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  1939-45 Star / 1940-43 Africa Star / 1944-45 France & Germany Star  

1938/45 Defence Medal / 1939-45 War Medal / Mai et Juin 1940 Dunkerque medal 

Capt. Raymond Harold Stevens R.A. 7/11/1917 – 24/9/1944 
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Father 
Capt. Arthur Harold Stevens R.A. 

MC 

Family album 

Fiancée 
Patsy Kneeshaw, 1944 

Sisters - Helen & Monica, [my mother] 
Mother - Clara, 1944 

In his beloved MG ’P’ 

Brother  
Capt. Edwin Mackenzie Stevens R.A. 

17/9/1919 – 5/9/1944 
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Wounded April 25th 1942 in Egypt 

Evacuated to Cairo then 
shipped on to Baragwaneth 

Hospital in South Africa 
 

For 9 months 

 

The changed man who 
came home from  

South Africa in 1943 
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On the death of his son Edwin, Raymond’s father Harold wrote a poignant 
letter to the War Office asking for a ‘safe occupation’ for his remaining son.  

 
It was received the same day that Raymond took off for Arnhem. 

 

Harold Stevens letter of 18th September 1944 
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Combined Obituary 
Raymond Stevens 

&  
Edwin Stevens 

 

Raymond’s Notice of death 

Obituary 
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1944 
Mrs Valkerburg 
Riek Valkenburg 
Mr Marius Berendsen 

 

Grave at 13 De La Rejweg 

Grave at Oosterbeek 
Plot 29.A.2 

Dated 4/10/45 
The burial mounds still clearly visible 

Photos taken by; 
Photo-Bienefeld, 

Neuss / RH 
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Stevens Family visit, 1946 

Harold & Clara Stevens 
place flowers on the grave 

of their son Raymond 

Rieke Valkenburg  
at the grave in Oosterbeek Cemetery 

Mrs Valkenburg 
 

Rieke Valkenburg 
 

Mr Willem Valkenburg  
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Ribbon 

Presented to family 

members attending the 

1st Para Memorial 

service, by the people 

of Oosterbeek 

 

Badge 

From the same event, 

which was also on a ribbon 
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SPEECH NOTES 

Good afternoon everybody and thank you Ian for a most informative tour, for 

making Captain Raymond Stevens the focus of your tour this year and for 

telling us some of his remarkable story, all put in context by adding his family 

background.  

We are here today to honour the 1,000’s of our young men & your Dutch 

families who lost their lives near here 78 years ago this week. Especially those 

of 151 & 156 Para who lost over 70% of those who landed on Ginkelse Heide. 

I am honoured to have the opportunity today to pay my respects to one of 

those - my uncle & namesake Captain Raymond Stevens RA. He died aged 

only 26 and just 19 days after his younger brother Edwin, who was killed near 

Rimini aged 25. My mother lost both her adored elder brothers and my 

grandfather lost his sons, playmates and heirs.  

Please can we also remember another uncle, killed one day later near the 

bridge in Arnhem, Major John Simonds aged 29. So my Great Uncle, Lord 

Gavin Simonds of Sparsholt, also lost his two sons John and Gavin to WW2. 

At this sad time, I would also like to remember another war veteran, our 

beloved Queen Elizabeth ll - who died just a week ago today. 

We are standing close to my uncle Raymond’s initial grave where he was 

buried by Willem Valkenburg, who returned secretly during ‘The Evacuation’. 

His family and especially his daughter Rieke had already risked their lives 

trying to comfort him in his last terrible hours. Two of Mr Valkenburg’s 

grandchildren, Marion & Trudi are here today and have made possible this 

pilgrimage by Raymond’s 2 nephews here today - me and my brother Colin. 

As I lay this wreath in his memory, please can we stand for a few moments in 

silent thought & prayer for our beloved Queen Elizabeth, for my uncle 

Raymond and for all his fallen family & comrades. 

 

Raymond Simonds, September 15th 2022 

13 De La Rejweg, Oosterbeek, Holland 


