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The Simoncis-FitzGerald connection
prepared by Kennerh FirzGerald Simonds (257. Irish)
and dedicated to Sa11y FirzGerald Simonds ( 6.15% frish)

Major Charles Mordaunt FitzGerald of the Bengal Scaff Cprps, $.7927,
d. of cholera in Calcutxa, 7867 ), and his wife Mary, nde Swiyne,who
had sailed to India round the Cape ro marrv him. hbd a daushter Amv
E1i_zabeth, who allefgedly was boin i; th;-ju;si6 i"-teS7-;f;;;-h";*'
father's sepoys in L[ckn6w warned of the iirmiience of the Indian
Mutiny. After her Father's death, she and her Mother returned to
_England ind she,-ar the age of 21, married John Sheriff Hil1, of
Hawkswick, SE. Albans, whose firsr wife had died , Ieavins him with
/ children. Amy bore him five more children, then he went-broke and
died leaving hg-r to bring.up the_entire family of twelve, in straightened
cicumstances. This she did magnificenclv - thi:v all loved her dearTv
and called her Mocher, the eldesc of rh6 firsr'familv beine buc J ierw
years younger rhan her.T have a splelid Wedd ing- dum- 21 s t bfrthday
portraic_of.her by John Hanson waike'r. Her eldEsr daughrer Amy FitzGerald
married Frederick Adolphus simonds and here the conneciion staited.
Amy and Eric -Simonds had three sons and one daughter (deceased) and in
all some 29 descendants of the Siinonds-FitzGerald line. There could
thus be a great many more in years to come,a11 with their trace of rrish
ancestry. _We Ehree grandsons all knew our 'GreaEgrannie Fitzgerald'
who-encied her days near our original home in Wokingham, Berksfiirer:*,1L3)
whilst 'Grannie London', her daughter. we all loved-dear1y.

The FitzGeralds, though long since one of rhe largest. Irish families
in the world, were of French origin, Les G6raldines, and came Eo England
from Normandy, then made their wiy slowly \,rest to Iieland via Walesl
and Ehere established themselves in Co,:nti< s Kiidare, r)ff al.-. r:,.c
.,aoisrpr:or:Leash), There are the remains of two o1<i family homes, both
6IeatIy ciamageci by warfare and o1d age, i,iorrett CasEle on the ieft
of the[i7. frorn Dublin to Portlaoise, an6 Woodsr-ock Castle ai Athy ro
the souEh, where tire rnonkey rescueci the infant heir, John FitzTiLornas
from a disastrous fire and'perpetuate<i himself in the fatnily crest.

i,iajor family homes of C18 & C19 survivg in Leinster i{ouse, Dublin, now
the seat of the Dai1, and CarEon, a dozen miles inEo the corrtry, near
l.iaynooth, wirere they entertained Queen Victoria in 1849.

The ori3ins of the FiczGeral<is are recorcieci as far back as Octavius
Duke of cornwall in 383. i'iatu,rally the early records are shaciorvy, but
from cl1 onwar<is Ehey are much more reliable anci include Gerald'Fitri,.Jrlter
who married, il-esta, d-aughter of Rhese ap Gryffith , 11th ring of soutir
iirales in 1112, an<i Bishop David FitzGeiald, Bishop of Sr. D5vid's ,.
consecrated by Archbishop_ Theodore in 1146, died in 1175 and gave a
banquet for Henry IV Ln 111 2.

0cher nocable [amily men:bers inc]ude five brothers who were hung, crawn
anci-quartered ar Tyburn in|1533 anci their nephew 'Silken Thomas'l'lori-,
Earl of Kiltiare, who mer the same fate rhe iollowing year, whilit
Elizabeth,'The Fair.-Geraldine' 1528-39 married Sir-Anthony tsrowne,
i,iaster of the liorse ['g, He;*ry VfT, orhers who were *urdered'in those
troublesome times \dere Geralci, of iiorrett in 1501, Stephen hanged in
1690 anci Richard Earl of Cambrici6e , beheacied in 1415.
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The Simonds-FitzGerald connection

prepared by Kenneth FitzGerald Simonds (25% Irish)

and dedicated to Sally FitzGerald Simonds (6, 5% Irish)

Major Charles Mordaunt FitzGerald of the Bengal Staff Cprps, (b.1827,
d. of cholera in Calcutta, 1867), and his wife Mary, nee Swayne, who
had sailed to India round the Cape to marry him, had a daughter Amy
Elizabeth, who all e gedly was born in the jungle in 1857 when her
father's sepoys in Lucknow warned of the imminence of the Indian
Mutiny. After her Father's death, she and her Mother returned to
England and she, at the age of 21, married John Sheriff Hill, of
Hawkswick, St. Albans, whose first wife had died , leaving him with
7 children. Amy bore him five more children, then he went broke and
died leaving her to bring up the entire family of twelve, in straightened
cicumstances . This she did magnificently - they all loved her dearly
and called her Mother, the eldest of the first family being but a few
years younger than her. I have a spletlid Wedding-cum-21st birthday
portrait of her by John Hanson Walker. Her eldest daughter Amy FitzGerald
married Frederick Adolphus Simonds and here the connection started.

Amy and Eric Simonds had three sons and one daughter ( deceased ) and in
all some 29 descendants of the Simonds-FitzGerald line. There could
thus be a great many more in years to come, all with their trace of Irish
ancestry. We three grandsons all knew our 'Greatgrannie Fitzgerald'
who ended her days near our original home in Wokingham, Berkshire*
whilst 'Grannie London' , her daughter we all loved dearly.

The FitzGeralds, though long since one of the largest Irish families
in the world, were of French origin, Les Geraldines, and came to England
from Normandy, then made their way slowly west to Ireland via Wales,
and there established themselves in Counties Kildare, Offaly and
Laois ( pronsLeash) t There are the remains of two old family homes, both
greatly damaged by warfare and old age, Morrett Castle on the left
of the|N7 from Dublin to Portlaoise, and Woodstock Castle at Athy to
the south, where the monkey rescued the infant heir, John FitzThomas
from a disastrous fire and perpetuated himself in the family crest.

Major family homes of CIS « C19 survive, in Leinster House, Dublin, now
the seat of the Dail, and Carton, a dozen miles into the coutry, near
Maynooth, where they entertained Queen Victoria in 1849.

The origins of the FitzGeralds are recorded as far back as Octavius
Duke of Cornwall in 383. Naturally the early records are shadowy, but
from Cll onwards they are much more reliable and include Gerald FitzWalter
who married Nesta, daughter of Rhese ap Gryffith , 11th King of South
Wales in 1112, and Bishop David FitzGerald, Bishop of St. David's
consecrated by Archbishop Theodore in 1146, died in 1176 and gave a
banquet for Henry IV in 1172.

Other notable family members include five brothers who were hung, drawn
and quartered at Tyburn infl.533 and their nephew 'Silken Thomas', 10th
Earl of Kildare, who met tne same fate the following year, whilst
Elizabeth, 'The Fair Geraldine J.528-89 married Sir Anthony Browne,
Master of the Horse Heisry V1U. Others who were murdered in those
troublesome times were Gerald, of Morrett in 1601, Stephen hanged in
1690 and Richard Earl of Cambridge , beheaded in 1415.
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There are three tirles in rhe family - c€+€+d--E+€€tSEA+€- Firziuiaurice
was created 1sL Baron Offaly in the )-axe Cl2. John FitzThomas
became lst Earl of Kil<lare in C13 ( and it was he as a babv who was
rescued by che monkey from che bl aztng Athy Castle) andpaines the 20ch
larl (b.1732)was creaEed the lst Duke of Leinster i-n 1766.

To-day, the present Bth Duke of Leinster ls head of the family, but
sadly thelyoung Lorci Offa1y was ki11ed in a car accident in Ireland
in recent years. The Leinsters themselves reinain a Protestant family,
thou3h the vast majority nowadays have embraced Rome. The only one
with whom I am now in touch is Major John FitzGetalri, of York,
rvho is a Ehird cousin and thus a much closer relation than most of
our Simonds cous ins.

There is also a descent from the Tudor monarchs, and Charles L'lorciaunt
fiirCetata , Ereat Grandfather of Louis, Duncan and Kenneth Sinonds
was a 12x GrEar grancison of Edward 1V (1461-1483) which makes Sa11y
S imonci s his 16x Ereatftranddaughter.

I
The conclusion of all this must be that the FitzGeralds are a gleaE
family and our branch of the Simonds can be proud of oul .Ilish descent.
For iurther reading see the Pedigree an<i notes I prepared in 1999'

KFS February 2003.
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There are three titles in the family - Geg-a-R FitzMaur ice
was created 1st Baron Offaly in the late C12. John FitzThomas
became 1st Earl of Kildare in C13 ( and it was he as a baby who was
rescued by the monkey from the blazing Athy Castle) and ames the 20th
Earl (b.l732)was created the 1st Duke of Leinster in 1766.

To-day, the present 8th Duke of Leinster is head of the family, but
sadly the|young Lord Offaly was killed in a car accident in Ireland
in recent years. The Leinsters themselves remain a Protestant family,
though the vast majority nowadays have embraced Rome. The only one
with whom I am now in touch is Major John FitzGerald, of York,
who is a third cousin and thus a much closer relation than most of
our Simonds cousins.

There is also a descent from the Tudor monarchs, and Charles Mordaunt
FitzGerald, great Grandfather of Louis, Duncan and Kenneth Simonds
was a 12x Great grandson of Edward IV (1461-1483) which makes Sally
Simonds his 16x Great randdaughter .

The conclusion of all this must be that the FitzGeralds are a great
family and our branch of the Simonds can be proud of our Irish descent.
For further reading see the Pedigree and notes I prepared in 1999.

KFS February 2003.
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TeI: (0734) 842003

'14 June 1992

Dear Sal lY Fi tzGerai d,

I am glving to your Dad today a fami ly. tree of the Fltzceralds' becauseI exDect that one *v v-or-'"irr-be-interested to know why you were
chri itened with this name'

Your great-unslg is- Ke'oneth FitzGerald S'lmonds'

His mother (and fi|ihe)- was Amy FitzGerald,simonds (n6e Hill)'
Her mother was Arty Hill (n6e FitzGerald)'
ii'urr 

" 
i i'ri,ta.uni-rttzeer at d and Marv ( n6e Swavne )'

the daughter of

Marv was. therefore, my great grandmother' 1t'-I tun iust remember her
as 

--Great-Granny FitzGerild" 
- Her dates--are not recorded but to the

best of mv recolleeti* "t;; lvut iLtrr-in 1831. and died ln 1922 age 91 '
when vou are an old rrov 

'lt* i r-'ii in the-middle of the next century'
;;;'r:;".#." t-o'r-"ii*i-inii"rv iii"tire bridsed the qap between that ot
my great-Grandma and vo,""6*n"'- a spin or weli ouet two hundred years'

At the time that I ran-ernber her she had been . 
a wldow for over fifty

years. for rrer nusuan* ili'iiJi'oi'ir,oi.iiin calcutta in I867 Ieavins'nli'iitir"i.ijr'.t'iit"* to-tule uutr to En91 and and to bring up as voung
ladies and sentlemo m'ihi'iititti';- ;d' As she orobab'lv had nothing
to tlve on apart..* riit'i;;;;;';;'v";ension thls must have been a
great strugg l e.

I recall her as a little old lady all in black exceot for a black and
whlte bonnet, u ,ntt" rllr^i'i'i "irrui', 

ana-uiacr uoois' I wonder what
you will be wearing idrcn you are an ol0 laoy'r

The career of Charles l4ordaunt FitzGerald.-was probably not disslmilar to
that of *uny yorrg-ot#.?ii'"i'n irre ind-ian i\"mv of hls dav' He was
appointed Ensisn in d--?1";R;im;;; t1'-q"1s"1 fative Infantrv on 20th
June 1843 at the ags "ii;; ;"J ;romo-ted.t-o lieutenant in 1845' Soon
afterwards he was transf"ttla-ii ini Lo*ittt"iil statr of the Bengal
Armv. He served with tfie io# tsatJ at i n t-he Etrrrnese War of 1852-53' and
l!"'p.rii} ili' i"*i ir*+it"o#; ;;; i n 

-il 
e iaoveaul e col umn under Bri s-Gen'

John Nichblson cB ln Jri; ii];i'-ilt'*ti tt"tAv wounded ln the act'lon at
Trimmoo Ghat. He *r, uril i.iiiiilir"c"r,iiiiu'iit officer in the Field on
the staff of Lord CIvil'i;"i'ff't;#i9*- or 1857-58 and was twice
thanked bv Lord crvae 'a"n'a iv tit oi'"i'd-Gereral of India in Council'
He rece{ved two medats""iot" 'it- services afid was oromoted Captaln in
ie6o. rra was ransferr"a'i" it't Bensal staff il'3"r?"tii.:Htl:t;"1:i66i' i i-riiitt lear tre was honourablv mentl oned
services in the Sikk.tmtip;j;il; In"'icOi-t'. n.. promoted to MaJor, the
-^-r, ih .,h{ah ha .li c.l fnllr vears latef.

WINLOED
BERE COURT ROAD

PANGBOURNE
BERKSHIRE

RG8 8LB

T e l :  (0734) 842003

14 June 1992

Dear Sa l l y  F i tzGera ld ,

I am g i v i ng  to  your Dad today a fami ly  t ree  of the  Fi tzGeralds,  because
I expect t ha t  one day you w i l l  be in te res ted  to know why you were
christened w i t h  t h i s  name.

Your great-uncle ts -Kenneth FitzGerald Simonds.

His mother (and mine-T was Amy Fi tzGerald Simonds (nee H i l l ) .

Her mother was Amy H i l l  (nee F i tzGera ld ) ,  the daughter of
Charles Mordaunt Fi tzGerald and Mary (nee Swayne).

Mary was, there fore ,  my great grandmother, and I can jus t  remember her
as 'Great-Granny F i t zGera ld . '  Her dates are not recorded but t o  the
best of my reco l lec t ion  she was born i n  1831 and died i n  1922 age 91.
When you are an o ld  Tady some time i n  the  middle of t he  next century,
you may care t o  refTect that  my l i f e t i m e  bridged the gap between that  of
my great-Grandma and your own - a span of we l l  over two hundred years.

At the  t ime tha t  I remember her she had been a widow for over f i f ty
years, for her husband—had died of cholera i n  Calcut ta  i n  1867 leaving
her w i t h  four chtTdrerr to take back to  England and to b r i ng  up as young
lad ies  and gentlemen of t h e  V ic tor ian age. As she probably had nothing
to l i v e  on apart from h i s  Indian Army pension t h i s  must have been a
great s t rugg le .

I r e c a l l  her as a l i t t l e  o l d  lady a l l  i n  black except for a black and
white bonnet, a whi te,  scar f  and c o l l a r ,  and black boots.  I wonder what
you w i l l  be wearing when you are an o l d  lady?!

The career of Charles Mordaunt Fi tzGerald was probably not d i ss im i la r  t o
that  of many young- officers i n  the  Indian Army of h1s day. He was
appointed Ensign in—tbe-31st Regiment of Bengal Nat ive Infantry on 20th
June 1843 at t he  age- of 16, and promoted to  Lieutenant i n  1846. Soon
afterwards he was transferred t o  the Commissariat Staf f  of the Bengal
Army. He served w i t h  the Commissariat i n  the Burmese War of  1852-53, and
as Pr inc ipa l  Commissariat Of f icer  i n  the  Moveable Column under Brig-Gen.
John Nicholson CB i n  Ju ly  1857. He was severely wounded i n  the act ion at
Trimmoo Ghat. He was a lso  Pr inc ipa l  Commissariat Off icer i n  the F i e l d  on
the  Staff of Lord Clyde i n  the campaigns of 1857-58 and was twice
thanked by Lord Clyde and by the Governor-General of I nd ia  i n  Counci l .
He received two medals for war services and was promoted Captain i n
1860. He was t ransferred t o  the Bengal Staff Corps on I t s  formation 1n
1861 irrwMch year he was honourably mentioned i n  General Orders for h i s
services in the Sikkim Expedit ion. I n  1863 he was promoted to  Major, the

which ho died fnur vears l a t e r .
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From Charles Mordaunt F i tzGerald,  the tree traces the  h i s to ry  of t h i s
famous I r i s h  family back through some three hundred years and nine
generations t o  Gerald Fi tzGerald,  son of the eleventh, and l a s t ,  Earl o f
K i ldare who was born i n  1546 and, l i k e  so many others of the  fam i l y ,
met a v io len t  death.

You w i l l  see that throughout h i s to ry  the fami ly  name was spe l t  as I have
spe l t  i t  i n  t h i s  note,  that  i s  t o  say, a l l  i n  one word but w i th  a
cap i ta l  G i n  the middle;  I hope you w i l l  always remember to  spe l l  your
name i n  t h i s  way.

I n  the panel at the  lower le f t  corner of  the t ree i s  shown the  descent
of  the e a r l i e r  Earls of K i lda re ,  going back almost t o  the mists of t ime,
and I daresay there may be an element of  guesswork about some of the
e a r l i e r  people and dates. They a l l  l i v e d  tempestuous l i v e s  f i gh t i ng
a l te rna te ly  each. other and the  hated B r i t i s h  invaders; or  , i f  they
wanted to  score off t h e i r  neighbours for  any reason, they would change
sides and work- for the  B r i t i s h  for a t ime.

Especial ly notable 4s the  ten th  Ea r l ,  Thomas F i tzGerald,  who i s  recorded
as having been- hanged- at Tyburn wi th  h i s  f i v e  uncles. Tyburn was an
open space otrhsYdelondon where Marble Arch now i s ,  and i t  i s  here that
the  gallows were* -erected on which to hang t r a i t o r s .

Gerald, 9th Earl of* K i ldare  having died a pr isoner i n  the  Tower of
London on 13 December 1534, was succeeded by h i s  son Thomas commonly
c a l l e d  'S i l ken  Thomas' whose execution at Tyburn on 3rd February 1536 i s
thus recorded i n  the 'Annals of the Four Masters' 1537. 'Thomas the son
of the  Earl  of KfTdare, the best man of the Engl ish i n  I re land  of h i s
t ime,  and h i s  fatter's f i v e  brothers,  James Margach, O l i ve r ,  John,
Walter and Richard, were put t o  death i n  England on the 3rd runes of
February, and ail the Geraldines of Leinster were ex i l ed  and banished.
The Earldom of Kildare was vested i n  the King (Henry V I I I )  and every one
of the  f am i l y  who was apprehended whether l ay  or ecc les ias t i ca l  was
tortured or put to  death. These were— great losses and cause of
lamentation throughout I r e l a n d . '

Fortunately for all of us ,  the 9th Earl had married a second t ime,  and
h i s  son, Gerald, was 10 years o l d  at the time of h i s  death. After many
adventures, which included being smuggled out o f  I re land  to  France i n
the  care of h i s  tutor,  he eventual ly returned to London after the death
of Henry V I I I .  Here he succeeded i n  making a d ip lomat ic marriage to
Mabel , daughter of- Sir Anthony Brown KG. Hi s new father- i  n-1 aw was
Master of the Horse to King Edward VI and i n  f u l l  favour w i t h  the Court.
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His title and Irrsh Estates were restored to him by retters patent at
I::!lir:!!l on 25th,April 1552. Horvever his son eeiara ibgel'*ii-iiiii
:ifreo rlgm. hrs ri grt to .su_cces.si on by the Act of Attaind6r applJed to
nrs grandtather, so the titfu d.ied out with the eleventh Earl . "

But the most famous of the Earls of Kildare was the eiqhth Eari, yet
another Gerald FitzGerald. He rates a speciar ,.rtion in ilinrio,
churchill's -Historv of-th-e Engtish Speaking'Reopl.s, voi 

-ii. "chii..tiir
is. descr.lbing the_ di-fficultJei which' King'H"n+ viI had ln t.Ving io
establish his rule in Ireland. _. 

you_ma! remrinber from your tristory
lessons that Henry vI_I was the first ruaor nurarch .na- t.'iirrr.i-ii,t
Enrone afrer the battle of.Bosworth in 1495, ln whlch King Rlchard III
was killed, and whfch brought to an end the l.larrsf the Rosis.

Churchi I I wrote as follows:-
-Henry had Inany reasons to feel his throne shake a ilttle beneath him.
The wars of the Roses had weakened Engrish authority in uates,--uui it
was in Ireland that their effects weie nrost manifist. ir,e-'avniitic
struggle.had been eagerly taken up in Ireland; there were Lancistrian
and Yorkrst cities ln t$e Erglish paie around ftD+l n and amono remote
outposts of the Englishry like Limerick and Galway. Sui aif -thii
turm'l I was a mere con*i*ation of clan feuds. - rte gutler farnj Iy, undei

l!; fgreait.arV chief,- the Earl of ormonde, was Lbncastrlun,- U"liri"-ii
had-always been more lord? to the King of Engraad than the rivar house
ot.r- rtzgerald. The F ir4gprd l.d s ]ed by the Eirr of Kildare ln Lelnster
and the Eari of Desrnort?irrltunster, boih travtrngelese alllance;;a di;;;
and marriage with ttre n-atlve chiefs, were yeri+st- in ,vrpuifi.li,-;.;;;;;
they thus hoped to promote thejr own 

' 
aggrandfsement.

In Munster the Desmond Fitzgeralds were already -more Irlsh than the

Iii:h-.. ,I.n the_ Pale,- Klldare, who was called --Garet More;, ;;-cr;;;
Larl, might.perform his feudal dutes and lead the English,. 'but 

on his
remoter lands on the Sh anaon a different rule prevaiied. 'Lords 

Deoutv
from Eng)and found tt -profrrless to assert theii [ga+ po*".i-i.-riiE-oi
Kl ldare's dominat'lng locat-gositlon and island-n*Jr_alliances. There

Il:^.y:! g 9h3n9e, ur*ne*n-since the defeat and-M of Edward Bruce,

llal.ll.s great house night provi de a dynasty for alt.lreland. But even
It Klldare remained l1>lg| to. England would he adhere to a yorkist klng
or a Lancastrian king? llir kinsman Desmond s,uprfnrtd tambert Simnel:

l!:I:-,"as-. good re.ason- to $spect that he:'tdreelf supported perkin
warDeck. 5tr-Edward Poyrringq appointed Lord DepGy of Iieland ln 1494.
f,r]e^o ro rimit hrs powers-cf mischief. He persuided the Irish parliamenl
aE. urogneda to pass the celebrated poynings' Law, subordJnatinq the
lrrsn rarriament to the.Engli-sh, whlch was not repealed for ihree
hundred years and remal ned a-grievance till ihe twenttdttr centu"i. 

- '-
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His t i t l e  and I r i s h  Estates were restored t o  him by l e t t e r s  patent at
Westminster on 25th Ap r i l  1552. However h i s  son Gerald (Oge) was s t i l l
barred from h i s  right t o  succession by the Act oC At ta inder appl ied to
h i s  grandfather,  so the  title died out w i th  the eleventh E a r l .

But t h e  most famous of the Ear ls of K i ldare  was the e ighth E a r l ,  yet
another Gerald Fi tzGerald.  He ra tes  a special mention i n  Winston
C h u r c h i l l ' s  'History of  the Engl ish Speaking Peoples, Vol I I .  Church i l l
i s  descr ib ing the d i f f i c u l t i e s  which King Henry V I I  had i n  t ry ing  to
es tab l i sh  h i s  r u l e  i n  I re land.  You may remember from your h is to ry
lessons tha t  Henry V I I  was the f i r s t  Tudor monarch and he assumed the
throne after the b a t t l e  of Bosworth i n  1485, i n  which King Richard I I I
was k i l l e d ,  and which brought to  an end the Warr crhthe Roses.

Church i l l  wrote as f o l l o w s : -

'Henry had many reasons to  fee l  h i s  throne shake a l i t t l e  beneath him.
The Wars of the Roses had weakened English author i ty  i n  Wales, but i t
was i n  I re land  that  their ef fects were most manifest.  The dynastic
s t rugg le  had been eagerly- taken up i n  I re land ;  there were Lancastrian
and York is t  c i t i e s  i n  the Engl ish Pale around fiutrlin and among remote
outposts of the  Engl iskry l i k e  Limerick and Galway. But a l l  t h i s
tu rmo i l  was a mere contiwation of  c lan feuds. Ute Bu t le r  f am i l y ,  under
i t s  hered i ta ry  c h i e f ,  t h e E a r l  o f  Ormonde, was Lancastr ian, because i t
had always been more loyal to the  King of England than the  r i v a l  house
of F i t zge ra l d .  The Fitzgeralds l ed  by the EarT of K i ldare  i n  Leinster
and t h e  Ear l  of Desmond" tn Munster, both having cT-ese a l l iances of  blood
and marriage w i t h  the- native c h i e f s ,  were Yorkist i n  sympathy, because
they thus hoped to  promote t h e i r  own aggrandisement.

I n  Munster t he  Desmond Fi tzgera lds were already 'more I r i s h  than the
I r i s h ' .  I n  the  Pale, K i lda re ,  who was c a l l e d  'Garret  More' ,  or  Great
E a r l ,  might perform h i s  feudal dutes and lead the  Eng l i sh , ,  but on h i s
remoter lands on the  Shannon a di f ferent r u l e  prevai led.  Lords Deputy
from England found i t  prof i t less to assert t he i r  legal powers i n  face of
K i l da re ' s  dominating local ' p o s i t i o n  and i s land-w ide ,  a l l i ances .  There
was even a chance, unknown since the  defeat anddeath of Edward Bruce,
tha t  h i s  great house mi gbt- provide a dynasty for - ath I re land .  But even
i f  K i l da re  remained loya+ to  England would he adhere to a Yorkist  k ing
or  a Lancastr ian king? Hrs- kinsman Desmond supported t amber t Simnel;
there  was good reason- to- suspect t ha t  he himself supported Perkin
Warbeck. S i r  Edward Poyrrrrrgs, appointed Lord Deputy of I re land  i n  1494,
t r i ed  to  l i m i t  h i s  powers- of mischief  . He persuided the I r i s h  Parliament
at Drogheda to  pass the  celebrated Poy r i n g s '  Law, subordinating the
I r i s h  Parliament to  t h e  Engl ish,  which was not repealed for three
hundred years and remained a grievance t i l l  the twent ie th  century.
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Ki ldare was attajnted and sent over to London; but Henry v'as. too-wise.to
uppiv ii.pi. reudal iustici-[o io migtrtv an offender' with his.fighting
.i'rn"on l'n"-ouiskirti ot'S;iin, and- coiusins., marriage-kin, and clients
al'l over the island. fne-1na.des against the. Great- Ear'l were serious
.^rriri-upi.i from- his .-os#it'-iuuo"rr to Perkis warbeck. Had he not
burned down the cathedrJ-Ji-cuthtf i The Ear.l ad$itted it' but excused
hirnself in a fashion th;;".Pp;;l; to thg King-'-I did' but- I thought
that the Archbisiop ,ut -r:ffi.: Henry VII aeeepted the inevitable with
a dictum that is t.rors' Ji-,ot iuthentic' :S+n€e a'l I lreland cannot
oovern the Earl of Kilda;, 'r.t-in. Eir of .Kil.dare. govern -al1 llgl:11;'^Riiaaa" was pardoned, freed, married '"0 the Kino's couslnr LrrzdutsLrr
St. John, and sent uu.r iJJi"iini, rn... he succetded Povnings as Lord
Deputy.

Power in Ireland still rested on the abili,ty -to call out and command a
,riii.i.niy- oi armed *n-.- I-n ttrt r ttre Engl ish Ki no exerci sed a potent
and personal i nf I uence.l' 

'tte .o,ii iiotnt "with the royal insignla and
status of Deputy any gtait-noUlt- who could .muster and control ..thef i ohti no nen. 0n tt e otn'"J.;nil-Uv tir ti ng Butl ers and Burkes the Ki ng
:#i';';'.,J:I"'i;;il;ib**r# "uun" 

u Kildaie to con*ol the- sreat clan
chiefs. Th'is precari ort- -i' tiiili ^g 

balance was for a while the only
road to establishing u 

".iii.ri" 
bl""""nr.nt. No Enoti sh kinq had yet found

how to make his tiile "i--i;; oi iretana- uny #*a real ihan his title
of -Klng of France-.

But a powerful al Iy was at hand' Artillery, which had help-ed to^expe1
the English from Francel ""* iiJ.a itretr.tniursion into Ireland' Cannon
sooke to lrish castles in i ri"s'igt readily u-nderstood' But the cannonili|"rllr'Lrii'.;;:"i; rrisn coira-use but courd not make them. Here for
a time was the key to- an i"siiin control over_ Irlsh affairs far beyond
the outlook of Henry wi #'ii; i;';td fovnirros' For oenerations the
chi ef s of the Fi tzgerat ;;, ?o,' int#-t'al r-itet il Cor',t' 

- had terrori sed
the Pale and kept to itlsfr eyes a more. trulv r'evil state than the
harassed Deput.tes of ttre'inifiii-.*..in-f n, Ou6ti*-C-astte. Now in the
;;r;;a; of culture ptecedenc! was regulated by gunpowder'-

So you will see that if, perhaps, you have a sliohtlv mischievous turn
of mind, you may attlibute ihat to your anc-leni ancestor Gerald
Fi tzGeral d !

You will also see on the top of the Tree the Fitzcerald coat of arms'
and this is described i,i-a,iiliion the back of a coloured version of.the
same on a srnall card. 0n ;il-it ; Latin motto whlch 'means 

-not forgetful
of oood deeds-, ana ueiow-ile the words -crom a Boo-- Thls is sald to be
Ii.', ililn--..-.iv-rt.a-ui t[e-FitzGeralds in battle' with great success -
i"r.tni"s iit" ih. lr.n-i*lind -Harka- before a Rughy match' I suppose'
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Ki lda re  was a t ta in ted  and sent over t o  London; but Henry was too wise to
apply simple feudal j u s t i c e  to  so mighty an offender, w i t h  h i s  f i g h t i n g
c lan  on the  ou tsk i r t s  of Dublin, and cousins, marr iage-kin,  and c l i e n t s
a l l  over t he  i s l and .  The- charges against the Great Ear l  were serious
enough apart from- h i s  suspect favour to  Perkin Warbeck . Had he not
burned down the cathedra? of Cashel? The Ear l  admitted i t ,  but excused
himself  i n  a fashion tha t  appealed to  the K in  ' " I  d i d ,  but  I thought
tha t  the Archbishop was irrstde." Henry V I I  accepted the  i nev i t ab le  w i th
a dictum tha t  i s  famous:; tf no t  authent ic.  *S+nce a l l  I re land  cannot
govern the  Earl of K i l da re ,  l e t  the  Ear l  of K i ldare  govern a l l  I r e land . "
K i lda re  was pardoned, freed, married to the  King 's  cousin,  El izabeth
S t .  John, and sent back to I r e land ,  where he succeeded Poynings as Lord
Deputy.

Power i n  I re land s t i l l  rested on the a b i l i t y  to  c a l l  out and command a
su f f i c iency  of armed men. I n  t h i s  the English King exercised a potent
and personal influence-. He could c lo the w i th  the royal i ns ign ia  and
status of Deputy any great noble who could muster and cont ro l  the
f i g h t i n g  men. On the- other- hand, by r a i s i n g  But lers and Burkes the King
could make i t  impossible- for even a Ki ldare t o  cont ro l  the  great c lan
c h i e f s .  This precarious- and- s h i f t i n g  balance was for a wh i le  the only
road t o  estab l ish ing a central Government. No English k ing  had yet found
how to  make h i s  t i t l e  o f " tord of  I re land"  any mere rea l  than h i s  t i t l e
of  "King of France".

But a powerful a l l y  was at hand. A r t i l l e r y ,  which had helped to expel
the  Engl ish from France, now aided t h e i r  incurs ion i n t o  I re land .  Cannon
spoke to I r i s h  cast les i n  a language read i l y  understood. But the  cannon
came from England. The- I r i s h  could use but could not make them. Here for
a t ime was the key ttr an Engl ish cont ro l  over I r i s h  a f fa i rs  far beyond
the outlook of Henry -VH or S i r  Edward Poynings. For generations the
ch ie f s  of the  Fi tzgeralds,  from t h e i r  ha l f -gae l i c  Court, had ter ror ised
the Pale and kept* trr Iris+r eyes a more t r u l y  royal s ta te  than the
harassed Deputies: of the Engl ish monarch i n  Dublin- Cast le .  Now i n  the
advance of cu l tu re  precedence was regulated by gunpowder."

So you w i l l  see tha t  i f ,  perhaps, you have a s l i g h t l y  mischievous turn
of  mind, you may attribute tha t  t o  your ancient ancestor Gerald
Fi tzGera ld !

You w i l l  a lso see on the  top  of the Tree the  Fi tzGerald coat of arms,
and t h i s  i s  described i n  d e t a i l  on the back of a coloured version of the
same on a small card.  On top i s  a L a t i n  motto which means "not forget fu l
of good deeds", and below are the words "Crom a Boo J* This i s  sa id to  be
an I r i s h  war-cry used by the FitzGeralds i n  b a t t l e ,  w i t h  great success -
something l i k e  the  New Zealand "Harka" before a Rugtyy match, I suppose.
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The monkey in the coat-of-arms has a legendary histofy. The son of the
elevnth Earl of Kildare, Gerald (09e), was attacked by his enemies at
hls home, t\'lorett Castle in Queen's County in 160l; *le was rnurdered - as
were so many other FjtzGeralds in the course of hristory, and the castle
was burned down. His baby son is said to have been asleep in one of the
towers of the castle, and was rescued by the family's pet monkey who
carried hlm away to safety, thus once again preserving the FltzGerald
llne for the future - and for you! Hhether true or not, it is a nice
story, and it is natural that the famiiy adopted the monkey as the
principal feature of their coat-of-arms.

Gradual ly, as the generatjors went by, the Fiffids lost their power,
their lands and their fftrerrce. They also nrulffpl.fu greatly and bred
many younger sons who fiouk have been very tnpovertshed, and did what
many inpoverished sons sf'Irish gentry would have done in those days -
namely joined the Brittsl Army ln India. Charles lrlordaunt FitzGerald,
our ancestor, dld exactly that, and was - as we have seen - a MaJor ln
the Bengal Staff Corps nt Calcutta when he met his untimely death from
cholera at the age of only forty. Three of hls brothers, and his son,
also Charies l'lordaunt, followed thls exar"nple, and several of thern met
violent and unpleasant deaths, Ieaving no near relatives that I know of.

However, the FitzGerald family was prolific, and they abound in lreland
at- the present day, including a recent, and famous Prime Minister,
Gaireth Fi tzGeral d.

It would be reasonable to assume that you are rel atprr ln some way or
another to most of thm, but it is now impossible to say how, oi to
which. However, one dal uhen you are older, you may care to maks a sort
of p!lgr_image to Timogue church, in lreland, {here marly generatlons of
the family are buried, and presumably have tombstones there.

I hope you wiil enjoy reading this little bit of personal history one
day, and - who knows - it may insplre ln you an interest ln history
which I am sure you urill flnd very rewarding.

lli th lots of 'love,

from
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The monkey i n  the  coat-of-arms has a legendary h i s to ry .  The son of the
elevnth Ear l  of K i l da re ,  Gerald (Oge), was attacked fey h i s  enemies at
h i s  home, Morett Cast le i n  Queen's County i n  1601. He was murdered - as
were so many other FitzGeralds i n  the course of history, and the cas t l e
was burned down. His baby son i s  said to  have been asleep i n  one of the
towers of  the c a s t l e ,  and was rescued by the f am i l y ' s  pet monkey who
car r ied  him away to  sa fe ty ,  thus once again preserving the  Fi tzGerald
l i n e  for the fu tu re  - and for you! Whether t rue or n o t ,  i t  i s  a n ice
s tory ,  and i t  i s  natura l  t h a t  the  fami ly  adopted the monkey as the
pr inc ipa l  feature of  t h e i r  coat-of-arms.

Gradually, as the  generations went by, the FrtzGeraids l o s t  t h e i r  power,
t h e i r  lands and t h e i r  fnfitience. They also muTttptted g rea t l y  and bred
many younger sons who wM have been very trnpovedshed, and d i d  what
many impoverished sons uf ' I r i s h  gentry would have done i n  those days -
namely joined the British Army i n  Ind ia .  Charles Wordaunt Fi tzGerald,
our ancestor, d i d  exact ly  t h a t ,  and was - as we have seen - a Major i n
the  Bengal Staf f  Corps at Calcut ta when he met h i s  unt imely death from
cholera at  the age of  only  fo r ty .  Three of  h i s  brothers ,  and h i s  son,
also Charles Mordaunt, fol lowed t h i s  example, and several of them met
v io len t  and unpleasant deaths, leaving no near r e l a t i v e s  t ha t  I know o f .

However, the F i tzGerald fami ly  was p r o l i f i c ,  and they abound i n  I re land
at the  present day, inc lud ing  a recent ,  and famous Prime M in i s te r ,
Gaireth Fi tzGerald.

I t  would be reasonable to assume tha t  you are related i n  some way or
another to  most of t-hem, but  i t  i s  now impossible to say how, or t o
which. However, one day when you are o lde r ,  you may care t o  make a sort
of pi lgrimage to  Timogue church, i n  I re land ,  where many generations of
the fami ly  are bur ied,  and presumably have tombstones there .

I hope you w i l l  enjoy reading t h i s  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  personal h is tory  one
day, and - who knows - i t  may i n s p i r e  i n  you an in te res t  i n  h is to ry
which I am sure you w i l l  f i n d  very rewarding.

With l o t s  of l ove ,

from



SIIOLIDS fanily descent fron C'erald, 8th Earl of Kildare, r^{rose five sons and their
nephew, 'Silken Thunas', 10th Earl of Kildare, were all executed ac Tyburn in
February 1536.
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of Kildare, and fattpr of five sons executed at Tyburn
it" lOttt Eirl, was Great x 12 Grandfather of Kenneth

C,era,ld FitzGerald
t"h:rcE-recl at Moret by

SIMONDS family descent from Gerald, 8th Earl of Kildare, whose five sons and their
nephew, 'Silken Thomas' ,  10th Earl of Kildare, were a l l  executed at  Tyburn in
February 1536.

of Kild e-= ( 1 )  Alison d .  of Lord Portlester
z -*’**** ( 2 )  Elizabeth d .  of Oliver St.Johm
= Elizabeth d .  of Janes. Oliver, Richard,

Marquis of Dorset John & Walter ,  who, with their
nephew, 'Silken Thomas' , 10th
Earl of Kildare,  were executed a t

= Isabel Brown Tyburn in February 1536 .

= Margaret Bowen

Gerald FitzGerald. 8th Earl
d .  1513

Gerald, 9th Earl

Gerald, 11th Earl
d .  1585

Gerald FitzGerald
Murdered at Moret by
The O'More 1601

Gerald

High Sheriff of
Queen's County 1637

= Ann O' Dempsey

= Sibella Piggott

= Elizabeth Piggott

Thomas

Alexander
1666-1712

Dudley = Ann Delaney

Alexander
d .  1797

= Sarah Ridgeway

Martin
1768-1829

(buried in Bath Abbey)

= Barbara Loftie

William
1798-1844

(Major, Bengal
Engineers )

= Sarah Fulcher

J
Charles Mordaunt

1827-1867
(Major,  Bengal Staff

Corps )

= Mary Swayne
• 17-7-1850

Amy, b .  1857
d .1935

= 1877 John Sheriff Hill

Any, b .  1883 - 1909 Frederick Adolphus SIMONDS

Louis
Duncan
Kenneth SIMONDS

Gerald FitzGerald, 8th Earl of Kildare, and father of five sons executed at Tyburn
in 1538, with their nephew, the 10th Ear l ,  was Great x 12 Grandfather of Kenneth
FitzGerald SIMONDS


