
G. S. (D} • 

steps have been taken to register the name of the 

lo.te 7J?:t'tw /ai ;t.'~, ~/ ~ for the awarc. of t h , 

British War and Victory Medals, and the issue will be made tc) you 

in due course. No further c~mmunication on thie subject is 

necessary unless yeur address is changed. 

The rank he ld by an i ndi vi dual and the uni t to -.fhi ch he 

belonged on the date of his entry into a theatre of War is stamped 

t-he star, 1'\,8 that is the date on \7hich he oecaJ!le eligible for its 

avard. 

Instr"J.ct ions for V'T.earing Oak-leaf Errlblems. 

./../ 

.tirsMajesty's ServiQe\ :\ -=: " .. 



Any ftlrt her communicatIOn should 
be ",Idl'osscd to-

'rbe Secretary. 
War Office, 

27, Pilgrim Street. 
Ludgate Rill , 

London, E.C.4, 
!lnd the following number quoted . 

'f tt!/ ij~ f fOt,"I402;~OO'l Bm"o., A. G. 10.) 

Thc..~~( 

WAR OFFICE, 

27, PILGRIM STREET, 

LUDGA'l'E HILL, 

LONDON, RCA. 

',i'i tl'. r€fCreLCe to your letter ('7: 

I am cirpctec~. to infor:.1 ycu t:lc,-t accor(:in\. b.l the parliou12.n:; 

supplip.o b y you , of the late Chl'l~ I ol e_I.- d~~/). so. 

if .. /I <LL :y a -1--7-< '" '--~ '--7 
hi s service wou16 d.:ppe<.<..r to ':.~'.ve enti t18C:. hil~' t c the 

/3 ~< {<...J. MeL-/- "'y V(.';;-<>-+;I 

I c?L to st'·.te "tht'."t tr.:.e ~~ro6uGtion and issue of the'3~ 

thi s ~epart~e~t to "t~e pprson leg~lly enti"tlA( to rece i ve 

to notify ch~n~e of aC~ress . 

~i rector cf Persona l Services . 





THE STATUTES 

OF THE 

DISTINGUISHED SER VICE ORDER. 



THE STATUTES 

OJ!' I'BE 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER. 

instituted 6th September , 18 86. 



ifrictnri H ~. & ~. 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, Empress of India, 
to all to whom these presents shaH come, greeting; 

Whereas we have taken into Our Royal consideration that the means 
of adequately rev-varding the distinguished services of Officers in Our Naval 
and nlilitary Services who have been honourably mentioned in despatches 
are limited; now for the purpose of attaining an end so desirable as that of 
rewarding individual instances of meritorious or distinguished service in war, 
We have instituted and created and by these presents, fol' Us, Our Heirs and 
Successors, uo institute alld create a, new Naval and Military Order of 
Distinction-to be designated as hereinafter described-which We are 
desirous Rhould be highly prized by the Officers of Our Naval and Military 
Services, and we are graciously pleased to make, ordain, and establish the 
following rules and ordinances for the government of the same, which shall 
henceforth be inviolably observed and kept; 

Firstly: It is ordained that this Order shall henceforth be styled and 
designated the" Distinguished Service Order." 

Secondly: It is ordained ~hat the Order shall consist of the Sovereign, 
and of such Members or Companions as We, Our Heirs or Successors, shall 

appoint. 

Thirdly: It is ordained that We, Our Heirs and Successors, Kings and 
Queens, Regnant of the United Killgdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Emperors and Empresses of India, are and for ever shall be Sovereigns of this 

Order. 
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Fourthly: It is ordained that no person shdl be eligible for this 
di tinction who doth not actually hold, at the time of his nomination, a 
Commission in Our N a yy, in 0 II r Land Forces, or Marines, or in Our Indian 
or Colonial ' N ami or JIilitary Forces, or a Commission in one of the 
Departments of Our Navy or Army, the holder of which is entitled to 
Honorar.} or relative Navy or Army ru,uk, nor shall any person be nominated 
unless his services shall have been marked by the especial mention of his 
name, by the Admiral or Senior Naval Officer Commanding a Squadron or 
detached Naval Force, or by the Commander-in-Chief of the Forces in the 
Field, in despatches for meritorious or distinguished service in the Field, or 
before the enemy. 

Fifthly: It is ordained that Foreign Officers who have been associated 
in ~ Taval and ~1ilitary opel ations with our Forces shall be eligible to be 
Honorary 11embers of this Order. 

Sixthly: It is ordained that when "Ve, Our Heirs and Successors, 
shaH be pleased to appoint any person to be a Member of this Order, such 
appoilltment shall be made by Warrant under Our Sign Manual, and counter­
signed by one of Our Principal Secretaries of State. 

Seventhly: It is ordained that the decoration of the Order shall be 
and shall be worn as hereinafter set forth . 

Eighthly: It is ordained that an Officer shall be appointed to this 
Order, that is to say, a Secretary and Registrar. 

Ninthly: It is ordained that the Secretary and Registrar of this Order 
shall be appointed by Us, Our Heirs and Successors, and shall have the 
custody of the archives of the Order. He shall attend to the service of the 
Order and shall execute such directions as he may receive from Our Principal 
Secretary of State for \Var. 

Tenthly: It is ordained that this Order shall rank next to and 
mmediately after Our Order of the Indian Empire, and that the Companions 
thereof shall in all places and assemblies whatsoever have place and precedency 
next to and immediately after the Companions of Our said Order of the 
Indian Empire and shall rank among themselves according to the dates of 
their respective nominations. 
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Eleventhly: It i~ ordained that the Badge of the Order, which shall 
consist of a gold cross, enamelled white, edged gold, having on one side thereof 
in the centre, within a wreath of lamel enamelled green, the Imperial Crown 
in gold upon a red enamelled ground, and on the reverse, within a similar 
wreath and on a similar red ground, Our Imperial and Royal cypher YR.I., 
shall be suspended from the left breast by a red riband, edged blue, of one inch 
in width. 

Twelfthly: It is ordained that the names of those upon whom We may 
be pleased to confer the decoration shall be published in the London Gazette, 
and a registry thereof kept in the office of Our Secretary of State for War. 

Lastly: We reserve to Ourself, Ollr Heirs, and Successors, full power 
of annulling, altering, abrogating, augmenting, interpreting or dispensing with 
these Regnlation,.; or any part thereof by a notification under the Sign Manual 
of the Sovereign of the Order. 

Given at Our Court at Balmoral this sixth day of September, in 
the fiftieth year of Our Reign, and in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-six. 

By Her Majesty's Command, 
W. H. SMITH. 

EDWARD, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and of the British Dominions beyond tile Seas, King, 
Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India, Sovereign of the Distinguished 
Service Order, to all to whom these presents shall come, greeting; 

Whereas Her late Majesty, Our Beloved Mother, Queen Victoria, by 
a Warrant under Her Royal Sign Manual, countersigned by one of Her 
Principal Secretaries of State, and bearing date at Her Court at Balmoral the 
sixth day of September, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six, in the 
fiftieth year of her reign, did institute and create a new Naval and Military 
Order of Distinction, to be styled and designated the "Distinguished Service 
Order" ; 
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And whereas, by the said Royal \Varrant it was, among other things, 
ordained that the said Order should rank next to, and immediately after, Our 
Order of the Indian Empire, and that the Badge of the Order should have on 
the reyerse Her Jate Majesty's Imperial and Royal Cypher, "\ .R.I. ; 

And wbel'eas, 'Ve baye thought fit to signify Our Boyn] Will and 
Pleasure that the said Order shall rank next to, and immediately after, Our 
Hoyal Victorian Order, and that the Badge shall have on the reverse Our 

Royal Cypher, E.TI.. nI. * ; 
Now, therefore, We do by these presents for Us, Our Heirs and 

Successors, ordain and appoint: Firstly, that the Distinguished Service Order 
shall rank next to, and immediately after. Our Royal Victorian Order, and 
that the Companions thereof shall, in all places and assemblies whatsoever, 
have place and precedency next to, and immediately after, the Members of 
the Fourth Class of Our said Royal Victorian Order, and shall rank among 
themselves according to the dutes of their respective nominations. Secondly, 
that the Badge of the Order, which shall consist of a gold cross, enamelled 
white, edged gold, having on one side thereof in the centre, within a wreath 
of laurel, enamelled green, the Imperial Crown in gold, upon a r d enamelled 
ground, and 011 the reverse, within a similar wreath, and on a similar red 
ground, Our Royal Cypher, E.R. VII., shall be suspended from the left breast 
by a red riband, edged blue, of one inch in width. 

The Warrants given under Our Sign Manual on the 24th July, 1902, 
and 2nd July, 1903, are accordingly hereby cancelled. 

Given at Om Oourt of Saint James's, this fifteenth day of 
October, in the third year of Our Reign, and m the year of our 
Lord one thousalJd nine hundred and three. 

By His Majesty's Command, 

H. O. ARNOLD-FORSTER. 

• By command of llis Majesty King George V., dated 17th SelJtember, 1910, the 
l{oyal Cypber G.R. v. was substituted for the Royal Cypher E.R. VII. 

WHEREAS We n,re desirous of providing for the recognition of further 
diF;tinguished services in the case of Officers who have been awarded the 
"Distinguished Service Order." 

It is Our will and pleasure and We do hereby ordain that anyone who, 
after having performed services for which the Distinguished Service Order is 
awarded, subsequently performs an approved act of gallantry which, if he 
had not received the Order, would have entitled him to it, shall be awarded 
a Bar to be attached to the riband by which the Order is suspended, and for 
every additional such act an additional Bar may be added. 

Given at Our Oourt at St. James's tilis twenty-third day of 
August, 1916, in the seventh year of Our Reign. 

By His Majesty's Command, 

D. LLOYD GEORGE. 



All furt.ber communications on 
this subject sbould be addressed 
to-

The Secreta ry, 
War Office, 

Loudon, R.W. I, 
!lnd tbe following number quoted, 

C.2.(047) • 

Madam, 

WAR OFFIOE, 

LON DON, S.VV. 1. 

27th August 1917. 

In reply to your letter of the 23rd inst., I am directed 

to inform you that Capt.J.de S.Slmonds was award~d the 

Distinguished Service Order in recognition of bis gallantry and 

devotion to duty in the Fle1d,and not for anyone specific act. 

Mrs.L.de L.Simonds, 
Aud1eys Wood, 

Basingstoke. 

I am, 

Madam, 

Your obedient Servant, 

07"/'~ 

c2k ~ O//e9/h -/g/8 

1 .1'~~aL .tl&i't'l Corps 
Lapt..! de 1, \.~ t'mond~ :;( ::ft. 

JhLa'-d nz&n£Urnd~/ a !!iJ-PYUW-hfr£YrIV 

~mmn/,9!!r!!!J~ ~ §g:9d,Xttf6.y,:~l0..fl..!!!J ref 
r;7 ~ 

daoxI :l3 /~/1::;~/f -/~/6" 

for r~ 0Ynd" ~~.Med~r?-'1:CeJ .~rb~' ~~ 

~~~/a/7T~/nmbd&Jf7Li;/recmdJtj+~ 

~ ~ffe~:ur/;;ffV ~d&N/n/-tCe.J ~~/'ta?4<eat. 

yt:,~, f!J}ft:< , 
'Jf/kkrfdf../'If: ' 
/~~ .aJ/r,>h /.9/,9. 
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