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BY STEPHEN DEAL

WE DRINK more than 4billion of
them every year, producing thousands
of tons of recyclable waste.

But exactly 70 years ago, when
metal beer cans were first suggested to
a sceptical British public, no one
thought they would catch on.

London beer-maker Sanders Watney
wrote at the time: ‘I cannot conceive
the idea of a can ever replacing the
half-pint, pint or quart bottle.”

However, the tiny Felinfoel brewery
in Wales stole a march on its bigger
rival and decided to perfect the US-
designed method of keeping ale fresh.

After trials in the summer of 1935,
Felinfoel began selling canned beer on
March 19, 1936 — but the tins were
cone-shaped, needed a can-opener and

_did not prove popular. Production was
halted during World War II because tin
was needed for military hardware.

Sales took off when aluminium
replaced tin in the 1950s and soared
again with the arrival of flat-topped
cans and the ring pull in 1963. The
widget, which gives canned beer its
frothy head, was invented in 1990.

A spokesman for trade journal Off
Licence News said: “Felinfoel made a
big breakthough but, like everything

else. the Americans got there first.”

A beer can? It

Britain’s first beer
can, left, and,
below, a 1935
advertising photo
for Felinfoel
showing the
container with its
*| vital opener

! Pictures: Felinfoel Brewery
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