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“Franconia Flashes”

H.M.T. “FRANCONIA.”

MONDAY, MAY 22, 1916.

NOTES ON THE VOYAGE.
BY THE EDITOR.

We congratulate ourselves on being ouce
again at sea, for although we rather fancy our-
selves for our late land work, there is no doubt
the R.N.D. is at its best on its own element.

Talking of water, we can record few more de-
lightful moments than when we had our first
glass of beer oniboarding the *‘ Franconia.”

We have noticed, with a certain amount of
wonderment, that the more a British officer is
suffering from the pangs of thirst, the more his
soul longs for beer—not whiskey and soda or
or even lemonade, but ““Beer.” . God Bless
*“Bags.?’

We congratulate the Captain and officers of
the*Franconia’ on the delightful yachting trip
they are giving us. It is a great thing to be
able togo to one’s cabin and sleep with a mind
free from worry as fo one’s fate during the
night.

Some officers who have spoken with us tell
us that the change. of life is nearly too great
for them. When we say change of life, we
mustiexplain that we mean the change between
the life on the island of Lemnos and the fierce
festivity of the ‘‘Franconia.”

We are fold a certain eminent surgeon on
boaxd has nofurther use for hisbank-note case.
We-are gorry to hear the grave news and inei-
dentally mention: that the ship’s barber sells. a
small treatise on Poker at the modest. price. of
one shilling; ;

There will be a physical drill class at 3-0 a.m.
(all officers attending with lifebelts) on the boat
deck for those officers who.find they are still
cramped with overwork at'the bridge table:

When we get to France we mean to make the
inhabitants think me and you have not been on
the Peningular for some months for nothing.

And what about England 2 We have been
there lately'and found it was most néecessary to
learn the prohibition hours before landing.
Waris war! ‘“Here’s luck™ !

General Trotman tells us that if the drum
and fife band of the Hawke battalion plays
“‘God suve the King” again he will have the
senior officers of the battalion put in irons.

‘We understand that Major Holmes, who has
lately returned from Salonika on an expedition
to secure greens for the R. N. Division will not
be engaged in this important work in France.

We take this opportunity of thanking our
contributors for their great work. At the saime
time we think it better to inform them that
the Editor’s sanctum no longer contains free
beer.

THINGS ' WE WANT
TO KNOW.

1.—Has is got an adjutant or not ?

2.—Where are the notices erected by the
R.N.D.E:, as we feel sure there must be
something on the ship that has been made
by the engineer ?

3.— The name of the subaltern who made the
General smile 2
»
4.—How many of the cyclist company can ride
bicycles and does the 0.C. know how to
mend a puncture ?

5.—Who nearly arranged that the D.H.Q.
should sail on the ¢‘Tonian’’ ?

6.—If the Hawke battalion band has always

practised ‘‘God save the King” in ragtime ?
e - NS )

7.—What is the record number of speeches
made by the second in command of the
Hawke battalion after dinner and why was
his seventh speech delivered in but one
sentence ?

8.—What was the speech about/?




‘“ FRANCONIA FLASHES.”

AGONY COLUMN.
¢

G.R.P.—Utterly cleaned out. Can you send
me along a pony ?—Brans.

Lonely Lieut.-Commander, (Bachelor) who
has seen some service, wishes to meet & lady
(ansophisticated if possible) on his return to
Toondon. Would be willing to sacrifice some-
thing in the great cause.

Lady i a hole.—Yes, we quite agree. Read-
ing is the best place for you. All will be well.

Maiden, pure and simple, is desirous ot mak-
ing the acquaintance of temporary gentlemen
returned from Gallipoli.—Address ¢.o. Winning
Post.

Young lady, of hard fuce and gentle breath-
ing is desirous to correspond with lonely sol-
dier. One who has been ‘‘through it” preferred.

A blonde, anxious to do her bit, will be glad
t0 hear from wounded officer. Empire Lounge,
Leicester Square, after 7-0 o’clock.

STOCK EXCHANGE
PRICES.

War Loan, 973—Market strong.
Bully Beef, 1044—Rising market.
Maconochie, 67—No demand.

1st Field Dressings, 45d.—Sluggish market on
their contents, not always being suitable
. to meet the case.

STUD NEWS.

HAWKE :
By IMBROS out of SIGHT.

BRADBURY :
By NOTE out of POCKET.

EMERSON:
BYE-ELECTION out of
JUICE. OF A LEMON.

WAR NEWS.

London.

4 degrees West of Verdun the British were
successtul in taking 25 miles of trench, Rest
of front ‘nothing doing.’

Ayiation.

Thirty-two enemy aeroplanes vigited the
South-east of England. 250 bombs were
dropped. Regret to state haystack totally
lost:

EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

On this, our first issue, we beg the indul-
gence of our clientele. We know we have
many shortcomings, but we hope we hayve been
happy enough to express the opiniong, in a
terse form, of the officers on board H.M.T.

“Franconia.’’

This is one shilling a copy, gentlemen, and
damned cheap at the price.

« GOD SAVE THE KING.”
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