
redecoration of the Albert Bridge Inn this
year, hit upon the idea of establishing an

construction, and a photograph of an old
broad gauge train leaving SaItash. A
reproduction of a Great Western poster of
r838 offers a £5 reward for information on
"some evil disposed persons" who feloniously
took away a quantity of rails, stakes and
other materials.
Mr. Dean has promised various other
relics of the old days in due course and it
would certainly be difficult to find a more
appropriate
setting for them .than the
Brunel Bar with its beams, massive stone

(Centre)
The massive stone fireplace at the "Royal Albert
Bridge" Inn.

14
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(Bottom right)

Another view of the Brunel Bar.

the hostel was a coaching inn. The fireplaces have now been incorporated into the
new bar which, with its original beams and
Jacobean style of decoration, must be one
of the most attractive in the West Country.
At the Crown the old saloon bar has been
extended and called the "Royal Mail Bar".
This alteration entailed the making of a new
front entrance which has been designed to
match the Georgian front of the hotel. The
features of the Royal Mail Bar are the huge
old fireplace and the genuine antiques with
which it is furnished. There is, in addition,
the Cotswold Bar upstairs which has been a
popular rendezvous for many years.

1

(Top)

The Galleon Bar at the" Royal Castle"
showing one of the recently discovered
fireplaces.

,1
(Bottom)

The Royal Mail Bar at the "Crown".

An attractive view of the" Royal Castle Hotel".

Alteratio.ns
to

the

Royal
and
Crown

Castle
the

EXTENSIVE
alterations have lately been
made to the Royal Castle Hotel at Dartmouth
and the Crown Hotel at Cirencester, both of
which come under the control of our Hotels
and Catering Department.
At the Royal Castle an entirely new bar,
called the "Galleon" has been constructed
out of what used to be two old store rooms.

')

1

An interesting discovery made during the
alterations was that two big fireplaces had
been bricked up in years gone by, which led
to the supposition that the store rooms
originally must have formed the kitchen when
17

Courtesy of the
Simonds family archives

..6..

ti'\

CIMfl1l.ln"

1:11

M II V.ME.U!::

THE BREWERS EXHIBITION
BREWING DEPARTMENT
of our firm once
again put up a remarkable performance at
the Brewing, Bottling and Allied Trades
Exhibition held in London at Olympia
during October, when five awards were won,
to which must be added a sixth gained by
Simonds Farsons Cisk of Malta.
The Reading brewers under Mr. E. M.
Downes won two bronze medals for their
Tavern, and a diploma for their S.B.,
while Newport, where Mr. F. R. Phipps is
THE

THE

head brewer, won a silver medal for their
S.B.A. and a bronze for their A.K. Simonds
Farsons Cisk under their head brewer Mr.
A. B. Maule, won a silver medal for their
bottled beer in the Commonwealth section.
That these results are by no means a flash
in the pan is shown by the amazingly
consistent record of our beers at the Brewers'
Exhibition throughout the past ten years,
and perhaps a short summary will prove that
the record is indeed something to be proud of:

TABLE
WINES
OF

EUROPE
1950 Silver Medal (Ist prize) and Gold
Medal as runner-up in the Championship.

-

Bulldog brewed at Reading.

Medal (rst prize) and Gold
as runner-up in the Champion-

-

Tavern brewed at Reading.

Medal (Ist prize) and Gold
as runner-up in the Champion-

-

Blue Label Ale brewed
by Simonds Farsons Cisk.

Medal (znd prize)

-

Velvet Stout brewed at Reading.

I954 Bronze Medal (znd prize)
Bronze Medal (znd prize)

-

-

Tavern brewed at Reading.
Hop Leaf Pale Ale brewed
by Simonds Farsons Cisk.

-

Tavern brewed at Reading.

I952

Silver
Medal
ship.
Silver
Medal
ship.
Bronze

I957 Silver Medal (rst prize) and Gold
Medal as runner-up in the Championship.
Silver Medal (I st prize)
Silver Medal (I st prize)
Bronze Medal (znd prize)
Diploma (3rd prize)
1960 Silver Medal (I st prize)
Silver Medal (I st prize)
Two Bronze Medals (znd prize)
Bronze Medal (znd prize)
Diploma (3rd prize)

'"

- Special brewed at Newport.
- S.B.A. brewed at Newport.
Velvet Stout brewed at Devonport.
- E.l.P.A. brewed at Reading.
S.B.A. brewed at Newport.
Hop Leaf Pale Ale brewed
by Simonds Farsons Cisk.
Tavern brewed at Reading.
- A.K. brewed at Newport.
- S.B. brewed at Reaping.
-

The Head Cellarman samples a fine Burgundy.

g

n

y

IF YOU TAKE A LOOK at the map of France,
over towards her eastern frontier you will
find five "departments" that bear the following names:
Cote D'or, Saone-et-Loire,
Yonne, Ain and Aube. It is from these
districts, particularly the first, that the fine
red and white wines called Burgundies are
produced. The range of hills known as the
Cote D'or, in English literally the, "Golden
Slopes", stretches 35 miles south-west of
Dijon and is subdivided into two parts
known as the Cote de Nuits and the Cote de
Beaune,

by P. H. Manners-Wood
During a car journey, following the road
from Dijon to Beaune, you will see the
vineyards in which the great red Burgundies
are grown on your right. The signposts,
with such illustrious names as Chambertin,
Musigny, Clos de Vougeot, and Richebourg
written on them, read like a heavenly
wine list.
True Burgundy, like Champagne, is the
produce of certain definite types of vines,
grown upon a particular soil, and under
specific conditions which are only to be
found in the districts named above. Real

19
Courtesy of the
Simonds family archives
..A. 6"1 (I M n.~n< r D. M II v·ME•U;:

Burgundy is marketed in such a manner that
it is more difficult to obtain assurance of
origin than in the case of Claret from the
Bordeaux region. Conditions are fundamentally different because, for example, in
purchasing a Chateau Claret one can be
certain that the wine is the product of the
vineyard of the actual Chateau concerned.
In the case of Burgundy this is usually not
so, as the vineyards are virtually allotments
and one owner may possess an acre or so of
a number of vineyards spread over a wide
area. There is also a tendency for villages
to annex the names of their most famous
vineyards, thus Gevrey calls itself Gevrey
Chambertin after the famous Chambertin
vineyard and other examples are NuitsSt-Georges, Chambolle Musigny, VosneRomanee and Aloxe Corton. In this way, a
name may tend to become associated with
an area rather than a particular vineyard.

• HEYS
MILLY.

.JIl..
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•
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• DIJON
G EVREY-CHAM BERTIN
CHAMBOm.·
-MUSIGNY
.VOUGEOT

VOSNE
NUITS
-ROMANEE·
.STGEORGES
SAVIGNY
• • ALOXE-CO RTON
• BEAUNE

I

VOLNAY.

•

POMMARO
• MEUR5AULT
• PULlGNY-MONTRACHET

• SANTENAY
MERCUREY
GIVRY.
.•

Mercurey and Macon districts from which
the attractive white Pouilly Fuisse comes and,
farther south still, the large area of
Beaujolais which stretches right up to Lyons.
Beaujolais is a most popular wine, which,
light and delicate at its best, should be
consumed as young as possible. Mention
must also be made of the famous white wine
vineyards of Chablis, which, although situated between Dijon and the Champagne
district and therefore outside the normal
Burgundy area, are usually included in this
category.

~.
~

'0"

CHALON
s/SAONE

MONTAGNY·
CHARDONNAY
CLUNY.
•
I"
LUGNY • 'TOURNUS

r;

•

•

,.

POUILLY-FUISSE.
POUILlY.

JUUENAS
FLEURIE.

BEAUJ,EU
• COTE DE BROUILLY

A

MACON
•

LOCHE

.
•• MOULIN A VENT
r
•
I,

•

To conclude, the wines of Burgundy have
established for themselves a fine reputation
throughout the world. They have great
variety, both red and white, and have the
asset of maturing more rapidly than Clarets.
Their chief attraction, to my mind, is that
they are very "easy to drink"; on the other
hand, they must be bought with discrimination from reputable shippers.

rl

•

Baskets of grapes being unloaded outside the wine press.

drinking. They should always be of a soft
delicate flavour without either showing a
tendency towards sweetness or being really
dry or "tart" and they should possess a
bouquet not quite so insistent as. Claret.
The really great Burgundies, which are
rarely seen in this country because of their
price, are, in fine years, enormously robust
wines which almost assault the palate with
their presumption.
The two great wine towns of the Burgundy
region are Nuits-St-Georges and Beaune.
The Cote de Beaune grows wines of delicacy
rather than those of greater body which are
found farther north; well-known wines in this

Courtesy of the
Simonds family archives
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The wines made from a single holding in
a particular vineyard command very high
prices in world markets and are usually sold
under the grower's brand label.
The
popular inexpensive wines sold in Britain
are normally labelled under the name of
the district, such as Cote de Nuits, Beaune,
Pommard and Volnay. These wines are
blended but, provided that they are carefully selected and are purchased from
reputable shippers, they make excellent

This photograph; taken in the spring, gives
a good idea of the Cote d'or country.

BERU
CHICHEE.
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"The Burgundy Country:"

area are Aloxe-Corton, Pommard, Volnay,
and south of Volnay, the famous white wine
vineyards of Meursault and Montrachet.
Beaune is really the wine capital of the Cote
D'or and is also celebrated for the Hospice de
Beaune, where the annual wine auctions
take place. The Hospice is a charitable
institution for the sick and poor, and over
the centuries it has been bequeathed many
vineyards. Some of these are famous and at
the auctions wine buyers from all over the
world pay very high prices indeed for their
wmes.
The lesser Burgundy wines are to be found
south of the Cote D'or.
Here are the

21

A typical wine cellar in the Burgundy country.

SECOND MEETING of the Simonds Golfing
Society, which took place on the 29th
September at Sonning on Thames Golf Club
was again favoured by a fine day. There
was a much increased entry this year, and
competitors were drawn from tenants and
staff from almost every area we cover.
The ground was very wet from recent
rain and heavy dew, and, considering these
conditions, the winners of the morning
four-ball Stableford, J. L. B. Abbott (Chief
Accountant) and W. Simmons (Clerk of
Works, Staines) must be regarded as having
played a first-class game to achieve a score
of 42 points. Their nearest rivals were J. W.
Hillier (Accountant, H.Q.) and]. O'Brien,
(Mason's Arms, Meysey Hampton) with 37,
who came off best in a very close tie with
]. L. Hastings (Manager,
Hotels and
Catering Department), and R. T. Elms
(Mason's Arms, Coombe Down, Bath) by
virtue of having the highest score over the
last six holes.
After an excellent lunch in the club house
the afternoon foursome Stableford Competition was won by].
K. Hilton (Area
Surveyor, Bristol) and R. T. Elms (Mason's
Arms, Coombe Down, Bath) with a score of
32, with C. J. M. Downes (Technical
Manager,
H.Q.)
and ]. L. Hastings
(Manager, Hotels and Catering Department) a close second with 31. Mr.]. L. B.
Abbott, this time partnered by M. Baldwin
(Lamb and Flag, Cribbs Causeway), one of
last year's winners, was again well to the
fore, finishing third with a score of 30.
Our Chairman, Gen. Sir Miles Dempsey,
once again came along to present the prizes
and took a very keen interest in the closing
phases of the day. He said that he felt that
a remark made to him by one of the golfers
probably summed up most people's feelings
pretty well: "1 didn't expect to do very
well, but 1 suppose 1 did as well as 1
expected" .
The winners received engraved silver
tankards,
the
runners-up
inscribed
barometers, and third prizes of Ronson
lighters were also given this year.

THE

MT. K. Ellis drives off, watched by (from left to right)
Messrs. H. Gibbons, C. R. Holman and]. W. Hillier.

Simonds Golf
Tourn
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Seen marking up the score are (left to right) Messrs. T.
Williams, M. Tilhury,].
O'Brien and D. Williams.

Irnnrovom ents
at Plym.out,h.
RECENTLY
two important additions to the
Bottling Plant at Plymouth have come into
use.
The first of these is the Flash Pasteurising
Room where two bulk pasteurisers have
been installed following the success of this
process at Reading. Our photograph of the
room well illustrates the emphasis on
cleanliness and attention to detail which is
an integral
part of modern
brewing
procedure.
The other important installation is the
new cold room which contains ten glasslined tanks, each containing 80 barrels.

The cold room, showing the rows oj jacketed tanks.

The new flash pasteurising

room at Tamar Brewery.

The tanks are kept cool by means of an
outside jacket through which chilled brine
circulates.
There are now two bottling units working
at Plymouth, one capable of producing
750 dozen filled bottles per hour and the
other 600 dozen per hour.
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Mr. Reg Paice
Retires
WELL
KNOWN
and extremely popular
figure who will be much missed by his
many friends in the trade is Mr. Reg Paice,
Manager of our Ludgershall Branch for
some fifteen years, until he retired in
September this year.
Mr. Paice, who received a gold watch in
recognition of his long service, from General
Sir Miles Dempsey in May this year, started
with the firm in 1910 at the old Aldershot
Branch
under
the late
Captain
W.
Batchelor.
Early in 1915 he joined the rst Battalion
60th Rifles, and served with them in France.
He was wounded at Delville Wood on the
Somme in 1916, and was later transferred to
the Royal Flying Corps.
On demobilisation in 1919, Mr. Paice
rejoined the Aldershot Branch, which had
by then been taken over by Mr. W. H.
Wigley. When the Branch amalgamated
with the Farnborough Branch, Mr. Paice
transferred to the Brewery at Reading,
where he joined the Branch Office. During
this time he worked as a relief at Hastings
and Catterick, and as a representative at
Colchester;
he also ran depots on many
occasions in Hampshire, Sussex and East
Anglia during army manoeuvres.
In 1931 he was appointed representative
for North and East Berkshire, and in 1937
he became Assistant Manager to the late
Mr. F. L. Shrimp ton at Ludgershall.
With the Second World War in the offing,
Mr. Paice found himself back at Farnborough
again early in 1939 as Chief Military
Representative, and in due course he was
given the task of reopening the branch there
to cope with the services trade during the
war years.
Early in 1946 he returned to Ludgershall
as Manager, where he has remained until
A

Branch Managers in conference at Plymouth. Standing from left to right are Sir Charles Allfrey, Mr. D.]. Simonds,
Mr. E. M. Downes, Mr. E. D. Simonds, Captain R. H. Courage, Mr. W. C. Heley and Mr. A. E. Wake.

Managers
Confer
YEAR'S
CONFERENCE
for
Branch
Managers, held at Plymouth in October,
made a complete break with tradition for it
was the first time that this important event
has been held at a Branch.
The completion of the rebuilding operations at Tamar Brewery provided an
opportunity
for those attending
the
Conference to hear at first hand from
Mr. C. R. Holman (Plymouth Manager) of
the benefits which were accruing as a result
of the installation of modern mechanical
handling devices and the application of
method study. Afterwards they were able
to tour the Brewery and see for themselves
the fruits of the Company's policy of apply-

THIS
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ing the most up to date methods to the
production and handling of beer in cask
and bottle.
The business of the Conference ranged
over the whole sphere of selling and of giving
service to our customers and the exchange
of ideas and knowledge as between Directors,
Executives and Branch Managers produced
some lively and stimulating discussion.
Captain R. H. Courage, Sales Director of
Courage and Barclay Ltd. attended and, we
are sure, derived considerable interest from
hearing how "the other half" worked.
The Social Side-a
most important
feature of such Conferences-provided further
opportunities for the exchange of views and
ideas "ex agenda", and we have no doubt
that those who toil in the various parts of
the Simonds domain took heart on finding
that many of their own problems were shared
by others, whether they were from London,
Wales, or any other of our scattered
Branches.

Mr. Reg Paice.

this year. He has been succeeded there by
Mr. S. B. Farmer, who was previously
Assistant Manager at Newport.
On September 22nd, Mr. Paice was given
a farewell dinner at the White Hart Hotel,
Andover, at which Mr. Duncan Simonds,
Major F. Robson, Garrison Adjutant, Tidworth, and Mr. R. W. Gill of the Crown Inn,
Upton, all paid tribute to his work and
popularity throughout the area covered by
the branch.
This was followed by a dinner and dance
on September 27th, given by the Ludgershall
Staff, and tenants and friends, at which
Mr. Paice received a portable radio from
the staff, a canteen of cutlery from the
tenants, and a barometer from a group of
friends.
Other presents which he has received
include a pint tankard from the Warrant
Officers and Sergeants' Mess Joint School
of Nuclear Defence, Winterbourne.
Finally, at a presentation in the Board
Room at Reading on October r Bth Mr.
Paice received a refrigerator which had been
subscribed for by his colleagues at Reading
and Branches throughout the firm.
Everyone will wish Reg. Paice and his
wife good health and a long and happy
retirement, during which it is hoped that
they will continue to keep in touch with
their many friends in the firm.
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Runner-up:
Ladies' Champion:
Runner-up:
Landlord's Champion:

ARTS
OUNO-UP

Runner-up:

G. Swatton, "King's Head",
Thatcham.
Mrs. A. Easter.
Mrs. Spurles.
Mr. G. Wilson, "King's Head",
Thatcham.
Mr. F. Pottinger, "Red House'"
Newbury.

After the presentation of prizes by Mr. S. H.
Spurling, a dance was held, which was
enjoyed by all present.

Reading
to slip the results of this
year's darts season at Bristol into our last
issue. Results from other areas are given
below:WE WERE JUST ABLE

Basingstoke
The first area to hold its Finals Night was
the Basingstoke and District Hop Leaf
League. This event was organised on Friday,
22nd April, at the Drill Hall, Basingstoke,
and was preceded by a Dinner attended by
members of the committee and league, and
also team supporters.
The Purefoy Arms, Preston Candover, were
the winners of the Divisional Championship,
and indeed had a wonderful record throughout, being also the runners-up in the Pairs
Championship, and the winners of the
Challenge Shield. The licensee, Mr. F.
Chumbley, was runner-up in the Landlord's
Cup.
The Queens, Basingstoke, were winners of
the Pairs Championship, and Mr. Barnes,
of the Station Hotel, was a popular and
worthy winner of the Landlord's Trophy.
The prizes were presented by Mrs. S. H.
Spurling, who congratulated the Secretary,
Mr. A. Smith, and his committee, on their
grand efforts.

Newbury
The Newbury and District Hop Leaf
Darts League held its Finals at the Plaza,
Newbury, on Wednesday, the I t th May,
Ig60. The event was very well attended,
and some first class throwing was seen.
Principal winners were :
League Champions:
Runners-up:
Men's Champion:
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"Gun", Wash Common.
"Swan", London Road.
A. Tyler, "Red House",
Newbury.

The Finals of the Reading and District
Hop Leaf Darts League was held at
Olympia, Reading, on Thursday, 26th May,
Ig60. Prior to the darts matches, a Dinner
was enjoyed by the committee and supporters
of the league, who were pleased to welcome

The Reading Finals.
(Left to right) Mr. D. J. Simonds,
Mr. H. E. Petty, Mr. F. C. Clayson, Alderman C. R. Evans,
Mayor of Reading, and Mr. L. Rush.

Men's Pairs Championship:
Landladies'
Championship:
Men's Team Championship:
Ladies' Team Championship:
Landlords'
Championship
( Walkover) :
Ladies' Singles Championship:
Men's Singles Championship:
Division I Champions:
Division II Champions:
Division III Champions:
Division IV Champions:
Ladies' Division
"A"
Champions:
Ladies' Division
"B"
Champions:

The prizes were presented by Mr. D. J.
Simonds, assisted by the Mayor of Reading.
Results
Ladies' Pairs
ship:

Champion-

Mrs. F. Ware and Mrs. P.
Turner, "Elephant Hotel"

Whitc and C. Webb
"Crown", Caversham
Mrs. B. Higgs, "Brunswick
Arms"
"Crown Hotel", Caversham
"Elephant

Hotel"

S. Elliott, "Bird-in-Hand",
Tilehurst
Mrs. J. R. Brown,
"Engineers' Arms"
W. Cox, "Wellington
Arms"
"Crown Hotel"
"Bear", Tilehurst 'A'
"Thatched Cottage",
Embrook
"Bird-in-Hand", Henley
"Elephant Hotel"
"Jolly Farmer",

Hurst

Mr. M. Hunter, tenant of the "Three Crowns", Plymouth,
receives a wooden spoon from Mr. C. R. Holman.

High Wycombe

Plymouth

The Finals at High Wycombe were held at
the Town Hall on Tuesday, :)Ist May, Ig60.
So popular has this event become that
tickets were restricted to the capacity of the
Town Hall, and they were at a premium in
High Wycombe, although we have not had
reports of any being offered on the black
market!
The games were keenly contested and
produced some dart playing of a very high
standard.
The prizes were won by :-

Men's Section
On Monday, July 4th, the Exmouth Hall,
Devonport, was the venue for the finals of
the Hop Leaf Darts League (Men's Section)
and a capacity crowd of some eight hundred
spectators was treated to an exhibition of
high skill at darts.
The Men's Doubles Competition was won
by V. Yearling and A. West, of the Royal
Albert Bridge, who played very well to beat
S. McCarthy and R. Pyne, of the Wellington
Hotel, in two straight legs.
The Wellington Hotel soon received consolation for this defeat when R. Pyne won
the odd leg from R. Fender, of the Dolphin
Inn, in the Individual Championship. This
was a dour struggle, a feature of which was
the very high rate of scoring and the
immaculate finishing.
The Simonds Challenge Cup produced
an upset result, as the much fancied Royal
Marine team succumbed to the Patna Hotel
by five games to two.
The prizes were presented by Mr. C. R.
Holman, our Devon and Cornwall Area
Manager.
The ensuing Ball was well patronised and
the opportunity of uniting customers, tenants
and managers in a sporting and frolicsome
evening was appreciated by all.

Ladies' League:
Ladies' Singles:
Ladies' Pairs:

the Mayor of Reading-Alderman
C. R.
Evans, Mr. D. J. Simonds, who travelled
from Plymouth, and Mr. C. R. Wyatt.
The display of prizes and trophies was the
largest and finest ever seen by the
contestants, and the games played were of
the same high standard. The evening proceeded with its customary smoothness, under
the guidance of the indefatigable Secretary,
Mr. H. E. Petty, and the members of his
committee.

R.

Landladies:
Darbv and .loan Competition:
Men's League, Division
"A":
Men's League, Division

"The King George Y"
Mrs. G. Eldridge, "Coach
and Horses"
Mrs. E. Dean and Mrs. A.
Witney, "White Blackbird"
Mrs. W. Jackson, "Belle
Vue"
Mrs. and Mrs. Oliver,
"King George Y"
"Carrington Arms"
"Saracen's

Head"

-tr .
Men's Singles:
Men's Pairs:
Landlords:
Friday League:

K. Cross, "Saracen's Head'
A. Wood Onr.) and F. Kay
"King George Y"
A. Wood (Snr.), "King
George Y"
"Hour Glass", Sands

Mr. M. Tilbury, deputising for+Mr. E. D.
Simonds, presented the prizes.
Following the darts, dancing to the music
of Ken Madelin and his Orchestra was
enjoyed by all present.
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Ladies' Section
On Monday, July r r th, the Hop Leaf
Darts League (Ladies' Section) brought its
season to a successful close with the finals of
the Simonds Challenge Cup, and the semifinals and finals of the Individual Championship at the Exmouth Hall, Devonport.
The Simonds Challenge Cup was won by
the Eagle Tavern after a tremendous struggle
which was decided only by the last game, in
which Mrs. E. Maunder was the winner
on "Double One" over Mrs. C. Walker, of
the Ford Hotel.
The Individual Championship produced
brilliant play, where the extremely high
standard exhibited by Mrs. B. Holmes, of
the Dolphin Hotel, the eventual winner, was
outstanding. Her steady ability enabled her
to win the semi-final against D. Jennings, of
the Bridge Inn, and the final against M.
Turner, of the Swan Hotel, in straight legs.
The awards were presented by Mrs. C. R.
Holman.
On behalf of the league, Mrs. Johnstone,
the Secretary, presented Mrs. Holman with
a bouquet as a mark of general esteem.
Many thanks are due to the officials and
committee who, together with Mr. A. J.
Sorrell, of the Royal Marine, and members
of the Brewery staff worked so hard to
organise this very successful evening, which
ended with a Grand Ball, which was enjoyed
by all who participated,
the attendance
being in the region of 600 persons.
Swindon

The Swindon and District Darts Finals
were held at the GoddardArms Hotel, Swindon,

Hopleaves

Messrs. V. Watts and R. Spackman of the
"Shoulder of Mutton" receive the Pairs TrojJlry.

on June znd, the prizes being presented by
Mr. R. C. Pitts, Manager of our Swindon
Branch. This was the first year that the
ladies had taken part in a League Competition, which proved a great success.
Results:Ladies:
League

"Carters'

Rest"

Four-a-Side

"Carters'

Rest"

Pairs

"Rolleston

Wroughton
Wroughton
Arms",
Swindon

Men
Premier League
"A"

League

Pairs
Singles
Challenge Cup
Landlords' Cup

"Bell and Shoulder",
Swindon
"Carters' Rest"
Wroughton
"Bell and Shoulder",
Swindon
"Ship Hotel", Swindon
"Bell and Shoulder",
Swindon
"Red Lion", Wootton
Bassett

The "Bell and Shoulder of
Mutton" team receive the
team trophy from Mr. R. C.
Pitts at Sunndon.
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important anniversary in the annals of
the Hotels and Catering Department took
place on September znd, when its Silver
Jubilee was celebrated. When Mr. H. C.
Davis was originally appointed Manager of
the Department
in 1935, with only the
Bush Hotel, Wokingham, as his responsibility,
he can scarcely have imagined that it would
blossom into an organisation such as it is
today, with 43 establishments under the
control of the present manager, Mr. J. L.
Hastings.
AN

News from 824 Squadron includes an
account of a series of delightful places visited
in the Mediterranean
during the summer
months. First came Barcelona, where prices
were found to be surprisingly cheap and
many members of the squadron took the
opportunity of a day trip to the famous
beach at Sitges. Next on the list was a
fortnight in Gibraltar when quite a lot of
people went to a bullfight for the first and,
usually, the last time!
Exercises in co-operation with the Army
in Cyprus followed, where it was found that
warnings issued about certain types of local
brandy were well founded !
The next port of call was Athens, where
the ship anchored in Phaleron Bay. Here
things proved to. be expensive, particularly
if one inadvertently missed the last metro
from Athens and was reduced to hiring a
taxi. Many became experts on Doric and
Ionic columns and similar old stones, but
whether this was due to a thirst for culture
or a lack of local currency is not related.
August Bank Holiday saw the Squadron
disembarked at the R.A.F. Station at Takali

The Portreeve tests the ale at the" Union Hotel".

in Malta, where parties visited Simonds
Farsons Cisk. When in Gibraltar members
of the Squadron also looked up Saccone and
Speed.
Wishing to forestall a shoal of letters
signed "indignant taxpayer" we hasten to
add that life was not all a gay round of
parties. By May 13th the Squadron had
completed its 1,000th flying hour and by
early in August some 1,750 sorties had been
flown. Exercises were carried out with the
British Mediterranean Fleet, the N.A.T.O.
nations in the area and the American
Sixth Fleet. Two aircraft committed themselves to the deep, the crews of each being
rescued none the worse for their swim.
In late August the Squadron returned to
Culdrose for leave, taking in Palma in
Majorca and an exercise with the Americans
on the way.

At
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A Royal Charter granted by Henry III in
1260 was recently discovered in the archives
of the ancient Devon town of Bovey Tracey,
and this has led to the revival of many old
customs.

swift succession by others at Salisbury,
Ebbw Vale, Lightwater in Surrey, Reading
(Wantage Road), and two at Newport.
These brought the number of branches
controlled by the organisation up to the
formidable total of 65.

One of the oldest and certainly among the
most popular was that of Ale Tasting. If
the brew produced for tasting was all that
could be desired, a distinctive mark was made
on the ale house door signifying that the
traveller could safely imbibe without fear of
being given poor quality ale.

A notable event took place this summer in
Newport when a new lounge was opened at
the Lenox Conservative Club by Mr. B. H.
Quelch, our local manager.
The Club was
formed originally in 18g8 during the Boer
War.

In our picture the Portreeve is seen quaffing
some ale in front of the Union Hotel from a
pewter mug, while Mrs. N. Kennedy, the
tenant, looks on with confidence.

At

Since the mug contained a draught of
E.I.P.A., it is perhaps hardly necessary to
add that the door of the Union Hotel now
displays the mark of quality.

•

Our picture of members of Slough Cricket
Club Wednesday XI taking the field for
their match against Reading last summer
includes three of our tenants. Mr. George
Bennett, captain of the team and tenant of
the Dolphin, at Slough, leads the team on to
the field, with Mr. E. Blackett of the White
Lion, Egham, on his immediate right. On
the extreme right of the picture is Mr. D.
Williams, landlord of the Queen's Arms,
Addlestone. Mr. Bennett has been captain
of the team since Ig52.

The Slough Cricket ClubWednesday

XI takes the field.

In September an old wartime friend paid
a visit to Mr. ]. O'Leary, tenant of the
Navy Inn, Plymouth; this was none other
than Bertram Mills' famous clown, Coco,
who first met Mr. O'Leary when they were
both in the Pioneer Corps.
Coco also lays claim to being an exemployee of our firm for, shortly before the
war when he was "resting", he took a job
as a waiter at the Queen's Hotel, Farnborough,
at 30S. od. a week. This, he explains, was
not a fortune, but in the first week he
pocketed £7 in tips, followed by £1 I in the
second, and £15 in the third!

•
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Another popular member of the staff who
will also celebrate his half-century with the
firm before long is Mr. "Ted" Gosney, of
Staines.
Mr. Gosney, who has managed our
Staines Branch for the last fourteen years
entered his fiftieth year of service in August.

Coco, the clown, receives an outsize lobster from
Mr. J. O'Leary at the "Navy Inn".

Several more Arthur Cooper Branches
were opened during the course of the
summer and autumn in widely separated
parts of the country. The first was at
Plympton in Devon, which was followed in

Courtesy of the
Simonds family archives

A well-known member of the firm who has
achieved 50 years' service this year is
Mr. R. E. Wright, and on September zfith
he was presented with a gold watch at a
board meeting to commemorate the fact.
"Bob" Wright, who is Assistant Manager
at Plymouth, can remember the time when
public houses were open all day, and a pin of
ale cost 3s. 6d. or a bottle of port IS. gd. His
father was a founder of the town of Dryden
in Ontario, and Bob was the first child born
there. Last year he returned to his birthplace for the first time for 60 years, and was
given a civic reception. His son is at present
serving in the Cancer Research Centre,
Toronto, as a Doctor of Science.
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A group taken at the Lenox Club. Lift to right:
Messrs. H. Boughton, Secretary of the Association of
Conservative Clubs, R. Milward, our area representative, W. F. Rowland, Chairman, Caerphilly Conservative
Division, A. L. Moore, Club Chairman, B. H. Quelch,
E. Nelson, Club Secretary, and S. B. Farmer.

Mr. and Mrs. L. Hall, of the "Wheatsheaf Inn", hand
a cheque for £30 to Mabel and Wilfred Pickles.

At
After appearing in "Have a Go!" at
Wantage on September 27th, Wilfred Pickles
came on to the Wheatsheqf where he received
the sum of £30 which the tenant, Mr. R. H.
Hall, had collected for the Spastic Children's
Society.

OBITUARY
It is with great regret that we record the deaths rif :
MR. H. F. BONNER, on June r qth, who had been the
very popular landlord of the Phoenix in Staines
since 1941. He was highly respected locally and
well known for his generosity to Licensed Victuallers
and other charities.
MR. w. J. JAMES, on September 8th, after a short
illness. He had been licensee of the Butchers' Arms,
Neath, since 1943.

Members of the Newbury L. V.A. ra.lJlea car at their barbecue and fete.

A very successful Barbecue and Fete was
held by the Newbury Licensed Victuallers
Association on August 17th, and our picture
above shows some well-known members
of the Association hard at work. The
names are, from left to right: Mr. A. Allsop
(Chairman), Mrs. M. Clark (Chairman,
Ladies' Auxiliary), Mr. L. Hopkinson
(Chairman, Newbury and District Benevolent

Association) and Mr. S. Cowles (Secretary).
~
The attractive picture of Turvey, one of
our dray horses, pulling an old-fashioned
fire engine was taken at the Berkshire and
Reading Fire Brigade Display and Review
held in Palmer Park, Reading, this summer.
The driver is Alf Hunt.
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