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find upon a second reading that it did not arise at all. I need 

hardly say how valuable it ~as to me to be able to discuss ith 

him the roblems that confronted me in my work for Cartmell. 

That was 'JlO ... k indeed. For the first tirne ince I left Oxford I 

was at full stretch. I think that no one, who has not ex erienced 

it, can know the frustration of unused ability however mode t. 

ow my hour-s were full and my ambition reawakened. .vith Cartmell 

I sa '1, a never before, the law at its highest. I v7ent with him 

to consultations with leaders such as Sir Robert Finlay and 

Danckwerts and Upjohn. (By those last two names a parenthesi~ i 

suggested: I have said that there is no order in these reflec­

tions.) Danckwerts and Upjobn were perhaps the two most learned 

counsel of their day. Both of them enjoyed eno~mous ractices: 

neither of them became a judge. No other reason could be ug-

gested than 

at least an 

an overbearing manner 
1, 

uncontro~able tem er. 

and in the case of Danckwerts 

Yet both ~ere of a generous 

nature and they vould have rejoiced, the one of them in a son 

who is Lord Ju tice Danckwe ts, the other in a son of even 

higher disti ction ~ho has just become a Lord of _peal in 

o~dinary. Danckwerts 1 appearance did not favour him: he had a 

porcine face and an enormous stomach. Appropriately he is said 

to have to d a pupil - aymond Asquith, I think - that when he 

had a set of papers to look at he should ~tudy the land all 

1~ound and about it, "like a bear', he said, ngathering grease 

for the intern. 

I ent too on ra~e occasions to the House of Lords and the 

Jud i cial Committee of the Privy Council. Few ~e~haps be ides 

myself can remember the time when the Committee sat on either 

side of an oblong table with an empty seat at t e end which was 

theoretically reserved for the novereign, not, as now, at a 

horseshoe table. Dimly I recollect the squat figure of Lord 

Halsbury and Lord ~acnaghten ever silent and Lord Davey. 

I as busy enough but ~ork to me per onally came very 

lo ly. y fee books for those years showed nothing that Mould 

encourage my banke • I mu t tell the tale of my first brief. 
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I appeared for one of the parties upon an o iginating ummon . 

for the construction of a ~ill. I orked- bor I orked- u on 

th t case and ren tbe time came I oured out u on the learned 

judge - N~ · Justice S infen ady - all the f uits of my 1 bour. 

t last, hen I had s oken far too long, I a un i e enough to 

say: ui do~'t kno; whether I make myself clear to your Lord bip~1 

1Ye , ~ur . Simonds", he re lied, "and if you ill it down, I 

will tell you "hY you are wrong." Colla se of ll!' • imond , ho 

began to doubt vhether the Bar a the ea eer for him. 

Tho e ere the days hen e had a o-called tied sy tern 

~ the Chancery Div1 ion. To ·each court a n~~ber of silks 

attached themselves and did not go to other courts in the 

Division 1ithout a special fee. They could, of course, go to 

cou ts outside the Divis ion ithout such a fee. It as a sy tern 

that bad its dvantages, but the ere to my mind f r out~e·ghed 

by its disadvantages, a ticula ly that the lay client was 

lim~ted in his choice of leading counsel, that, 1f there was a 

very long case in hicb he vas not enga~ed, a articular counsel 

might find himself for days or vveeks unera loyed on the rank, 

but above all that a strong c)unsel might acquire undue dominanc 

in the cou t of a veak judge. In those early day • a cons 1cuous 

e a1n le of th1 as the court of ·r . Justice erewich where 

P 0. Lawrence a ea ed to hold The judge as by this 

time a ve y old judge and his ecord of judgments reversed by 

the Cou t of ppe 1 't a fo midable. a ocry hal tory ent 

the round that one day a visitor to his house found a family 

of children and grandc ildren rejoicing and, asking the eason 

1hy, as told: 

the Cou t of 

'Janl fo tea today: Daddy has been affirn1ed by 

.. al." The system still prevailed -vvhen I took 

silk in 1924 but to n1y relief was shortly thereafter abandoned. 

I ave been busy for several pages iith th la and its 

pu lieus. It is time to return to my home life. It wa not 

very adventurous. In 1910 I came near to adventure. In that 

yea I had arranged to go vith nhilip Kerr to Canada and the 

United states m the C'urmnett vacation. The ocky £Iountains we e 
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our fi:t1 St objective but we had many plans. Our tickets v1ere 

taken and arrangements made when I was suddenly smitten with 

acute appendicitis a week before we were due to sail. An 

emergency operation was performed by Sir watson Che~~e and all . 

was eventually well. But in those days the removal of an appen-

dix vvas l"~egarded as quite a serious business and there was an 

end of my A~er ican expedition. More successful was a trip to -
Rome which I took by myself, being later joined by my elde~ 

brothe~ who was on his way home from the Sudan. I was still 

unde~ the spell of the classics, but the Rome that I lmew, 

unlike Athens , \Vas overlaid v;ith the monuments of later civili-
• 

sations. Those too I could enjoy but how weary was my brothe~ 

of the galleries and churches that I took him to see. Once only 

was he roused to any enthusiasm and that was when he found in the 

A.lban l1ills a place v11here he thought he could contl"'ive a mangi­

ficent rise of pheasants. Years later I ~an into a couple who 

had been in the same hotel with us ~ld said how well they re-

· rnen1bered tl1e brothers, one boPed \Vi th a ver:y big B and tl1e other 

cultured with .a ve~y big C. , Yesl I was a. tireson1e prig and my 

b~othe~ was ve~y patient with me. 

I found other fJJiends in Rorne . To!'ben de Bille, son of the 

Danish Minister in London, and his sister were theFe. I had met 

him shortly before at Iviontacute Houge, the home of my f:riend 

Ed1:vard Phelips, and -vve . strtl.ck up a fi-iendship which lasted until 

his death in a motor accident during the wa~. He was ~apidly 

going blind and I used to read to him of an evening ir.1. Lo":1dv."• 

!t eh .~.1ced "t, ~ I ~as ir1ing at the Legation (it was not yet an 

l~ml.Jassy) in "Pont Street on the day that. the first v1ar was de-

clared and , conve11sation turning to battles of long ago , it 

appeared tl1at an American friend vtho was my fellow g;uest had 

fought at Gettysbug in 1863 and the Minister himself i the 

Danish-Prussian war a year or two later. This reminds me of a 

dinne~ with an old cousin who had been in the Indian Civil 

Service . There was an old friend there who s~~~d that he used 

to smoke a hookeh a good deal but had lately given it up. 
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sked vhen he nad given ~t up he aid th~t he thought it must 

h '" e been a out 1848. ~1y me1no ~ie surely take me back to the 

Victori n Agel In the meantilne ll.fe at udley ;rood roceeded 

placidly. I ient there rno~t '/ee _ends and vacation~. Vfy i('lter 

mar~ ied my old friend John Hare and they vent to live in the 

Leigh oods near Br stol. y elder brother also mar ied lady, 
7t..c.~ 

still ha ily surviving, who becrume ve y dear to Uc-t all"/ to'ok 
/\ 

a house at ~okinghatn. The old great-rmcle died in his 87th year 

the last of his gene ation. There were the usual artie , dancoo, 

tennis tou naments and shootin • There were invasions, ~, ~~ 

by &~erican relations• Th3 general 

icture i of a ha y family life as a baccground to the strug_le 

in ~hich · I as all the time engaged in London to make a success-

ful career. 

The year 1912 saw a great change ih my life. In rarch of 

that year I married 1ny v1ife rj ary );ello:r to horn I had become 

enga0 ed in 1911. Last year ve celebrated our golden edding. 

ihat she has be.en to me in times of joy and gor ow I viill not 

commit to paper, though it is unlikely that anyone will read 

~hat I rite. e ere married at t. viargaret 's .lestminc:!te-. 

Three of her bridesmaids and he maid of honour and one of he 

pa es vere present at our golden wedd g celeb ation. The other 

of her pages, my siste 's son, as killed as a rear-gunner in a 

bomber in the early days of the war. For our honeymoon we went 

to Portof:tno. Too soon that ended. vi e 'Yleturned to London a11d 

took u our abode ~n 41St. Geo~ge's ~ oad, Pimlico. Our means 

were all, for I as still getting little wor of my o~n at 

the Bar. Yet had no hesitation in taking a house, which now, 

I su pose, houses several tenants, andwe had three servant 

soon!' itb the artaival of JJ infant, to be J.ncreased to fouM"• 

I must recall my ste s to say something of an activity that 

I had forgotten. I have told hor I became sec etary of tne 

t.:anr1ing vlub at :1\.IorU.. vl.L8.t.J. I wer1t aown I was still politi-

cally-m nded and took so1ne part in canvao.1·· ,. g and spe !~1.ng for 

!r A tbur Jeffreys t ne candidate for OM 1 J. .. cnt in the 1905 
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election. ·e ~ot in by a much reduced majority. It is inter­

esting to reflect on t e main issues of that election- Home R~ 

for Ireland, Ghinese abour on the Rand and Tariff Reforn1. How 

dead they all a e nowl I do not su_pose that the most ardent 

supporter of Home ule would seek to enforce the rule of 

outhern Ireland upon Ulste :Chinese Labour on the Rand was end 

as meant to be a temporary m astre, .... J-
J L: i· gave the Liberal 

arty an opportunity, of hich they took full advantage, to 

attack wha't they called slave1--y. I was, I <1aresay 1 .. nnocent, 

but I v1as sur ri.8 J.! "";h t a pa ty hich so loudly asserted not 

only its mtellectual but a so its mo al superiority over its 

opponents should descend to such fl gitious lies as aistinguished 

tlis pa "G or ·its earn aign. Tt1e tnird great issue - tt'ree 'l1rade 

ver us Ta iff R rorm - no longer a battlegrouna. It is 

rightly recognised by all reasonable men tnat op ortunism and 

ex ediency must determine "hether a tariff hould be 1m osed. -
~he~e is no Absolute for ~h~ch men may die. 

gain in 1911 I or!ed for .r.(afterwards Mr. Justice) 

Clavell Salter, K.u. - ho succeeded Mr. Jeffreys as candidate. 

e had a remarkable gift ro~ sim le exoosition t r~.s~ic 

audiences and I hope I learne~ omething from him. But he as 

Tithout bur .. o~ " nd as kn.ovm at the Bar a the dry-salter. He 

too got in. Ana that as the end of my political activitie 

for 30 years. Hovr I resumed them is another sto y which I shall 

erhaps narrate. 

The period from ~arch 1912 when I married to August 1914 

was one of mingled ha piness, anxiety and sorro1 • Our elde t-

born son died vithin a year of hi birth: my wife 1as gravely 

ill. ork: at the Bar as still disa ___ pointingly slo land it was 

only the geJ. erosity · of her parents and mine -v1hich enabled us to 

live 1n reasonable comfort and at lea t not to deny ourselves 

hatever luxuries el health denanded. By this time her father 

had become County Cou.t Judge in 1anchester and had acquired a 

pleasant house at utsford where we s ent some of our holiday • 

But, if success at the Bar as slo1 in coming, yet I would 

not have exchanged ~t for any other. It had the u reme 
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advantage that any for1n of advertising or touting ~as taboo. 

That suited me very well, for I have ever had the utmogt d1ffi­

dence and di taste for as4ing for anything fo~ my elf: sales-

manshi of any kind tas left out of my co1n osi tion. Then too 

it a a 1 ned rofession and I could not but feel that the 

yea s I had spent at inchester and Oxfo d, if they could not be 

rega ded as strictly vocational for the Bar, yet rovided the 

mo~t useful bac ~ground for that profession - (I seem to ecal 

thatc·cero said something of the kind.) But a ove all it was, 

and, I hope, still is, a rofession in which kindness and good 

fellowship reva1l. Here a~e small closely-knit bodies of men, 

all cam eting for a limited amount of ~ork, knowing that ~hat 

. 
on man gets he g ts at the ex ense of another. Yet I never 

heard one ··rord of je lous cornment about one man by another nor 

ever lme 'I of any failure to give hel by word or deed ; hen it 

vYas wa:nted. I doubt ~~hether any other profession, civil or . 

military, can say the same. I remember countless acts of kind­

ness to myself and s . lute my benefactors. 

It 1 tern ting to tl'y to ecall some of the incidents and 

eri""onalities ·or that time. But I should only be re eating 

hat has already been said in many memoirs by the chief actor • 

I was but an onlooke~ in the w1ngs. I am, however, left with 
. 

the in1p~ess ion that there vvere giants in those days and th t 

today there are no longeF na~es known to the nublic as were 

Carson and Isaacs and Finlay and others. Already too there were 

F. • Smith and Simon well above the horizon. I 11emember being 

in court -vvhen they t1;vo with a thi d, E. G. ermnerde, fie e called 

Nithin the Bar. One incident 1n my own life I mu9t refe~ to. 

I had chosen to go to the Chance~y Ba~ - or pe~ha s it had been 

chosen for 1ne. But before coramitt ng myself i revocably I 

t ought th t I "'vvould see vhat circuit li e vvas like ·· Acco_din y 

I joined the Oxfo_d Circuit and went one morning to Reading, 

t l1e fir t to m at hich an Assize was held. But no ooner \Vas 

I there than I l as assailed by the thought th t I, ~ho knew 

absolutely nothing of criminal la~ and ~actice except so much 
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as had enabled me to scrape through m: Bar exam, might be iven 

a brief by some solicitor to 1ho1n t he name of imond was well 

kno • I therefor~ h~d - I ill not say Mhere - until the 

danger 1J as p st. The·1 I ent into court to ob erve, which was 

all that I meant to do. I went too to \ tafford where no d 

threatened me. The good fellowshi of a cir cuit mess attracted 

me, but I decided in f cvou_ of a London life and .the Chancery 

Bar. That vas t~e end of my · co~~ection Mith the Oxford Circuit 

exce t that many years late they e e good enou h to give a 

dinner to me and t- o other members of the Circuit, Fred r ttets­

ly and Shake3 1·orrison, to Fred and me upon our a "" pointment to 
-

'o3oips and to Sharres u~on some m·ni~terial ap ointment. 

:fo in the urmner of 1914 came ·the Great v· ar which wa 

destined to affect our lives so deeply. I was then nearing 33 

years· of age and at first it seemed unlikely th t married men of 
. 

that age would be re~uired for foreign service and for the · time 

being I vas content to serve as a special constaole - coing my 

v1ea1~y rotmd in the purlieus of ~ esttninste • But s on it became 

appa~ent that I and othe~s in like case would be wanted, and so 

in the late autumn of 1914 - reluctantly, for I hated to leave 

my wife and an~ ay as not of a martial disposition - I joined 

the ... eserve Territorial Battalion of the . .. oyal Berkshire Regi-

n1ent, which wa then stationed at ~aidenhead. I was gazetted 

second lieutenant ~ith a minimum of military kno ledge and train 

ing. It ·as a strange life ~hich I endured rather than enjoyed. 

e had very l1ttle e quipment - in everything, it will be remem­

bered, the territo ial battalions were postponed to the so-calle , 

i:i tchene!1 A.rn1y. .oreover the , ar Office ap. eared to be unable 

to decide whether we should be an inde endent c·dre and even-

tually t ke our place in the line or should be strictly a 

reserve battallon to feed the first battalion as re~ired. At 
~ 

last the first cnoice was made but it was not my f te. to go 

abroad ith my battalion. Fro1n l_aidenhead we -vvent to lfortham ton 

and frotn r~ortham ton to Chelmsford and from Chelmsford to 0 alis-

bury Plain. This was our last training g ound and we were now 
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brigaded ?ith two battalions of the 07ford and Bucks Light 

Infantry and a battalion of the Glouce ter egiment. I had in 

the meantime become a machine gunner and was a pointed Brigade 

rv.rachine Gun Of fie er. This \JVas before the [a chine Gun Corps was 

formed and the rigade achine Gun Officer was rather a swell, 

fo~ the importance of machine gun fire was recognised. At 

Chelmsford I had lived at Brigade Headquarters which e tablished 

it elf in a eh ming house at G eat Baddow. Our occu ation of 

it did not do it any good. fe were not fortunate in our 

Br gadie., a Birmingham auctioneer, ho as . u e~seded when we 

ent to Salisbury Plain. But on the whole I have happy recol­

lections of those days. In August 1915 twin son were born to 

us at Knutsford vhere my fife was staying with her parent·s • 

hen she was well enough to travel I took a house at Great 

Baddow for her. They e~e precious hours for in the background 

of our thoug11ts as the kno-r«ledge of our impending depal"ture 

overseas. 

Now e ere on the Plain. Je had let our house in London 

and my wife and child~en we~e living either with he parent in 

utsford or mine at Audleys ood. There was still a eriod of 

training but at long last in the spring of 1916 all was et for 

our depa~ture for F~ance. At that ve~y moment I wa laid low 

with a severe attacr of diphthe ia. There had been several 

cases of measles a~.nong the troo . s and resUt'llably fol'~ that 

reason my illness was diagnosed as measles. The consequence 

was that I was not given the unual anti-toxin for . ome days and 

was the mo_ e seriously 111. The brigade went to France ~vithout 

me and all too soon as thrown into a so-called holding attack 

on the Aubers Ridge and suffered heavy ea ualties. I spent 

many weeks in the elation ho ital at Tidworth and after 

several medical examinations vvas inv·alided out of the ramy • 

.. r;.y heart a said to be gravely affected - a not nncormnon after 

effect of diphthe~ia. I can only su ose that too pes imistic 

a v .. ew was take11 of rny condition for, though, when I tried to 

get back into the Army after tl1e disa ter in the s ring of 
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1918, . !Vas again e.jected, I have not in all the suboe auent 

yeas suffered any inconvenience nor have I s.a ed myself in 

There I as then in the sum~e of 1916 cast adrift ft r 

nearly t-vvo year training - ce ... tainly a bad bargaJ.n for the ar 

Office. I will say nothing of my o,vn mixed feelings, relief 

that I could live out my life with my wife and family and di -

appointment, lhich has ever since been. with me, that I could not 

be ith my fellows the trial of war. I spent so1ne months 

e~ther at udleys ood o~ Knutsford and then returned to London 

where I hoped to get some civilian ar wo k, for I was reluctant 

to retu~ to the Bar ~vhile my contem oraries were el ewbere 

engaged. For some time I iOrked in the Treasu~y Solicitor's 

office sharing a room with A. T. Car.ter a well-known Oxford don 

and authority on constitutional law. Professor Pe rce Higgins 

a also working there. He was an ex ert on international law, 

a subject derided by Carter. One day after some flagrant b-each 

by the Ge~mans of that law Pearce Higgins entering ou~ room was 

greeted by Carter: 'There is no such thing as inte national law 

and Piggins is its rophet." That seemed to su.£'11 up the situatio 

It must have been some ttme in 1917 that I returned to my 

chambers in Lincoln's Inn. Austen Ca~tmell for whom I had 

devilled before the war was over helmed with ork. As Crovm 

counsel he as concerned with all the consequences of the Tradin 

~vith the Enemy legislation. He had also suffered a grievous 
' 

rivate calamity, both his sons having been killed at the front. 

He rote asking me to go bac¥ and hel him and I did so. 
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