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MR H. B. WEBB. 

Educated at Ashford County School. Commenced work 
in I926 with Ashby's Staines Brewery Ltd. as" Junior Clerk with 
knowledge of shorthand and typewriting." During the following 
few years obtained experience of routine clerical office work. 
Later the controlling interest of Wheeler's Wycombe Breweries 
Ltd. was acquired and the accounts were transferred to Staines, 
and Mr. Webb became a ledger clerk. In I930, the whole was 
taken over by H. & G. Simonds, Ltd., and in I931 Mr. Webb was 
transferred to Reading as Bottled Beer Ledger Clerk, and later 
became Cashier for the two Companies operating together as 
Subsidiaries of H. & G. Simonds, Ltd., until Ashby's was 
liquidated and absorbed by the parent Company. He then worked 
for a further period as clerk for Wheeler's \Vycombe Breweries 
Ltd. and wages clerk for the Staines Depot. 

Conscripted in I943 by the Ministry of Labour and National 
ervice for overseas service with the .A.A.F.r., and reached the 

position of Allocation Officer for the London, Eastern and 
outhern Commands, dealing with the distribution of cigarettes, 

tobacco, chocolate and confectionery, and a host of other 
unrationed goods from oranges to razor blades and cosmetics. 

Released in September, I946, and returned to the Brewery 
and was appointed Chief Clerk in the Hotels and Catering Dept. 
until January, 1950, and was then sent to Letchworth on a course 
of training with the British Tabulating Machine Co. Ltd. on 
the Hollerith punched card electrical accounting machine, 
returning to the Brewery to become Supervisor of the Hollerith 
Department which began on Ist May, 1950, to absorb the sales 
accounts and statistical work ot the General Office, Wheeler's 
Wycombe Breweries Ltd. and John May & Co. Ltd. The 
Department has subsequently been considerably extended and 
improved. 
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r.~ADII K~ Ll0~.ARY 
Ar- fJr; . · 0QUARE .I.JG-,t-:. 
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Take a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine oft 
infirmities.-The Bible. 

THE EDITOR'S CHAIR 
(By c. H. P') 

The late Major G. S. M. ASHBY. 

It was with profound regret that we learned of 
the tragic death of Major G. S. M. Ashby, Vice
Chairman of the Company. His pleasing manner 
and good fellowship made him very much liked by 
all privileged to know him, and his sudden demise 
is mourned by a very wide circle. Our deepest 
sympathy goes out to his widow and two sons, the 
elder of whom is Manager of H. & G. Simonds 
East African Brewery at Mombasa. 

The large and representative company attending 
the funeral testified to the widespread respect in 
which Major Ashby was hekl.. 

MAYORAL VISIT. 

The Mayor and Mayoress of Reading (Councillor and Mrs. 
T. W. Knight) visited the Brewery early in May and were greatly 
interested in a tour of the various departments. The many 
intricate processes involved in the production of our famous beer 
were studied by them with the keenest interest. They sampled 
the "RP.A." and were later entertained at luncheon, being 
joined by Ml. R St. John Quarry and Mr. F. H. V. Keighley, 
Directors. Mr. E. D. Simonds conducted them round the Brewery. 
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HONOUR FOR LORD SIMONDS. 

The first Honours List of the new reign was proclaimed on 
Thursday, June 5th, by the Queen to celebrate her official 
birthday. Among the awards to mark achievement and enter
prise in national life is that to Lord Simonds, the Lord Chancellor 
who at present holds a life peerage. He now becomes a Baron. 
Lord Simonds is a brother of our Chairman and Managing 
Director, Mr. F. A. Simonds. 

A GREAT THOUGHT. 

THE VALUE OF KINDNESS. 

Since tnjles make the sum oj human things, 

And halJ our misery Jro'ln our foibles springs: 
Since liJe's best joys consist ill peace and ease, 

A nd Jew can save or serve, b1lt all may please; 
Oh, let til ' 1I11gelltle spirit leam Jrom hence, 
A small unkindness is a great offence: 
Large bou/lties to restore, we wish in vail/, 

But all may shun the guilt oj giving pain. 

To bless mankind with tides oj jlozving wealth, 

With power to grace them, or to crown with health, 
Our little lot denies, b1l1 heaven decrees 

To all the giJt oj minist'ring ease; 

The mild Jorbearance oj another's Jault ; 

The taunting leJord, suppress'd as soon as thought: 
On these Heaven bade the bliss oj IiJe depend, 
A nd crushed ill-Jortune when it made a (riend. 

~'t'"" -~~ -~;,.,-"'-

~~~ 
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NATURE NOTE. 
(BY C.H.P.) 

THE TREASURES OF A TROUT STREAM. 

A FLASH OF AZURE BLUE . 

BABY BALLS OF FLUFF. 

89 

I ever look forward to the merry month of May with the 
most eager anticipation, for then I spend some very happy hours 
wandering up and down a little trout stream, trying my luck 
with rod and line. And this year was no exception to the rule, 
for I had good weather, good company, and good sport. The 
mayflies were up in their thousands and the fish were feeding 
freely. We succeeded in catching a nice "bag" of speckled 
beauties-treasures indeed-on the first day. But it was no 
easy task, for the water was low and very clear, and only the 
skill of a lifelong experience tempted the wily trout to their 
doom! The weather was warm, but cloudy, and we left our 
mackintoshes in my friend's car while we wandered about a 
couple of miles upstream. So intent were we on our fishing that 
we did not notice the dark gathering clouds. It was evening, 
when suddenly the rain came down in torrents. Through the 
long wet grass we promptly wended our way back to the car 
and we were both soaked before we reached it. 

But what did it matter so long as we had enjoyed such 
excellent sport? 

A GOOD COLOUR. 

The next day we found that the welcome rain had given the 
water a good colour which made our chances of further success 
very favourable. And we made the most of our opportunities, 
banking another good catch of the finny tribe. The day was very 
warm and we took things quite leisurely, having an occasional 
chat as we sat on the bank wi th our eyes ever open to observe 
what was going on in and out of the river. When we observed 
a good fish rising we soon had a try for him. I t was indeed 
another day of undiluted happiness. Nor shall I ever forget one 
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little incident. We have laughed very heartily about it many 
times since. My friend and I had been fishing different shetches. 
of the water, and eventually we met again. My friend told me 
he had had no luck at all for some time; he had not moved a 
fish. He was casting a perfect "line and I thought that strange 
as I had enjoyed fine sport. I watched him for some minutes. 
and then I noticed he was fishing without a fly! I jokingly 
exclaimed: "If I were you, old man, I'd have a fly on my cast! 
Small wonder you have not had a rise." We both laughed right 
heartily. Somehow he had lost his fly without knowing it, and 
it will be a long, long time before I cease pulling his leg about 
the incident. 

I TAKE A REST! 

The sun was a blaze of golden glory and very warm, and as 
my friend continued to try his luck-with a fly!-I thought 
I would have a rest, and made myself comfortable at the base 
of a fine old oak tree. I kept close observation on what was. 
happening all around and every moment there was much of 
interest. A little tree-creeper crept up the tree under which. 
I was sitting, a grasshopper warbler, a rather rare bird, unreeled 
his peculiar song-if such it can be called, and a kingfisher, like 
a shaft of azure blue, sped down the little stream with a minnow 
in its beak. I watched the brilliant bird fly to its young which 
were seated on a dead twig, all in a row. To and fro the 
kingfisher flew with a little fish in its beak every time. She fed 
first one and then the other of her children in their turn, and 
never did she feed the same one twice in succession. It was a. 
case of fair shares for all. 

A FEATHERED FISHERMAN. 

An old heron passed leisurely over the meadows. I thought 
to myself, he has had more trout out of this river than I shall 
':!ver catch .. Then a sparrow hawk put in an appearance. He 
made a sudden dive into a little copse and I wondered what 
mischief he was up to. A willow warbler poured out his 
peculiarly sweet song almost unceasingly. Then suddenly a. 
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cuckoo put in an appearance. 
the day. No sooner had the 
than he made a dash at him. 

He had been calling, calling, all 
willow warbler espied the cuckoo 
I never thought such a tiny body 

could have contained so much ferocity. He made angry dives 
as he pecked and pecked at the poor cuckoo's head. Then a pair 
of moorhens came out into the meadows to gather food for their 
young. They returned again and again to a little ditch. I 
visited the spot and was very interested to see the little moorhens, 

just baby balls of black fluff. 

OUR HAPPIEST HOURS. 

Well, I have had a delightful rest and must return to my 
task of fly-fishing. I enjoy more good sport and so does my 
friend. Of course he does, for he now has a fly on the end of 

his line! 

We both spent some of the happiest hours of our li ves, and 
we have been close friends for over sixty years. We wish for 
nothing better than a few hours together in the meadows catching 
or observing some of the Treasures of a Trout Stream. 

WORDS OF WISDOM. 

Courtesy never broke one's crown. 

Eloquence is the child of knowledge. When the mind is full, 
like a wholesome river, it is also clear. 

Fair flowers don't remain lying by the highway. 

He only is exempt from failures who makes no efforts. 

Intellect is not speaking and logicising; it is seeing and 
ascertain ing. 

Let us be men with men, and always children before God. 
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BREWERY JOTTINGS. 

STAFF CHANGES. 

The following changes and new appointments m the staff 
have taken place since March 31st, 1952 :-

READING: 

Retirements : 

j. Stone, of the Wheelwrights' Department, retired on 
February 2nd, 1952, after completing 32 years' 
service. 

H. Patey. of the Scalds Department, retired on March 31st. 
1952, after completing 41 years' service. 

C. J. Hamilton. of the 'vVheelwrights' Department, retired 
on ~ay 30th, 1952, after completing 19 years' 
serVIce. 

Nez .. Employees: 

S. L. Read, Surveyor. Commenced his duties in the 
Surveyor's Department on April 15th, 1952. 

H. S. Staveley, Surveyor. Commenced his duties in the 
Surveyor's Department on March 3rd, 1952. 

Elected to the Tou.'ll Coltltcil: 

Mr. H. G. Wheeler, of the Bottled Beer Loading Stage, 
succeeded in being elected a member of the Reading 
To\vu Council at the recent Municipal Elections. 

DEATHS. 

We deeply regret to record the deaths of the following :-

L. Lambourne, Scalds Department, passed away on 
February 22nd, aged 56 years. 

R. West, Engineers' Department, passed away on 
April 16th, aged 61 years, after completing 30 years' 
loyal service. 

To all relatives we offer our sincere sympathy. 
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The following changes have taken place since our last issue, 
and we wish all new tenants every success :-

The Dolphin, Totteridge-Mr. S. G. Webster. 
(Change due to death 0/ Mrs. A. Webster.) 

The Royal Oak, Bullbrook-Mr. G. T. Dicker. 
The Purefoy Arms, Preston Candover-Mr. F. G. Chumbley. 
The Wheatsheaf, Thatcham-Mr. A. G. Osborn. 
The Horse and Groom, Mortimer-Mr. L. Pounds. 
The Three Tuns, Staines-Mr. J. W. Franklin. 
The Feathers, Laleham--Mr. F. E. 1 obbs. 
The Criterion, Clewer-Mr. H. N. Matchwick. 
The Red House, Highclere-Mr. J. E. Oxlade. 
The Black Lion, Naphill-Mr. T. Walton. 
The New Inn, Knowl Hill-Mr. R. J. Pounds. 
The Globe, Aldershot-Mr. R. E. Morton. 
The King George V, Wycombe Marsh-Mr. F. A. Wingrove. 
The Bear Hotel, Maidenhead-Hotels and Catering Dept., 

Manager, Mr. H. S. Smith. 

MAJOR GUY A HBY. 
FOUND DEAD NEAR READING. 

(From the Newbury Weekly News). 

'The distressing death of Major G. S. M. Ashby, of 
Grimsbury Farm, Hermitage, has come as a great shock not only 
to his family, but to his many friends in the 1 ewbury district 
and to his fellow Directors of H. & G. Simonds, of Reading. He 
was in his 6Ist year. 

Major Ashby left home on Tuesday morning (May 13th) to 
attend to his usual business at the Brewery at Reading. As a 
matter of fact there was a Directors' meeting being held that 
morning. Later his body was found in long grass by the side of 
his car on the main Reading-Basingstoke Road at Three Mile 
Cross. A gun was lying near and the cause of his death was a 
gunshot wound. The discovery was made by an A.A. Scout. 

Major Ashby, who was very much liked and held in great 
respect in the countryside around Newbury, had been a sick 
man for some time and his state of health had much deteriorated 
since he had a hunting accident some three months ago, when 
his horse rolled on him. 

The original cause of his ill-health was a fall some years ago 
when he sustained severe head and brain injuries. Lately his 
friends had noticed that often he had a strained look about him. 
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The Late Major Ashby. 

Major and Mrs. Ashby have been living at Grimsbury Farm 
over 30 years. He was educated at Bradfield College and he 
took up a military career, serving with the Gunners. In the 
early days of flying at the start of the 1914-18 war he was 
attached to the RF.C. as a " spotting" officer. Later he became 
a flying officer and was shot down in France in 1916. His injuries 
were such that he was in hospital for a long period and was 
eventually invalided out in 1919. It was soon after this that 
Major and Mrs. Ashby came to live at Grimsbury Farm. The 
Major was a wireless fan when wireless was in its infancy and he 
made many sets for his friends. 
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The Ashbys were a well-known brewing family. Major 
Ashby's father owned a brewery at Totton, near Southampton 
and Ashby's Brewery at Staines, which belonged to his cousins, 
was the principal brewery in that district . He was also related 
to Lieut.-Col. May, the proprietor of May's Brewery at 
Basingstoke. Mrs. Ashby's mother is also a member of the 
Simonds family. In the late twenties Major Ashby took up a 
position with Messrs. H. & G. Simonds, of Reading, and was 
elected to the Board in 1930. Then some three years ago he 
followed Mr. Henry imonds as Vice-Chairman of the Company. 
The Chairman is Mr. Eric Simonds, brother of the Lord 
Chancellor and another Director is General Sir Miles Dempsey, of 
the Old Vicarage, Greenham. 

Major Ash by had a great love for music and through his 
friend, the late Col. Mackworth, he became interested in the 
Newbury Amateur Orchestral Union. For many years he played 
in the orchestra, his instrument being the flute. In addition he 
was hon. treasurer before he was succeeded by Mr. A. P. Davies. 
He also gave his help to the l'\ewbury Operatic Orchestra. He 
was a member of the Cold Ash Choir which was successful at the 
Newbury Musical Festival. 

Hunting was his chief sport and he was a keen supporter of 
the Craven Hunt. He was for many years Chairman of the 
Committee and his advice and help did much to keep the hunt 
running during the difficult war years and afterwards. He had 
meets of the hounds at Grimsbury Farm and he acted as starter 
at the Craven Point-to-Point meetings. 

It was always a most devoted family at Grimsbury Farm 
and the deepest sympathy goes out to Mrs. Ashby and her two 
sons, Henry and Richard. The elder is managing H. & G. 
Simonds important brewery at Mombasa, Kenya, and the 
younger has chosen the Army as a career and is at Gibraltar.' 

THE FUNERAL. 

The funeral took 'place at Holy Trinity Church, Hermitage, 
on Friday, May 23rd, the large attendance testifying to the high 
esteem in which he was held. 

The church was filled to capacity, and about a hundred 
outside the church joined in the service. There were 140 beautiful 
wreaths lining the pathway to the church and forming a large 
bank of colour at the graveside. Hermitage Special Police, of 
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which Major Ashby was a section officer, provided a guard of 
honour and four of their number acted as bearers. 

The service was conducted by the Vicar of Hermitage, the 
Rev. F. H. Noon, assisted by the Rural Dean, Canon A. S. Hazel. 
The hymns were" 0 Voice of the Beloved" and" 0 Paradise .. 
and the psalm" I will lift up mine eyes" and the Nunc Dimittis 
were sung. Mrs. F. Danial was at the organ and played Handel's 
Pastoral Symphony and Handel's Largo as the congregation 
assembled; and Mendelssohn's " 0 rest in the LOld" at the 
conclusion. 

The family mourners were Mrs. Ashby (widow), Capt. 
Richard A~hby (son), Mrs. Muller (mother-in-law), Mrs. Jack 
Ashby (sister-in-law). 

Members of the Board of Messrs. H. & G. Simonds present 
were: Mr. F. A. imonds. (Chairman and Managing Director). 
who was accompanied by Mrs. Simonds, Mr. F. H. V. Keighley, 
Mr. R. St. John Quarry (also representing Major Shea-Simonds, 
Mrs. W. W. Myers and Mrs. T . Price), Mr. E. D. Simonds, Mr. W. P. 
Cripps (also lepresenting Mrs. Cripps and Capt. E. J. Cripps) 
and General Sir Charles Allfrey (also representing the Brewery 
staff at Bristol and Newport, Mon.). 

Brewery staff attending were: Mr. A. G. Richardson (Chief 
Accountant), Mr. J. D. Richardson (Secretary of the Company), 
Mr. J. H. Wadhams (Assistant Secretary), Mr. A. E. Wake 
(Branch Department Manager, representing all Branch Managers), 
Mr. F. W. Freeman (Home Trade Manager), Mr. S. T. Warner 
(Manager, Wine and Spirits Dept.), Mr. S. Spurling (Manager, 
Estates Dept., also representing Berkshire Brewers' Union), 
Mr. V. Richards (representing Brewing Staff), Mr. F. E. Dryden 
(Transport Manager, also representing Mr. P. Wadlow), Capt. A. S. 
Drewe (Chief Surveyor), Mr. S. E. J. Howe (Assistant Surveyor). 
Mr. W. Bowyer, Mr. P . Knapp, Mr. R. Southall, Mr. W. H. Davis, 
Mr. A. Smith, Mr. . Lipscombe (also representing Mr. Charles 
Perrin) , Messrs. E. Jefferies , L. Farrance, J. Gibbs and A. Potting 
(representing Engineers' Dept.). 

Amongst others present were Lt.-Col. Rodney Palmer 
(representing the Craven and South Berks Hunts) , Mrs. John 
Simonds, Mrs. Pulford, Sir William Mount, Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Langley (representing Mr. and Mrs. J. Buswell, Nairobi), Mrs. 
Buswell, Mr. F. Brawn, together with representatives of the many 
organisations with which Major Ashby was connected. 
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DEATH OF MR. E. R. WEST. 

It is with deep regret that we record the death on April I6th, 
at Churchill Hospital, Oxford, of Dick West. He was 6I years 
of age. 

Dick, who had some 3I years ' service to his credit was one 
of those we came to look upon as being as permanent as the 
" Hop Leaf" itself. He could be seen at his job, dispensing fuel 
to the Company's motor vehicles long after most had left for home. 
On work days, week-ends and holidays, Dirk, who lived in 
Fobney treet, Read ing, was always on hand for any emergency 
in the Engineering Department. 

The interment which took place at the Hen ley Road 
Cemetery on April 2znd was attended by Messrs. F. Brown, 
F. Clinch, S. Cripps, A. Delement, E. Higgs and A. O. Taylor 
on behalf of his workmates at the Brewery. 

We extend our sympathies to his widow, daughter and sons 
in their great loss. 

IMONDS DIRECTOR'S VISIT. 

(Fronl the Simonds-Farsons-Cish Gazette, Malta) 

This month Colonel F. H. V. Keighley , a Director of Messrs. 
H. & G. Simonds, of Reading, one of the promoters of Simonds
Farsons-Cisk Ltd. , attended a board meeting at the Imriehel 
Brewery in his capacity as a Director of Simonds-Farsons-Cisk 
Ltd. 

Colonel Keighley is no stranger to Malta and was here on 
many occasions before the war. This was his second visit to 
the Island since I948, and in an interview he spoke of his fondness 
for Malta. He added that the present currency restrictions 
should prove a boon to Malta where the sterling limit did not 
apply. 

Colonel Keighley, who is 44 years old, served during the last 
war in the Rifle Brigade and for a time was on the staff of General 
Sir Miles Dempsey with the Second Army in Germany after the 
Normandy landings. His duties with Messrs . H . & G. imonds 
have resulted in his travelling extensively, particularly in India, 
Burma and Ceylon. 



THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE 

Before coming to Malta, Colonel Keighley had visited East 
Africa , in his capacity of Director of the East African Brewery 
Ltd., which is an associate of H . & G. Simonds. East Africa 
Brewery has branches in Nairobi. Mombasa and Dar-es-Salaam. 

Colonel Keighley was accompanied by Mrs. Keighley on his 
visit to the Island. 

PRE. ENT A no~ TO MR. T. \\' . BRADFORD. 

Mr. T. W. Bradford, Chief Cashier, recentl\' retired after 
fifty years of loyal service, and he received a - gift from his 
colleagues to mark the occasion. 

Mr. J. D. Richardson, in making the presentation, said :-
" We are assembled this afternoon on the occasion of the 

retirement of our Chief Cashier, Mr. Bradford. who has completed 
over fifty years' service with the Company. 

" Joining the Firm in 1901, in the Cask Office, Mr. Bradford 
was transferred to the Accounts, and after going through the 
various sections of that Department. did relief work at the 
Branches. Later he was elected to become a member of the 
Cashiers' Department, and he gradually worked his way along 
the counter towards the till to become Assistant Cashier, and on 
the retirement of :V[r. Shepherd in 1945 was appointed Chief 
Cashier. 

"Mr. Bradford has had many outside interests. and was 
Secretary of Battle Ward of the Reading Conservative Association 
for eight years. On the formation of the Simonds Social Club 
in 1920.he was elected ecretary. 

" We all know of the hard work which he has put in on the 
social side, and we must also remember the help that he has 
received from his wife, both as Miss Prosser and now as Mrs. 
Bradford. Man\' of the older members of the staff will 
remember the gigantic fetes which Mr. Bradford used to organise, 
and the younger members know of the Sports Days which he 
has recently organised. And then there is the Annual 'Ball: it 
is his concern of every detail which makes it such a wonderful 
occasIOn. 

" Mr. Bradford. in making the presentation, I do feel that 
possibly you have created a record in that you have been at the 
receiving end on three occasions within the last eighteen months: 
first you get married, then the Directors make a presentation on 
the occasion of fifty years' service with the Company, and now 
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you retire. On referring to earlier editions of the Hop LEAF 
GAZETTE, I find that Mr. Bradford was the person deputed to go 
roun~ the Brewery collecting for presentations, and he was 
descnbed as being the most tactful man on the Brewery, and 
I can assure you, Mr. Bradford, that when your list went round 
there were no refusals and people came forward and asked to b~ 
associated with the presentation. I am very pleased to see 
Mr. Knapp and Mr. Bowyer here; Mr. Hawke had hoped to 
come along, but he had anothf'r appointment. 

In making this presentation on behalf of the staff of a 
garden hammock, I do hope that the weather will improve . and 
that you will be able to enjoy the comforts of the present that 
you have selected. I am sure that the Chairman will not allow 
your afternoon to be disturbed by the early return of your wife 
m order to ~ake the tea, and I now ask )'ou to accept this gift 
on the occasIOn of your retirement." 

Mr. Bradford , in repl\'. after recalling hi earlier days, 
said :- -

". It seems to me now that you have all been here always. 
but smce I commenced here I have seen many changes: there 
was no Surveyors, Architects or Catering, and there is no one 
here to-night that was working here when I commenced. 

"I think also that I hold a unique record, in that eight 
members of my famIly have served this Firm, with a total 
of 153 years. It has alway been a pleasure to me to give other 
people enjoyment. 

" In c?nclusion, I thank you all very much for the present , 
and Mr. Richardson for making the presentation, and all of vou 
for attending this evening. my sincere thanks." -

PRESE T A nON TO MR. F. C. RIDE •. 
(April 4th, 1952.) 

. To mark his ~etirement, after forty years' fine service for the 
Firm, Mr. F. C. Riden was presented with a handsome cabinet, as 
a token of respect and esteem, from his many friends at the 
Brewery. -

Mr. purling, in making the presentation, said :-
" ~ have ~een g.iven the pleasant task of presiding over this 

gathenng, which glVes us an opportunity of expressing our 
regards to .Mr. ~rank Riden, who retired last Monday after forty 
years' service with the Company, through its Subsidiary Company, 
Arthur S. Cooper. 
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" At the outset I know I am expressing the thoughts of us 
all when I say we have valued Mr. Riden's friendship as a colleague. 
We also have a very high regard for him as a gentleman in every 
sense of the word. 

"During the past few years we have had a number of 
retirements, and now, Mr. Riden, you are the latest member to 
join the ranks. These retirements have created big gaps in our 
strength and they are hard to fill. I feel that when we hear of 
people about to retire we dismiss it from our minds and we are 
apt to forget the valuable contribution which they have made 
to the greatness of our Company, and i~ is up to us younger 
fellows to go on and on to help to increase the greatness of this 
Company, and I am sure we all wish to thank you for the 
contribution which you have made towards the well-being of 
the Firm. 

" Mr. Riden commenced with Arthur S. Cooper in May, 1912, 
and was Chief Clerk when the business was acquired in 1928; he 
succeeded the late Arthur Cooper as Manager in 1932, a position 
he held until his retirement on Monday last. He was Secretary 
of the Old Ship Hotel Company, 1933-38, prior to it being 
acquired by our Hotels and Catering Department. He is an 
active member of the Reading Licensed Victuallers' Association, 
was Chairman in 1951, was made Treasurer in 1931, a position he 
still holds. It is in this connection that we in the Estates 
Department deal with licensed tenants, and we have always 
looked for and received co-operation from Mr. Riden. 

" He saw service in the 1914-1918 War, but owing to his 
eyesight served in the Army Pay Corps, and left the Army with 
the rank of Corporal. 

"Mr. Riden has also taken a keen interest in Masonry, 
Politics and Philanthropic work. 

" We are happy that you still have your son with us to carry 
on the name of Riden, and it must be a great moment for him to 
hear these nice words I am trying to say about his father, which 
are all true, and I am sure he will do his utmost to be worthy 
of you. 

" I wish you a long and happy retirement , and good health; 
we shall be very pleased to see you at any time, and I ask you to 
kindly accept this cabinet as an expression of our appreciation." 

Mr. Riden, in reply, said :-
" I do thank you all very much for this beautiful gift , which 

was entirely unexpected. 
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" Although I have been with H. & G. Simonds for many 
years, I have come into personal contact with only a small number 
of the Brewery staff, and this gift will be a continual reminder of 
the many friends made during the course of my duties. Forty 
years is certainly a long time from one's life , and I have seen 
many changes. 

"Before I went to Arthur Cooper's, I was offered a post 
with B1andy & Hawkins Brewery, but they did not offer so much 
money, so I went to Arthur Cooper, and the job was taken by 
, Chubb' Rider. 

.. I am sorry to be leaving you; I shall miss you all very 
much, but I am still continuing as Treasurer of the Reading and 
District Licensed Victuallers Association, at their request. 

" Mr. Spurling, I do thank you very much indeed for your 
kind remarks , and also all you ladies and gentlemen for your 
generosity in presenting me with this handsome gift. Thank you! .. 

MR. F. C. RIDE:". 
GIFT FROM HIS STAFF. 

On the day of his retirement Mr. F. C. Riden was the 
recipient of a s·uitably inscribed wrist watch, this being a gift 
from his staff at A. S. Cooper's to mark his forty years' service. 

Mr. W. A. J. Parris, in making the presentation, said he was 
sure he was voicing the thoughts of all those present in saying 
how sorry they were that a Manager who had always commanded 
the highest esteem and regard of his staff for so many years 
must now take his farewell. He, Mr. Parris, had been with 
Mr. Riden for over twenty-five years, and would feel Mr. Riden's 
departure more than most. Mr. Riden had the happy knack of 
getting the maximum support from his staff without losing their 
affection for him. In handing Mr. Riden the watch, Mr. Parris 
said that owing to the small staff it had not been possible to 
present a house or television set, but he, and all present, were 
very sincere in wishing Mr. Riden many years of happy and 
contented retirement. 

Mr. Riden, in reply, said he did thank all for the very nice 
gift: it was certainly a wrench to leave after forty years, and he 
would naturally miss the old familiar surroundings. He had, 
fortunately, other interests and would be able to keep himself 
amused. He reminisced over the happenings and changes 
since he first came to:'\.. . Cooper's in 1912. 

The very informal proceedings ended with handshakes all 
round, with those left feeling that their .. Governor" had left 
them but their" Friend" still remained. 
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Mr. Stone. 

PRESE~TATIO~ TO MR. J. STONE. 

The many friends of Mr. Stone gathered in the General 
Office on May 2nd to pay him a sincere, if belated, tribute on his 
retirement . This latter event, which occurred Oil February 29th , 
was reported in our previous issue. 

Mr. Stone was the recipient of a pair of easy chairs, a 
fireside rug, and a drawing set. 

In making the presentation Mr. F. E. Dryden pointed out 
how the story of Mr. Stone's 32 years' service was very largely 
that of the Brewery transport. This period saw the virtual 
disappearance of the horse and the emergence of the internal 
combustion engine as the primary mode of transport. 
Synonymous with this process the wheelwright found himself re
cast in the role of coach builder, his job, if less specialised, becoming 
more diverse. 

Mr. Dryden spoke for everyone present in wishing Mr. tone 
a long and happy retirement to a very active life. At such a 
time it was ~ome consolation to know that the name of Stone, 
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which had earned itself a niche in our affections, would survive, 
since Mr. Stone's son has taken on his mantle. 

In r-eply, Mr. tone, who was obviously overcome by the 
occasion thanked all for their expression of regard. He had 
found goodwill on every side throughout his thirty-two years at 
the Brewery, which had been most happy ones. 

PRESENTATIO~ TO MR. E. CARPENTER. 

At the commencement of the meeting of the Board of 
Directors on Monday, April 21st, the Chairman presented 
Mr. E. Carpenter, of the Cooperage Department, with a clock in 
recognition of the completion of his fifty years' loyal service with 
the Company. 

On the same afternoon his colleagues gave him a silver 
cigarette ligh ter. 

Fl'RTHER PRE~ E~TA TlO~S. 

Two further presentations were made on March 31St. 

Firstly, Mr. A. Marple, Surveyor's Department, to mark his 
retirement, was the recipient of a "Parker 51" pen, and 
secondly, at his own request without a ceremony, Mr. J. T. Flook 
received a set of golf balls. 

These presentations were made by Capt. A. S. Drewe. 

THE HOLLERITH ACCOUKTI~G YSTEM. 

Hollerith punched card electrical accounting is a system in 
which a small rectangular hole is punched in a card to represent 
a figure, the vertical position of each hole in the card showing 
which figure is required. imilarly, certain combinations of two 
punched holes represent letters of the alphabet. When the cards 
are fed into a tabulator an electrical impulse travels through the 
holes in the cards into the counters for adding, subtracting, etc., 
or direct to the print banks for printing, in either case registering 
a figure cOJresponding to the hole in the cards. 

For the purpose of invoicing we have a large . file of 
commodity cards punched by our own staff for the various 
quantities of each size and quality of all beers, bottled beers, 
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cider, wines, cordials, spirits, mineral waters, and containers, 
supplied by the Brewery, each card bearing in punched holes, the 
description of the goods, the rate and value. We also have 
invoice name and address cards punched for each of our 
customers. So long as no changes occur, all these cards can be 
used many times before becoming dilapidated. After each day's 
invoices have been completed, the commodity cards are sorted 
into order so that the cards for the various beers, etc., are grouped 
together and daily sales summaries for each trade section are 
produced, giving detailed quantities and value of aU goods sold. 

Each customer has a set of statement name and address 
cards behind which are filed punched cards for each invoice, cash 
payment, credit note, or any other item, and with these cards a 
statement of account can be prepared by the tabulator when 
required. 

\Ye now have over 3,000 sales account and 600 late and 
Loan Club accounts, operated on the Hollerith machines, by a 
small staff of operators, punchers and card pullers. 

The sales and invoices are balanced daily, and the accounts 
are balanced monthly. Further work, possibly of a different 
nature, may yet be transferred to the Hollerith Department if it 
is found possible to incorporate it with the existing demands on 
the machines. 

;,IA YORAL \"ISIT TO THE BREWERY. 

A CHAT WITH SIMONDS OLDEST EMPLOYEE. 

(From the Berkshire Chronicle, May, 1952.) 

The Mayor and Mayoress (Councillor and Mrs. T. \\'. Knight) 
paid a visit to Messrs. H. and G. Simonds Brewery on Friday 
last week and spent two hours in a tour of the various depart
ments. The visit was the outcome of a chance wish expressed 
by the Mayor a few months ago on the occasion of Mr. F. A. 
Simonds Jubilee. 

Accompanying the Mayor and Mayoress were Mr. E. D. 
Simonds (Director), Mr. F. W. Freeman (Home Trade Manager) 
and Mrs. Freeman, and Mr. A. G. Richardson (Chief Accountant). 

The party were conducted round the Brewery by Mr. F. E. R. 
Phipps, one of the brewers, and both the Mayor and Mayoress 
took a deep interest in the many fascinating processes involved 

THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE 105 

(Pholo by : C. E . .lJa}'.) 

The Mayor Inspecting the Cooperage Department. 

in the production of good beer. They spoke to many of the 
foremen , and, in the Cooperage, had a chat with the Brewery's 
oldest employee, Mr. Albert Weight, who began as an apprentice 
cooper almost 52 years ago, when he was 1..J.. 

After the tour, in which the ;,Iayor and Mayoress sampled 
a little" R.P.A. " they were entertained to lunch in the Executives' 
dining-room in the staff canteen, where they were joined by 
Mr. R. St. John Quarry and Mr. F. H. Y. Keighley, Directors. 

THE RED LIO~ HOTEL, BA I~GSTOKE. 

A BEAUTIFUL MODEL. 

As reported in our last issue of the Hop LE.\F GAZETTE, the 
Chef. at the Red Lion Hotel, Basingstoke, ;'1r. J. ~esson , ~I.C.A., 
obtamed several awards at the Hotelympia Exhibition in London 
in February. One of these awards was for the model of Tower 
Bridge in icing sugar as pastillage. The photograph overleaf shows 
the beauty of this model and the intricate work involved. It is 
an ideal example of perfection in confectioners' art. 
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(Photograph by H . A . A ylward, Basi"gsloke.) 

Unfortunately, the model was no1: quite finished in time for 
the exhibition and it therefore only received an award of merit. 
As readers will see, however, the completed article might well 
have been worthy of a high award. It has been on display in the 
windows of Messrs. Lanham's, of Basingstoke. 

GIFT FOR TED DRAKE. 

A TRIBUTE FROM R.F.C. SUPPORTERS. 

(Extract from the Berkshire Chronicle .) 

, " The five happiest years of my lif~" was how Mr. Ted 
Drake, manager of the Reading Football Club, described his stay 
in Reading when he was presented with a silver salver. The 
presentation took place at The Ship Hotel, Reading, and was 
made by Mr. A. G. Richardson on behalf of a number of supporters 
who have appreciated Mr. Drake's work for the Club. 

In making the presentation Mr. Richardson said he had 
received many charming letters paying a wonderful tribute to 
their friend , Ted Drake, for all his services to Reading, and 
expressing every good wish for his future. He went on to state 
that Ted had proved to be just as excellent a manager of Reading 
as he was centre-forward for England and the Arsenal. He had 
done a tremendous job during the five years he had been in 
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Ted Drake on the Reading Football Club's Ground. 

Reading. He had proved a most efficient and popular manager. 
" Never has a Chairman had a more loyal manager, and never 
a manager a more loyal Chairman," he declared . 

" I have always admired his wonderful gift of organisation 
and his charming personality, " said Mr. Richardson. " Certainly 
Reading's loss is Chelsea's gain. We shall miss him terribly at 
Reading, although at the same time I have no doubt whatever 
but that he has made a correct and wise decision. We all extend 
good wishes for his future career with Chelsea. " 

A GREAT WRENCH. 

Mr. Ted Drake, after expressing his sincere thanks for the 
gift, said his associations with Reading had been the happiest 
years of his life. 

Thanks to Mr. Richardson for organising the presentation 
were expressed by Alderman H. F. Kersley. 

Mr. Drake also received an illuminated scroll containing the 
signatures of the donors of the gift, and a bouquet for his wife. 
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FIRST IN THE FIELD. 

Old Reading is first Berks firm to offer its fleet of trucks for 
Civil Defense work , says " What's Brewing," published by 
"Old Reading Brewing" in the interest of Gemutlichkeit, 
Reading, P.A . 

It goes on to say: Being in a community isn't enough. 
You should be part of the community. 

That's the philosophy of a good citizen, and that is the 
phil~sophy of the Old Reading Brewery, Inc. 

NUMBER OF "FIRSTS." 

It is with that principle in mind that the brewery enters 
into community projects, a principle which has led Old Reading 
to a number of " firsts" such as being the first firm to sign up 
for mass donation of blood to the American Red Cross. 

We're pleased with our "firsts" - not for the sake of 
glorification, but because we feel we have been able to point the 
way toward fulfilment of worthwhile objectives. 

That's the story behind our latest" first" -first firm to offer 
its fleet of trucks to the Medical Division of the Berks County 
Civil Defense Council. 

HAVING NO LUCK. 

Clyde Grose, business agent of the CIO Brewery Workers, 
Local Ig8, pointed out to Old Reading's traffic manager, John 
Bender, that the civil defense council was having no luck in its 
efforts to organize fleets of trucks to carry medical supplies and 
evacuate the wounded in case of air attack. 

Would Old Reading participate? he asked. The answer 
was an immediate yes. 

CD then asked Old Reading if it would be willing to stage 
a display in order to stimulate interest in the Medical Division's 
work with an eye to getting more concerns to make their trucks 
available. 

" PARADE" HELD. 

The result was the downtown" parade" last month, staged 
by the civil defense council, in which 31 Old Reading vehicles 
took part. 
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To " the first firm who offered so willingly their equipment 
for this emergency," Marguerite Voss Osman, executive secretary 
of CD in Berks, wrote: 

" On behalf of the Steering Committee of the Berks County 
Civil Defense Council, we want you to know how very much we 
appreciate your display on trucks for the benefit of the Medical 
Division. 

" We have had numerous calls by enthusiastic individuals 
who watched the parade . . . 

" Again , thank you for everything! " 

WORDS OF WISDOM. 

-
Lose thy fun rather than thy friend. 

Men are led by trifles. 

Nothing is rarer than the use of a word in its exact meaning. 

Prayer must not come from the roof of the mouth but from 
the root of the heart. 

Roses fall, but the thorns remain. 

Striking manners are bad manners. 

That government is the best which makes government un
necessary. 

The choicest thing this world has for a man is affection. 
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"STAY AT A SIMOr DS HOTEL" (No.2). 

As readers of our last issue will remember, we have promised 
to feature each quarter an article covering three of the establish
ments under the control of our Hotels and Catering Department. 

This quarter we turn our eyes towards the great arterial 
road (A.30) which winds its way out of London past the new 
London Airport and into taines. At Staines there are three 
hotels, each of them quite different, each with its own particular 
characteristics, and each catering for a different type of trade. 
They are as follows :-

The H.ailway Hotel; 
The Angel Hotel; 
The Pack Horse Hotel. 

(Photograph by Gl", Frubalrll , Porl$lIwllth Strut , London, W.C.2.) 

The Buffet Bar, Railway Hotel. 

The Railway Hotel is " double faced"; the main entrance 
on the north side faces Kingston Road and at this entrance one 
finds the hotel facilities- the main bars, and the restaurant in 
which good fare is alway.s obtainable. A homely atmosphere 
eXists. Although the Railway Hotel cannot be described as 
modern in its decor and its furnishings, what it lacks in this 
direction it certainly makes up for in the warmth of the welcome 
offered to its visitors. 
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It is a long and rambling property which one day will carry 
a new and modern hotel, and at the south side of the boundary 
facing the main entrance to the Staines Railway Station is the 
buffet bar and snack bar. These two bars are particularly 
popular with 'bus and rail travellers alike, especially with ~he 
tired business man on his way home and With any travellers WIth 
half an hour to spend who have no liking for refreshment rooms 
on railway stations. 

Moving from the Railway Hotel into .the High treet. we 
find the Angel Hotel which can best be descnbed .as a moder.rused 
antique. This a:ctually stands on the A.30 highway, WIth a 
pleasing and welcoming half-timbered front , a hallway,Panelled 
throughout, and a magnificent winding staircase to the Irregular 
floors and ceilings of its panelled rooms above. 

The Angel Hotel, Staines. 
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In view of the attachment which local stories give this hotel 
with Charles Dickens, the new and elegant bar which replaced 
the old glass covered Winter Gardens has been named the 
Dickens Bar. Here Simonds fine ales and stouts arc avai lable 
in prime condition, or should your taste turn that way, a cocktail 
is as readily available. Of course, the Angel, like the other 

taines hotels, is busiest during taines Regatta Week, but such 
functions as Royal Ascot, Windsor Races, and the large golfing 
competitions at nearby Sunningdale bring the additional rushes 
of business during the year. Although the Angel, from top to 
bottom, has been modernised, it has retained its old-world inn 
atmosphere and the standard of its cuisine is snch as one would 
have expected from the Chop Houses of olden days. 

The Pack Horse Hotel in Thames Street in the summer-time 
presents a beautiful picture from the far side of the ~iver. With 
its own landing stage and steps down to the river, the swans 
idly awaiting titbits from the guests on the sun veranda, and the 
gaily coloured umbrellas and tea parties on the sun terrace, it is 
indeed an ideal setting. 

(PhotoJ{rapJt by' W.]. L. Lmrglmui, S"'lbllr) '·o'kTham~s.} 

The Pack Horse, Stajnes, from across the River. 

. 
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(PhotOi!Taplt by H' J L . Longland, SUlIbllry·o,I-Tltames. ) 

The Packhorse, Staines. 

The Ballroom laid up for a Wine and Food Society Luncheon. 

Apart from the normal amenities of a ixteen-hedroom hotel, 
with an elegant lounge bar and a pretty little riverside restaurant, 
the Pack Horse has a magnificent banqueting and ballroom 
suite, completely self-contained, with its own car park, bars , 
and a fully equipped stage on which, from time to time, theatrical 
performances are carried out. In summer-time the banqueting 
suite opens with long French windows on to a terrace over the 
river and a finer setting for celebrations and functions would be 
hard to find. In the banqueting suite three hundred and fifty 
people can be accommodated for dancing and a hundred and 
sixty can be seated for a meal. 

And so we leave Staines, and next quarter we hope to travel 
farther down the highway (A.30) and visit more of our justly 
renowned Simonds hotel . 
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SPORTS NEWS. 

(PhologTaphic Servias (Btrks) LJd., 25, London Sireet, Reading.) 

J. Rose, R. Wheeler, A . Din es. 

TABLE TENNIS. 

The season closed with everyone in the Reading and District 
Table Tennis World talking of the achievements made by Simonds 
as a team, and of their players individually. 

The" A " team (Captain, R. Wheeler) narrowly missed the 
First Division Championship, being runners-up to Reading 
Y.M.C.A. Their record was as follows :-

Played Won Lost 
18 15 3 

Points 
30 

The "B" team (Captain, K. Organ) had an indifferent 
season, but made big strides towards the close, partly due to 
the" discovery" of Brind, a recent addition to the Cask Office 
staff; he looks like developing into a very useful player. 

The Reading Closed Championships took place at All Saints' 
Hall, Reading, and there was an " All Simonds" Final in the 
Men's Singles Championship, R. Wheeler of the Secretarial 
Department defeating A. Dines of the Architects. On the same 
evening J. Rose, Branch Department, won the Junior Title for 
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the second year running. This player also won the Reading 
Minor Championship and the Berkshire Boys' Club Indoor 
Championships; in addition, he was runner-up for the Berkshire 
Junior Titles. R. Wheeler, A. Dines and J. Rose, who made up 
Simonds" A " team, have all played during the past season for 
Reading " A" and "B" teams; and on one occasion Dines 
played for Berkshire. 

So ends a remarkable season and all thoroughly enjoyed the 
games. Grateful thanks are due to Mrs. Hannis for providing 
refreshments under very trying conditions. We hope the 
successes achieved will encourage more recruits for next season. 

K.G.S.O. 

CRICKET. 

The Annual General Meeting was held on March 25th, and 
was very well attended . Amongst tho!':e present were colleagues 
of Mr. Jelley, our Chairman, who had played with him during 
the period between the wars, and their presence was very valued. 

After the business of the meeting was complete, Mr. E. G. 
Crutchley presented Mr. Jelley, who was retiring from office after 
serving the Club loyally as player and official since 1919, with 
a silver rose bowl suitably inscribed, and wished him very good 
health during the coming years. 

In his reply, Mr. Jelley recalled some of the incidents which 
had occurred during his playing career, and informed the meeting, 
to the great surprise of most present, that this season the Club 
was entering upon the 68th anniversary of its inception. This is 
a record of which we are most proud. 

Although the present season has not started too well owing 
to weather conditions, it is hoped that the interest shown by all 
those who attended the Annual General Meeting will be continued 
and so enable us to have a really first class season. 

X.L.T. 
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BRANCHES. 

LO;\,DO~. 

RETIREMENT OF 1I1R. F. L. FRANCIS. 

Many customers and members of the Firm will be sorry to 
know that ill-health has led to the retiremen t, at the age of 
62 years, of Mr. F. Francis, Senior Clerk, at this Branch. 

Joining the Firm in 1924, Mr. Francis commenced here at 
the Plough Brewery. He took over Woking Branch for the 
war years, and returned to complete his service at London 
Stores. 

Our readers will be sorry to hear that Mr. Francis has been 
in hospital since before Christmas. He is now recovering from 
a serious operation and we are happy to know that he is making 
steady progress. 

We take this opportunity of wishing ~1r. Francis a full and 
speedy recovery, with hopes of many years to enjoy his retire
ment and a well-earned rest. 

WEDDING OF MR. L. A. WILSON AND MISS E. B. ALLEN. 

We feel sure that the friends of Mr. L. A. Wilson with whom 
he worked at Woking Branc~ and the Brewery, Reading, before 
his transfer to London two years ago, will be interested to know 
that on Saturday, March 8th, he was married at Christ Church, 
Wallington, Surrey, to Miss E. B. Allen. 

They were lucky enough to be on the spot when a self
contained flat was going, so arrangements were soon on the way, 
and the date for the wedding fixed. 

Given away by her father, the bride looked extremely 
charming in a dress of white figured satin- Elizabethan style 
dres!:-with double train and a coronet head-dress of orange 
blossom-carrying a bouquet of red roses, red carnations and 
white heather. The five bridesmaids, all sisters of the bride, were 
dressed in pink bridal cloques with plaited head-dresses and veils 
to match, and carried sprays of pink carnations. The best man 
was Mr. J. M. Williams, a friend of the bridegroom wilOm he met 
overseas during the war. 
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Wedding of Mr. L . A. Wilson and Miss E. B. Allen. 

The reception was held at the Greyhound Hotel, Carshalton, 
over eighty guests attending. 

The happy couple were the recipients of sixty-five prese~ts, 
and a photograph of the wedding group is reproduced hereWIth. 

PRESENTATION TO MR. L. A. WILSON. 

On the Thursday prior to the wedding, at an informal 
meeting in the Office, a presentation of a bedside cabinet was 
made to Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. S. M. Penlerick, London iVIanager, in making the 
presentation on behalf of the staff, ~o.n~ratulated Mr. Wilson on 
taking the plunge so soon after ]OlI1lng London. Stores, and 
conveyed the best wishes of all for ~very hap~lI1ess t? the 
bridegroom and his future wife, to which Mr. WIlson SUItably 
responded. 

His many colleagues and friends on the Firm will be sorry 
to learn of the death, on Monday, May 12th, of our late Transport 
Foreman, Mr. A. Hargreave. 

Mr. Hargreave, who was 65, retired on pension owing to 
ill-health early last year, after 30 years' loyal service. 
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Through these columns we offer our sympathy to his wife in 
her sad loss. 

Mr. L. Everiss, Foreman, repres~nted the Firm at the funeral 
at Caterham on Mondav, May 19th. 

STAINES. 

The news of the tragic death of Major G. S. M. Ashby came 
as a profound shock to Staines Branch, where he was held in the 
greatest respect by all. We hasten to extend our sincere 
sympathy to the bereaved family. 

MR. B. H. QUELCH. 

On .-\pril 18th, Mr. B. H. Quelch was presented with a 
barometer as a token of good wishes from his friends at this 
Branch on his promotion to Bristol Branch , where he will shortly 
take over the management. 

During his brief stay at Staines he came on to our staff after 
the closing of Woking Branch ; he gained many friends among 
our Free Trade customers who all join witf1 us in wishing him 
the best of fortune in his new area. 

MR. R. BEASLEY. 

The death occurred on Tuesday, May 13th, of Mr. R. Beasley 
at the early age of 45 years. 

.Mr. Beasley had been in the employ of the Firm fO! over 
31 years, first at the Tamar Brewery, Devonport, and for the 
last 19 years as Clerk of the ~Vorks in <:>ur Surveyor's Department. 
Mr.. Beasley had a very WIde experIence in this area and bis 
assIstance and ready advice will be sadly missed. 

The funeral took place at St. Peter's Church Staines 
prec~ding cremation at Woking. The coffin was bor~e by fou~ 
of hIS former colleagues, Messrs. H. Dexter, J. Herbert, J. Oades 
and G. Stoker. Among the mourners were his widow and 
daughter and also his father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. A. Beasley, 
from Plymouth. Among representatives from the Firm were 
Captain A. S. Drewe, Messrs. H. N. Deane, E. Gosney, H. L. 
~ust, R. Ward and E. Brown. The many beautiful floral tributes 
mcluded wreaths. from Staines Surveyor's Department, All 
Departments, Stames, and The Beehive, Egham, Darts Club. 
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STAINES AND DISTRICT" HOP LEAF" DARTS LEAGUE. 

On Tuesday evening, May 13th, the Dance Hall, Pack Horse 
Hotel, Staines, was full to overflowing with supporters of the 
Staines and District "Hop Leaf" Darts League, when the 
presentation of prizes were made by Mr. E. D. Simonds. 

A contest between the section winners proved the Three 
Horseshoes, Feltham, to be champions, and the runners-up were 
the Nag's Head, Slough. 

The individual championship was won by T. Barrett, Three 
Horseshoes, Feltham, who defeated L. Norton, ?'-lag's Head, 
Slough, in the final by two straight games. During the match 
T. Barrett gave a grand display ; he threw several" tons" and 
his game shots were II9 and II4 respectively. 

The evening was the conclusion of another most successful 
season, and we must express our thanks to the Secretary, Mr. J. 
Marshall, for the great work he put in to enable the League to 
function so smoothly. 

HOUNSLOW AND DISTRICT " HOP LEAF" DARTS LEAGUE. 

Thursday evening, May 15th, saw the final night of the 
Hounslow and District " Hop Leaf" Darts League, when the 
final of the knock-out competition was played off at The North 
Star, Hounslow, between teams from The Royal Horseguardsman, 
Brentford, and The Three Pigeons, Ealing. This game was 
won 2-1 by The Royal Horseguardsman. 

Towards the end of an intere'sting season a close fight 
developed between the four leading teams for honours which 
culminated in a play-off having to take place at the Elm Tree, 
Heston, between the Prince of Wales, Hanwell, and the Jolly 
Waggoner, Hounslow (Public Bar) for the championship. This 
match was won 3-0 by the Prince of Wales. 

The winners and runners-up cups and prizes were presented 
by Mr. E. Gosney. 

Another successful season has ended in the Hounslow area, 
and our best thanks are due to Mr. E. J. Markham, orth Star, 
Hounslow, for the splendid work he has done to earn this success. 

WEDDING. 

The marriage took place at St. Jude's Church, Englefield 
Green, of Mr. S. Bailey (Spirit Cellarman) and Miss P. Cannon 
(Bottling Depa\ tment) on Saturday, April 26th, before many 
mem bers of the staff. 
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Wedding of Mr. S. Bailey and Miss P. Cannon. 

, On, the previous evening at a pleasant ceremony in the 
\\ omen s Mess Room the happy couple were presented by Mr. E. 
Gosney, on behalf of their colleagues, with a canteen of cutlery 
an~ a set of ~arve~s. They were told these gifts were a token of 
their many fflends best wishes for a long and happy married life. 

Mr. S. Bailey briefly replied both for his bride and himself. 

" 'IXD OR, _LOUGH AXD DI TRICT 
GA.MES LEAGUE. 

LINOLEU~I SOCIAL CLUB WIN GAMES SHIELD. 

R~pr~sentatives of teams competing in the Windsor, Slough 
and Dlstnct Games League assembled at the Linoleum Social 
Club, Staines, on F~iday evening, May 16th, for the presentation 
of the ChamplOn~hlp Cup and Runners-up Shield donated by 
Messrs. H. & G. Simonds, Ltd., and Messrs. R. D. Courage & Co., 
Ltd., respectivfly. 

The Cup was this year won by Windsor ex-Servicemen's Club 
a':ld the Shiel~ will be jointly held by three runners-up: Staines 
Lmoleum Social Club, Chalvey Working Men's Club and Old 
Windsor Working Men's Club. 
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There were some ISO members and their ladies present, and 
in addition to the presentation of prizes, the Club had arranged 
a first-rate social evening. Mr. Duncan Simonds (a Director of 
Messrs. H. & G. imonds, Ltd.) presided, and others present 
included Mr. H. Pardy (Eton ex-Servicemen's Club), Chairman 
of the Games League, Mr. D. C. Beese (Works Manager, Staines 
Linoleum Manufacturing Co., Ltd.), Mr. F. \V. Freeman (Messrs. 
H. & G. Simonds, Ltd.) and Mr. F. I. Fuzzens, O.B.E., M.M. 
(ex-Mayor of Windsor). 

Mr. Pardy proposed the toast of "The Chairman" and 
Mr. Simonds, replying, welcomed the Linoleum Club into the 
Games League. The Linoleum team, he said, had proved them
selves to be true sportsmen. He referred particularly to 
Councillor C. L. Pengilly, who had made the arrangements t?r 
that evening and provided a " first-rate show." He also paid 
tribute to the Secretary of the League, Mr. R. Beasley. (Old 
Windsor Working Men's Club). He (the speaker) was associated 
with quite a number of Clubs and knew what a tremendous 
amount of hard work a secretary had to do. 

There were still one or two Clubs in Windsor, Slough and 
District who did not belong to that League, and Mr. Simonds 
expressed the hope that they would join and enjoy good 
comradeship and fellowship. 

Welcoming the visitors, Mr. Beese said he was" staggered" 
to see so many happy faces! He was very happy to know that 
the Linoleum Club had done so well in their first year in the 
League. 

Responding, Mr. Fuzzens thanked the Linoleum Club for the 
welcome accorded the visitors, and, on behalf of the League. 
expressed the hope that they would play with them for many 
years to come. .-\s far as he personally was concerned there was 
something more important in competition in the League than 
winning trophies; that was the winning ot friendship. 

Mr. Simonds then presented the trophies. Mr. E. Perry 
(Captain) received the Cup on behalf of Windsor ex-Servicemen's 
Club and Councillor Pengilly received the Shield on behalf of the 
Linoleum Club, who will be the holders for four months. Mr. T. 
Smart (Vice-Chairman, Chalvey Working Men's Club) and 
Mr. ]. Chamberlain (Captain, Old Windsor Working Men's Cl.ub) 
were also introduced, and their Clubs will also each hold the Shle~d 
for four months. 

Councillor Pengilly said this was the first trophy the 
Linoleum Club had won. 
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Repl,icas. were presented to Chalvey Working Men's Club, 
last year,s WInners of the Cup, and Eton ex-Servicemen's Club, 
last year s runners-up. 

Re~reshments were provided by the Linoleum Club, whose 
members also .acted .as stewards, and entel tainment was given by 
the Charles RIch TrIO and the Virginia Minstrels. 

(Photograph bv G. Call/tv, 3/). ,Utadfl'ay, Staines.} 

Mr. Simonds presenting the trophies. 

FARl\BORO GH. 

:\fR. DARC I E RECEIVES THE MERITORIOUS MEDAL. 

. Ou~ Mr. D. ~. Dargie has recently received his award of the 
Mentonous . Service Medal. Mr. Dargie was recommended for 

C
thlls award In 1937, after completing 22 years' service with the 

o ours. 

The followir~g information about the M.S.M. is taken from 
the Medal Chart Issued by the Advertising Department :_ 

MERITORIOUS SERnCE MEDAL. 

" Insti~uted in 1845. Or.igin.ally awarded to Sergeants and 
hIgher ranks for mentonous service other than in action. 
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The medal is now only awarded to W.O's, N.C.O's and 
men, and carries with it an annuity" not exceeding 
£20 per year." 

The following are details of Mr. Dargie's military career :
Joined the Black Watch in ~ovember, 1914, on man's 

service, at the age of 16 years. 
Promoted Sergeant, June, 1915, and joined the B.E.F. in 

France: during this period was believed to have been the 
'youngest Sergeant in the British Army. 

Promoted Acting Regimental Sergeant Major in 1917 at 
the age of 18 years . 

Demobilised to Section" Z " Reserve in May, 1919. 
Rejoined the Army on 31st May, 1919, enlisting in the Royal 

Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Promoted Sergeant in June, 1919, and proceeded with the 

4th Battalion to Mesopotamia in September, 1919, seeing service 
in Persia and Kurdistan, 1919-1921. . 

Proceeded to India with this Battalion in March, 1921, and 
served there until January, 1926, then returning to England on 
Home Establishment. 

Joined the B.A.O.R. in November, 1926, serving in the 
2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers until this Regiment hauled down 
the Union Jack from G.H.Q., Weisbaden, to end the occupation 
{)f the Rhine on 12th December, 1929. 

Promoted Colour Sergeant in ~ovember, 1926, and ompany 
Sergeant Major in March, 1927. 

Returned to England in December, 1929, serving until 
retiring in 1939. 

Promoted Regimental ergeant Major, 2nd Battalion Royal 
Fusiliers, March, 1934. 
Medals and Decorations: 

1914-15 Star. 
British War Medal. 
Victory Medal. 
General Service, 1919-21, Iraq Clasp. 
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 
King George \' Jubilee Medal. 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Coronation Medal. 
Meritorious ervice Medal, with Gratuity. 

Joined H. & G. imonds, Ltd., travelling staff on May 1st, 
1:939, at Ludgershall, transferring to Farnborough in July, 1939· 
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OXFORD. 

The alertness of Miss Josephine Tangney, who is employed 
by our Hotels and Catering Department at the Eastgate Hotel , 
Oxford, on the night of March 12th last, enabled the Police to 
arrest. an intruder who had forced an entry into our premises, 
67/68, High treet. Miss Tangney was returning to her quarters, 
situate over the above premises, when she saw windows of two 
doors broken and heard noises frcJm inside. She immediately 
rushed to the Eastgate Hotel and informed the Folice, Mr. G. A. 
Carter, Manager of the" Eastgate," wi th the aid of some students, 
managed to hold the intruder until the Police arrived. 

At a small ceremony, in the presence of Mr. and Mrs. G. A. 
Carter, on Thursday, April loth, Miss Tangney's prompt action 
was suitably acknowledged by Mr. W. T. Sanders, Manager, 
Oxford Branch, who, on behalf of our Directors, offered her their 
thanks and appreciation, and presented her with a handbag to 
mark the occasion. . 

Miss Tangney suitably replied. 

SWINDON. 

SWINDON DARTS TEAM IN FINALS FOR THE 

LORD LONSDALE TROPHY. 

The Bell and Shoulder of Mutton Inn, Swindon, are concluding 
a very successful season and are in the last eight teams for the 
finals of The People's all England and Wales Championship. 

Their successes so far include The People's Challenge Cup for 
Wiltshire County and the Challenge Cup for the West of England 
Counties at Trowbridge and Weston-super-Mare respectively. 
Also having won the Simonds" A " League , Swindon Area, and 
also competing in the final for the Simonds Challenge Cup, to be 
played against the Rose and Crown, Highworth , at the Goddard 
Arms Hotel, Swindon, on June 12th next. The Bell and Shoulder 
of Mutton have won the Simonds" R" League for the last four 
successive years, and the" A " League in 1951-52, the first year 
of competing. 

They are also winners of the British Legion (Swindon) 
Challenge Cup, and in the final for the " Silto" Challenge Cup 
(given by :'Ilr. W .. ilto, of The Ship Hotel, windon). 
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Bell and Shoulder of Mutton Inn, Swindon, Wilts. 

:'Ilr. E. W. Spackman, the secretary and tenant of the Bell 
and Shoulder of :'Iilltton , and ;\'Ir. 'vV'. S. Cherry, captalll of the 
team have confidence in the team's ability to bnng home the 
Lord'Lonsdale Trophy to Swindon when they compete on June 7th 
at the Horticultural Hall, Islington. 

PORTS;\IOC'TH. 

We open our notes for the June g~arter with what we 
consider a suitable" Ode" to our .-\dvertlslllg Department .-

" The man who \\'hispers down a well, 
About the things he has to "ell, 
Will never \\'in as many dollars 
As he who climbs a tree and hollars." 

Life in this area has been rather hectic during the past three 
months. . 

Our football team " Pompey" fell away badly ?uri~g the 
last six week of the season, and the hoped fo~ once again \~I~nll1g 
of the Championship of the First Division dId not materIalIse. 
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We must, however, congratulate our sister naval town team, 
Plymouth Argyle, on gaining promotion to the Second Division, 
and can only connect their change in fortune to the return to 
his native heath of their ardent supporter, Roy Holman. 

We welcome back to the fold ML D. Baldry on completion of 
his national service. He has to report for" Z " training early in 
June, and 'does not appreciate the comment that" some people 
have all the luck." 

We also welcome ML M. Hull, who has come from Ludgershall 
Branch to take over the position as Foreman, and trust he will 
fully enjoy the change from the" rolling plains" to the" rolling 
~raves." 

BRISTOL. 

BADMINTON: THREE-DAY EVENT. 

The above Olympic Trials have always been of the very 
greatest interest to all equine enthusiasts, and the 1952 event 
gave the utmost pleasure to many thousands of hunting folk and 
their supporters who, from overseas and the homeland, followed 
every phase of the varied programme, and its sequences of spills 
and thrills; only competitors of real international class could 
hope to survive final approval, so severe were the tests. But it 
was all great fun and thoroughly enjoyable, as was the weather; 
while the gracious presence of Her Majesty the Queen and the 
Royal Party endowed this Badminton event with a very special 
charm and distinction of its own, which will linger in the memory 
of all beholders for many years to come. Held amid the perfect 
setting of Badminton Park, around which so much of England's 
history has revolved, few visitors can leave the scene without 
one final backward look and a glow of pride that amid the ever
changing and artificial conditions of life, one West Country 
heritage at least remains inviolate. May it long be so ! 

As in previous years, Hop Leaf products were in high favour 
through our good friends, Messrs. Letheby & Christopher, Ltd., 
whose catering standards for many years past have found favour 
with all National Hunt followers at Cheltenham, and also with 
those who prefer the paddock and lawns of Royal Ascot. . 
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THE BEAUFORT CHASES. 

Perfect conditions again favoured the above even.t this year 
and restored the Beaufort tradition,. rather damaged m 195~u~h 
the floods, that the sun always .shmes ov~r Alde~t~~ ;en there 
occasions. Everyone for many miles ar~un ~e.eme In' 
from babies in arms to the ever young m spmt, ~ho have t~ni~ 

pas:~d the hPs~~~~~;~r"a~h~e:o~~:e"y~~~~u~~d l;~~' thisA;a~hering 
~~ to~~e a~d °country folk, all out for an infor~al day to~ebther Ni~ 

h' th doctor can possibly prescn e. 
bd~t~de: thtahn .~nsh~e lpnR an~ the " goats" here! All swarm ov~r 

IV1 mg e fi d . and cheer It 
and around the course, eq~ally eagber kt? n lla :~~e~o be better 
home. Even the long lme of 00 les a as 
tempered and payout with apparently as great t pleaS~r!ith 

ou receive it. As for many years past we were avoure 
rhe sole bar su plies by those excellent caterers, Messrs .. '!". 
Osmond & Sons, ~f Salisbury, who maintai.n a great local tradlt~~n 
and are ever helpful in co-operation- whlch makes the carryt g 
out of our part of the contract a pleasure. 

1 made during the past The following tenancy c langes were 
To all these members of the Hop Leaf family we 

~uc~rr~\he sincere hope that they may achieve by hard and 
unremitting public service the fullest rewards. 

The Bath Arms Hotel, Bristol- ML W. N. Cooper. e 
(Off) 144, Stapleton Road, Bnstol- ML P._ C. Fudg . 
The Paxton Arms, Bristol-ML H. J. D~rk. 
Portland House, Bristol-ML \Y. R. Craig. 
The Prince of Wales, Bristol- Mr. F. 1 anner. 
The Three Horse Shows, Bristol- Mr. T. R. Scott. 
The White Hart Bristol- Mr. A. E. SCOtt-PlggOt~, .O:B.E. 

(Late Gener~l Manager of the South Bank Exhibition.) 

DEVON PORT. 

W II Plymouth Argyle ju~t made it! \~' e are sorry, Reading, 
that y;u'should have been pipped 0fi~ the

t 
post: . ~~~:eu~~~dt~:! 

you will, in the words of a famous m s ar-
us sometime! " 

We shall miss during next season, at least, the happy 
comradeship which 'existed be~ween the two C~bS and

t 
th~ ~o~~ 

fellowship and kindliness which has always een ex en e 
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we Plymothians by members of the Board of Directors of 
Reading Football Club, the players, and their sporting supporters. 

As a matter of intere~t we show hereunder two photographs 
ta~en a~ the ~. & G. Simonds, Ltd., Sports and Social Club 
ChIldren s Christmas Party, and which function was attended 
by His Worship The Lord Mayor of Plymouth, Alderman R. H. 
Baker. 

C?ver 200 children, the largest number yet, attended at this 
functlOn. Great c!'edit is due to the Committee and Organisers 
for the success which was the outcome of their efforts. 

(Plto/agraPJr by Embass\' Portrail,fi,\filt'itollSt, P/\'I"ou/h.) 

The Christmas Tree. 
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(Pho/{)~raPh b" Embassy Poriraits, Mtlelwuse, Plymouth.) 

The Sports and Social Children's Christmas Party. 
The Lord Mayor of Plymouth, Alderman R. H. Baker, 

with the Committee and Organisers. 

Messrs. Odeon Cinemas, through the courtesy of their Circuit 
Manager, Mr. H. P. Walshaw, presented to the " Hop Leaf" 
Darts League, as the premier Darts Association in the West, 
Shields and House Prizes for an Individual Championship to be 
known as the" Odeon Shield." 

Over 600 entrants played in various houses, and the finals 
were held at the Exmouth Hall, Devonport, on Thursday, May 1st, 
when the winner proved to be Mr. H. Doel, of the" No Place 
Inn." The runner-up was Mr. T. Jones, of the" Swan Hotel." 

All games were played ill a fine sporting spirit, and the 
tournament was greatly enjoyed by the members of the" Hop 
Leaf" Darts Leagues. 

The photograph overleaf shows a group of the winners and 
house champions, all of whom received gifts from Messrs. Odeon 
Cinemas. We would add that we greatly: appreciate the kind 
co-operation of Mr. H. P. Walshaw. 
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(Pholograph by B. Pascoe, 5, Hill Park Cres., .1/11I1e.\', Plymouth.) 

The Prizewinning Group. 

We show bela\\' the final positions of the two Plymouth 
" Hop Leaf " Darts Leagues, and which were greatly enlarged 
this year by the addition of our friends from Messrs. C. w. 
Blundell's houses, who joined Messrs. H. & G. imonds 111 

July last. 

Section A." P. \\'. L. For Against Pts. 
Swan Hotel ... 22 17 5 [29 69 34 
Abbey" A" 22 15 7 115 83 30 
Clarence Hotel 22 q 8 106 92 28 
Lord Clarendon 22 13 9 109 89 26 
Steambridge ., .\ " 22 13 9 99 99 26 
Simonds S. C. " B" 22 12 10 102 96 24 
Stoke Vaults 22 10 12 93 105 20 
Chester Cup 22 9 13 101 97 18 
Tamar Hotel 22 9 13 88 110 18 
Prince Alfred 22 S I4 87 III 16 
Standard " B " 22 S I4 79 II9 16 
Cardiff Arms 22 4 18 80 lIS 8 
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Section B. P. W L. For Against Pts. 

Weston Mill 22 19 2 139 59 38 
Standard " A " 22 16 6 125 73 32 

Lord Beresford 22 16 6 116 82 32 
Simonds S. C. " A .. 22 14 8 112 86 28 

Abbey" B " 22 14 8 96 102 28 

Steam bridge 'B" 22 13 9 III 87 26 

No Place Inn 22 I I II 94 104 22 
Freemasons' Arms 22 8 q 92 106 J6 
Camel's Head 22 7 IS 80 1[8 J4 
Brown Bear 22 6 16 84 Iq 12 
Grapes Tavern 22 4 18 7' 127 S 
Longroom Inn 22 4 18 68 130 8 

The Individual Champion for the season was Mr. E. Wallace, 
of the Weston Mill Hotel. The runner-up was Mr. J. R. Foley, of 
the Freemasons Arms. 

After a most thrilling Cup Final, which was not decided until 
the last game out of nine, the Cup was this year won by the 
Clarence Hotel, who defeated the Lord Beresford. 

The names of the teams were :-

Lord Beresford. Clarence Hotel. 
G. Austin v. E. H. Deighton 
T. Rogers v. B. Quick 
R. Luff v. L. \Vayde 
G. WitcheJl v. G. Bartlett 
G. Davey v. F. Lynch 
D.Ormston v. E. E. Tapson 
]. Richards v. G. Swiggs 
G. Hawkin 1'. R. Crocker 
'vY. Tucker 1'. ]. Bolt 

The highest score during the past season was accomplished 
by Mr. H. Sharpe, of the Camel's Head, who, on two occasions 
during matches, scored the maximum of 180. 

Approximately 1,000 people attended at the Exmouth Hall 
on May 8th to witness the finals played, and afterwards to join 
in at the dancing and other festivities. 

The prizes were presented by our Director, ~1r. E. D. 
Simonds, in his own inimitable manner. 

In his speech Mr. E. D. Simonds said how much he looked 
forward to witnessing the West Country finals and how he noticed 
the good sportsmanship and good fellowship that always existed. 
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(Photograph by Embass.,· POTtraits. Mikhail", Plymouth.) 

Presentation of Individual Championship Cup to Mr. E. Wallace 
of the " Weston Mill," by Mr. E. D. Simonds. ' 

(Photograph iJy Embassy Portrail,. Mikhail", Plymouth.) 

The magnificent display of prizes. 
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Our hearty congratulations are extended to the Chairman of 
the "Hop Leaf" Darts League, Mr. A. J. Sorrell, the Vice
Chairman, Mr. G. M. Flowers, who unfortunately was absent 
from the function owing to illness, and to the Secretary, Mr. J . 
Johnstone, and to the hard-working Committee who have made 
this year's finals the most successful ever and, undoubtedly, the 
most outstanding in the annals of the" Hop Leaf" Darts League . 

One final word, the photograph on previous page shows the 
most magnificent display of prizes, many of which are this year new 
owing to the formation of the econd League, and the fact that 
the" Weston Mill .. last year having won the Challenge Shield 
three years in succession, retain possession of same . 

Well done. " Hop Leaf" Darts League members and 
enthusiasts! 

The Chai rman 0 1 the Plymouth and District Licensed 
Victuallers' Association, Mr. George tanbury, ha5 passed to us 
the amusing picture leproduced below and which was taken in 
South Georgia by a member of the crew of that famous ship, 
H. 1.S. Exeter, as far back as 1939. Are the satisfied expressions 
on the penguins' faces the outcome of the fact that we notice 
the bottle is empty? 

South Georgia, 1939. H.M.S. Exeter. 
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It is with regret that, at the time of going to press, we learn 
of the death of Mr. Reg. Beasley, the son of Mr. A. Beasley, who 
for so many years was our Clerk ot Works at the Tamar Brewery. 
Our condolences and deepest sympathy are extended to his 
widow and parents. 

The following changes have taken place, and we extend a. 
hearty welcome to new tenants :-

The London Hotel, Ashburton-Mr. F. Dart to Mr. T. C. 
Hopkins. 

The Barnstaple Inn, Barnstaple-Mr. T. C. Hopkins to 
Mr. W. Parratt. 

The Longroom Inn, Stonehouse-Mr. P. S. Martin to 
Mr. E. J. Coles. 

The No Place Inn, Plymouth-Mr. E. J. Coles to Mr. R_ 
Roberts. 

BRIDGEND. 

Neath and District Skittles League held the" Finals" night 
of their knock-out competition for the Simonds Cup at our 
Prince Albert Hotel, Neath, on Saturday, May 3rd. The 
finalists taking part were St. Ives Hotel and the Seven Sisters 
Hotel. Some :fine bowling by the skipper of the St. Ives team 
in the last leg assured his side of victory. After a few well chosen 
words by the Secretary of the League, Mr. R. C. Pitts presented 
the cuP. to the winning team and condoled with the losers after 
a very gallant effort. 

On the last Saturday of the football season South Wales was 
not very interested in the result of the Cup Final, but all 
enthusiasts were at Nin.ian Park to see the City at long last 
return to their rightful place in the First Division. 

On Saturday, May loth, the Bridgend Branch of the 
Supporters' Club held their Annual Dinner at the Craig-yr-Eos 
Hotel, Ogmore-by-Sea, and several of our staff were present. 
The Cardiff City Football Club were represented by their celebrated 
Captain, Mr. Alf Sherwood. The photograph on following page 
shows him autographing menu cards. 
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(PhoU,g,aph by pennissioll 0/ E. James, .Ifay/alr Stud,os, Ca,otille St, .. t, 
B"dgerrd.) 

Mr. Alf Sherwood. 

13S 

The popular host, our good friend, Mr. John Earl, ensured 
that the evening was a great success by the standard of catering 
and service which he provided. 

PHILLIPS & SONS, LIMITED, NEWPORT. 

WELSH SUNDAY: "BREWERS WORKING BEHIND SCENES." 
DON'T BE DOWNHEARTED, ABERTILLERY TOLD. 

(Morning Advertiser, Monda)', April 21st, 1952.) 

, Speaking at the Annual Dinner of the Abertillery Licensed 
Victuallers' Association, the President, Mr. A. ~. Phillips 
(Chairman, Phillips and Sons) said that opposition to the Sunday 
opening campaign was being met from some licensees. "Licensees 
are becoming downhearted," he commented. 

He pointed out that although brewers could not come out 
into the open in the campaign, they were working quietly behind 
the scenes. 

He stated that, at the moment, licensees were passing through 
a difficult period. There was the rising cost in everything and 
the shortage of money on the part of the customer. 



THE Hop LEAF GAZETTE 

On the subject of the customer, Mr. Phillips said that there 
was an enormous amount of counter-attractions for customers, 
and he told the licensees present that they must make the most of 
every possibility that would attract the customer. "It must be 
made a home from home," he added. 

The Secretary of the Association, Mr. Len Smith, said that 
although Abertillery was one hundred per cent. financially, it 
was only thirty per cent. when it came to meetings. "With all 
the problems facing us, this is not good enough," he added. 

With very able officers at hand the Association still looked 
to members for instructions and support, and could get nowhere 
without them. He called upon all members to attend meetings. 

Regarding the relationship between brewers and licensees, 
Mr. Smith commented that during the last two years alone things 
had become easier. Before, he said, there was a form of " iron 
curtain." 

NATIONAL ISSUES. 

Proposing a toast to "The Yisitors, Trade and Kindred 
Associations," Mr. 1\1. H. Baker (National Trade Defence 
Association) said that licensees and Associations in Monmouth
shire had big battles to fight. The issues of Sunday opening 
and clubs were also of national importance, and all members 
should take an interest in them. 

Regarding the Trade Defence Organisation, he said that the 
panel had to have definite evidence of a grievance before action 
was taken. 

Replying, the Chairman of the Abertillery Council, Mrs. 
Florence Brown, said that in the years of the depression the 
houses in the town had suffered badly, but they always had the 
support of the local authority. She added that there had always 
been co-operation, and now, she was proud of the fact that 
visitors could be made comfortable in the public-houses of 
Abertillery. 

Other speakers included Mr. W. G. Sweet (Secretary of 
Phillips and Sons), Mrs. W. Walters and Mr. S. Martin. 

CUSTOMS HOUSE HOTEL, BUTE ROAD, CARDIFF. 

It gives us great pleasure to be able to reproduce this 
photograph of " May," the head barmaid, and Dudley, the son 
of the licensee. 
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Being a barmaid in any dock area is no easy jo~ , but w~th 
her ready smile and quick wit, May soon makes fnends WIth 
everyone, whether he be a Chinese or a Welshman. 

May has a solt spot for the" Hop Leaf," and is ever ready 
to push our beers across the counter. She .has been 111 th.e 
Customs House now for thirteen years, and thIS alone, surely, IS 
a tribute to the ladylike qualities of the charming licensee, 
Mrs. Williams. 

May and Dudley. 

PONTYPOOL AND DISTRICT" HOP LEAF" DARTS LEAGUE. 

A very successful first season was wound ~p with a so~ial 
evening at the George Hotel, Pontypool. Dunng the evenl11g 
a match was held between the winners of the league-the 
Wheatsheaf Inn, Cwmynyscoy-and a team selected from the 
" Rest," resulting in another handsome win for the leaders. 
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The " Hop Leaf" Challenge Shield was then presented to 
the captain of the Wheatsheaf team by Mr. H. J. Thomas, on 
behalf of the Firm, who congratulated the winners on their fine 
performance, and also the other participating teams who had 
shown such interest in the game, particularly the runners-up, 
the Pine Apple Inn team, who had given the leaders a good run 
[or the championship. 

A tribute wa. paid to Mr. J. hepherd, Secretary of the 
League, for his hard work during the season, and to Mine Host, 
Mr. T. Furlow, for his chairmanship, and for helping to make the 
evening a success. 

On March 19th, Mr. F. H. Weller, Head Brewer, was the 
central figure when the staff met to present him with a Goblin 
" Teasmade" to mark the occasion of his forthcoming marriage. 
The presentation was made by Mr. . C. Saunders, who wished 
Mr. 'Neller and the future Mrs. Weller many happy years together. 
Good wishes were also tendered by Messrs. C. ~ . Bennett, F. H. L. 
Kemp, T. H. Antill and H . J. Thomas. After the wedding, which 
took place on the 2ISt March, a reception was held at the Queen's 
Hotel. The happy couple then entrained for London, en route for 
Paris for their honeymoon. 

" SIMONDS" HOUSES TOP BLAENAVON DARTS CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

Blaenavon and District Darts League held their Champion
ships at the Mostyn Hall on Tuesday, March 25th. The Alma 
Inn and the Lion Hotel, who headed their respective sections, 
played off for the Blaenavon Challenge Cup, the former winning 
by two legs to one. The outstanding performance was that 
of Mr. W. Harvey, the Alma captain, who won his side's legs 
with brilliant visits of 103 and 93. 

The individual championship was won by Mr. H. Webley, 
of the Alma, who beat Mr. Bert Thomas, of the Market Tavern 
by two straight legs. 

Prizes were presented by Mr. J. Jones, Chairman of the 
Pontypool Darts League, Mrs. Maisie Smith, Mr. J. Rutterwelsh 
and M r. Jack Morris. Shields were presented to the section 
winners by Mr. J. Morris, and Mr. Jack Davies presented shields 
to the runners-up, the Comrades' Club and the ew King's Arms. 
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LIGIITER SIDE. 

During the engagement of a small circus in a small coun~ry 
town, one of the two elephants escaped. Early next mornmg 
the town constable received a call. 

" Come out immediately," an agitated feminine voice was 
heard to say. "There is a huge animal in my garden pulling up 
all the vegetables with his tail, and you wouldn't believe me if 
I told you what he is doing with them." 

* * * * 
After the first few days of the honeymoon the young bride 

served her husband raw carrots and lettuce. 
HUSBAND : "What's the idea? " 
BRIDE: "I just want to see if you eat like a rabbit." 

* * * * 
The man selected a $500 horse, paid for it, ordered it delivered 

to his third floor apartment, ordered it shot and placed in his 
bathtub. When asked the reason for his strange actions he 
replied, " My name is Joe. Every night my room-mate comes in 
and asks, " Whatta you know, Joe?" I never know anything. 
But to-night I'll tell him about a dead horse in the bathtub! " 

* * * * 
The new method of catching elephants requires a piece of 

paper, a milk bottle, a pair of tweezers and binoculars. Go to 
the elephant country, find a pool of water and write on ~he 
paper: "For Elafants. " When the elephants come up to d~mk 
they will see their name is spelled wrong and start laugh mg. 
When the other elephants hear them laughing they will come up 
to see what they are laughing about. At that point you look at 
the elephants through the wrong end of the binoculars. The 
elephants look so small that you pick them up with the tweezers 
and put them in the milk bottle! 

* * * * 
A young bride walked into a drug store and approached the 

clerk hesitatingly. 
"Does that baby tonic you advertise really make babies 

bigger and stronger? " she enquired. 
" Well, we sell lots of it," answered the clerk, " and we have 

never had a complaint." 
The bride bought a bottle, started for the door, then suddenly 

turned back, and motioning the clerk over to a corner, whispered: 
.. Who takes this tonic, me or my husband? " 
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A man walked into a restaurant and left the door open. A 
big fat man called out: " hut the door! Were you brought 
up in a barn? " 

The man closed the door, sat down, and began to cry. At 
this the fat man looked uncomfortable and went over to the 
sorrowful one. 

Said he, " I'm sorry. I didn't intend to hurt your feelings." 
" I'm not crying because you hurt my feelings," was the 

reply, " but the fact is, I was brought up in a barn and every 
time I hear an ass bray it makes me homesick." 

* * * * 
A typical law school student one day took his first case to 

court. Looking sternly at the witness, he asked, " How close 
were you to the place where the accident occurred? " 

"Fifty-three feet and three and one-half inches," answered 
the witnes . 

" How can you say that so exactly? " inquired the surprised 
lawyer. 

" WelJ, I figured some silly fool would ask me a question like 
that, so I measured it." 

* * * * 
Motoring across a Yery dreary stretch of country, the sales

man stopped before a run-down petrol station. A single 
dejected-looking attendant stood beside the petrol pump, doing 
nothing and enjoying it. 

The motorist leaned out the window of his car and called: 
" Hey, what do you call this dog-gone, dried-up, broken-down 
hell hole? " 

The dejected-looking one pondered the question briefly, then 
scratched his head, and said, "That's near enough." 

* * * * 
A squaw and a papoose were on a platform at a whistle stop 

when the train pulled in. One traveller leaned out the coach 
window, pointed at the papoose, and asked: "Him Injun? " 

" Him part Injun, part injineer," replied the squaw. 

* * * * 
Latest Song Hit: "II the Bed Breaks Down, Babe, I'll 

See You in the pring." 
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'PMtN 16-
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B ..... .bD Harm., Marke' Place. 'P __ 99. 
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.Guna T.n .... Thain. ~. 

(Bar aDd Beltauraat). • p __ :ao8. 
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