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MARKET PLACE NEWBURY BERKSHIRE

THE QUEENS HOTEL

TELEPHONE: NEWBURY 47

A KINDLY, family Hotel, unpretentious but full of good cheer, that is THE
QUEENS. It is a bourne to which the traveller frequently returns, and a
meeting place for farmers from all over this predominantly agricultural
district. Market day in busy Newbury shows THE QUEENS at its best.
Parts of this friendly hostelry are very old indeed—an inscribed stone in
the yard suggests that sections of the back of the building are 500 years old,
and even the front has stood for at least three centuries—but there is a
timelessness about it. Its atmosphere is of its day, of business men and
farmers meeting for discussion or relaxation, for a few drinks, or a satisfying
meal; of parents visiting their children at any of the noted schools in the
area; of the excitement of Newbury Races or the Meet of the Craven Hunt
outside the front door on Boxing Day . . . that is the tempo of the place;
always busy, always friendly, and frequently full up! You may take a drink
at THE QUEENS, you may lunch or dine there, but if you wish to stay in
its comfortable and homely atmosphere in which good food, good drink,
and luxurious beds maintain Simonds’ reputation for quality, you would do
well to book your room in advance. This is a genial House, too, in which to
stay for a holiday, for there is plenty to do in the district. Rambles on the
breezy Berkshire Downs, the Races, fishing on the Kennet, racing over the
sticks, golf, and a whole list of historic towns within a short bus journey
of the Hotel; all these, and more, THE QUEENS offers you.
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ACCOMMODATION: 12 bedrooms with running hot and cold water. Electric
fires in bedrooms free of charge. Dining Room to seat 24. Residents’ Lounge.
Saloon Bar. Lounge Bar. Car Park. Garage. Fully licensed.

LONDON 55 miles. Fast main line trains. Western Region station } mile.

(see illustrations on reverse)
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BRIDGE STREET NEWPORT MONMOUTH

THE QUEENS HOTEL

TELEPHONE: NEWPORT 2171

THE QUEENS HOTEL is less than three minutes’ walk from the station in the
centre of Newport. The hotel’s Victorian exterior, though mellow and
pleasant enough, gives little indication of the interior, one of the most
modern and luxurious in South Wales. Recently renovated and refitted
throughout in rich, warm comfort, the Simonds’ policy of providing the
maximum of service for the lowest possible tariff is here fully exemplified.

On the ground floor there are three principal Bars in the entrance to the
hotel proper—one mainly for men. To the restaurant there is a separate
entrance, for the convenience of diners who do not wish to pass through
the hotel, and here the foyer contains a modern Cocktail Bar where
anticipation of the forthcoming meal may be pleasantly prolonged. The
spacious Dining Room expresses the care and thought given to the cuisine
and the excellence of the cellar. A more cosmopolitan luncheon may be
ordered in the new Tyrolean Brasserie, a popular rendezvous for drinks
or food.

On the first floor there is that comparative rarity in modern hotels—a
quiet, thickly-carpeted writing room. The Lounge, also on the first floor,
offers quiet and comfort in reasonable seclusion, and for private parties
there is a separate dining room.

As a business centre for South Wales, or as a tourist headquarters for
exploring the Welsh Border country, the Southern Welsh hills and the
Gower coast, it would be hard to name a more convenient base than New-
port, itself a thriving seaport and centre of trade. The old town itself—the
Novus Burgus of Giraldus Cambrensis in 1187—is on the banks of the
River Usk. The ruins of Newport Castle stand on the river bank, and some
small traces of the wall which once surrounded the town remain. Within
a few miles by road are the centres of commerce and industry—Cardiff,
12 miles, Merthyr 28, Pontypool 9, Abergavenny 19, Barry 23, while even
Bristol 32 (by ferry), and Gloucester 44, may be reached comfortably
within an hour or so. For the tourist there are many places of beauty and
interest; Caerleon, Raglan Castle, Tintern Abbey and the valleys of Usk,
Monnow and Wye, all are within easy sight-seeing range of THE QUEENS
HOTEL.

(see illustrations on reverse)
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Main Restaurant, with doors to Foyer on left

ACCOMMODATION: 38 bedrooms all with hot and cold running water.
Electric fires in bedrooms free of charge. Central heating. Dining Room to seat
86. Banqueting Room. Brasserie, and private meeting room. Residents’ Lounge.
Writing Room. Cocktail Bar. Men’s Bar. Lounge Bar. Games Room. Car Park
adjoining. Fully licensed.

LONDON 133 miles. Frequent fast express trains (3 hours). Express Coaches—
Associated Motorways.




KINGSTON ROAD STAINES MIDDLESEX

THE RAILWAY HOTEL

TELEPHONE: STAINES 46

1ts many friends will hardly quarrel with the word ‘homely’ as a descrip-
tion of the exterior of THE RAILWAY HOTEL; but even as it stands today
—and Simonds intend, as soon as possible, to build a new hotel on this
extremely valuable site—its appearance is deceptive. Inside, the whole
rambling Inn has been made cosy, comfortable and intimately friendly.

The Hotel is ‘two-faced’ in the best sense. The main entrance is on the
Kingston Road, and this serves the Hotel, the Public Bar and Games
Room, the Saloon Bar and the Restaurant. At the south end of the
premises two more Bars cater for the Station trade and the local bus
services which use the Station yard as a terminus.

The Hotel is becoming increasingly popular for many reasons. Business
men drive into the Station yard from anywhere within a twenty-mile
radius, leave their cars there and complete their journey to London by
train. For these ‘daily breaders’ a ‘refresher’ on the homeward way is
followed, possibly, by a satisfying meal, and the evening begins well.
Clubs, and other organizations, find the Ballroom a boon—it is used five
or six evenings a week—and parents visiting their children at nearby
schools—such as the Welsh School for Girls—are glad of so comfortable
a base as THE RAILWAY HOTEL. Finally, as a centre for Hurst Park, San-
down, Kempton Park, Windsor and Ascot Race meetings, for Regattas,
and for its proximity to Heath Row Airport, its importance is only
restricted by its present limited accommodation.
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ACCOMMODATION: 9 bedrooms with hotand cold running water. Electric fires
free of charge. Dining Room to seat 30. Residents’ Lounge. Writing Room.
Ballroom for 150 dancers (convertibleinto Banqueting Hall for 70). Dispense. Public
Bar and Games Room. Saloon Bar. Buffet Bars. Car Park. Petrol obtainable.
Fully licensed.

LONDON (Waterloo) 17 miles. Frequent fast electric trains (25 minutes).
Southern Section. Western Section station (to Paddington) 4 mile distant.

(see illustrations on reverse)




Saloon Bar entered from Kingston Road




LONDON STREET BASINGSTOKE HAMPSHIRE

THE RED LION HOTEL

TELEPHONE: BASINGSTOKE 535

HERE is a fine, roomy old House—nearly 400 years old—as comfortable
and welcoming as any traveller on the London-Southampton-Salisbury
road could wish to enter. Some of the half-timbered bedrooms and
panelled public rooms are good examples of that almost accidental beauty
which early builders managed to give to their work. The place has an atmo-
sphere, but in modern times the traveller will have to go out of his way to
find it, for the by-pass on the Southampton road evades Basingstoke
altogether. He will be well advised to do so, for there is, on entering the
Hotel, an immediate impression of having reached journey’s end. One has
come home.

All the rooms are pleasant—the Lounge Bar, deeply carpeted, has no
rival in the area unless it is the Sherry Bar along the corridor—and the
service matches the decoration and equipment, excellent food, fully
stocked Bars, and wonderful beds.

ACCOMMODATION: 16 bedrooms with running hot and cold water. Electric
fires in bedrooms free of charge. Central heating. Dining Room to seat 40.
Private Dining Room to seat 36. Lounge-Hall. Residents’ Lounge. Saloon Bar.
Public Bar. Parking Space. Hotel Garage. Fully licensed.

LONDON 46 miles. Frequent fast trains. Station § mile. Express Coaches: All
the year—Royal Blue Express. Seasonal—Orange Luxury Coaches.

(see illustrations on reverse)




Restaurant

Main Entrance with Car Park
and Garages on right

Saloon Bar and original brick-
)I'()I'/\' in centre




THE QUAY DARTMOUTH DEVON

THE ROYAL CASTLE HOTEL

TELEPHONE: DARTMOUTH 25

HERE is an Inn, comfortable Hotel and focal point of beauty and history
that can have few rivals in Britain. Situated on the quayside of the River
Dart—cradle of English seamanship—with attractive river scenery spread
for many miles before its windows, this ancient house has been brought up
to standards of modern comfort with dignity and taste. The graceful cen-
tral stairway and galleried landings—once the open yard of the former
coaching Inn, now roofed over—the ancient beams and panelled walls,
the mellow comfort of it all, these things are delightful. The fact that it
has a genial ghost—an infrequent but unmistakable clatter of horses’
hooves right through the middle of the house—has been attested by many
an interested guest, but a ghost seems to fit in naturally with the ‘sealed’
room, King Charles’ four-poster bed, and a hoard of ancient swords
discovered when a wall was taken down during recent improvements.

The New Quay, on which the Hotel stands, was built in 1584, and the
Register of Leases indicates that the building itself dates from 1639. Not
a quarter of a mile along this same shore is Bayard’s Cove where ‘The
Mayflower’ put into Dartmouth Creek in 1620. A little further on is
Dartmouth Castle, guarding the ocean approaches, with its Round Tower
dating from the time of that maritime monarch, Henry VIII, and the
little church of St. Petrox immediately behind.

THE ROYAL CASTLE offers every amenity for the guest or for the casual
visitor, and an atmosphere of comfort and service pervades the Hotel.
It stands not far from the Royal Naval College—both parents and
cadets fully appreciate the proximity—amid some of the finest scenery in
Devon. Bathing at Castle and Compass Coves; angling; sea-trips; touring
by car or coach; wandering the narrow streets with their gabled houses;
and watching the activity of the shipping in the port—interspersed
with special occasions such as the August Regatta, the Horticultural
Show in the Autumn and the Fat Stock Show at Christmas—this is an
all-season resort. A little further afield are Torquay, 11 miles, Brixham 6,
Paignton 8, Torcross 8 and Totnes, all within a rambler’s reach; while for
car owners THE ROYAL CASTLE need fear no rival as a centre from which

to explore Devon.
(continued on back page)
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The four-poster bed has an interior sprung mattress

ACCOMMODATION: 23 bedrooms, all with running hot and cold water.
Electric fires in bedrooms free of charge. Dining Room to seat 36. Residents’
Lounge. Lounge Bar. Public Bar and Games Room. Car Park adjoining. Fully
licensed.

LONDON 200 miles. Fast main line train service. Ferry Station 50 yards from
front door. Summer season fast motor coaches—Royal Blue express.
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BRISTOL BRIDGE BRISTOL GLOUCESTER

THE SGEPTRE TAVERN

TELEPHONE: BRISTOL 25965

THE SCEPTRE TAVERN, overlooking the river-side and Bristol Bridge, is
another Simonds House which has recently received the attention
of their architectural and building departments. The resultant altera-
tions have given this old established Tavern a completely modernized
interior. The Victorian furnishings of marble, mahogany and ornate
plaster work have given way to a contemporary decor which is as
pleasing as it is original. A business man’s bar luncheon at a very
reasonable cost is now available, with a quick cold snack service as
the alternative for those with less time to spare. Both have proved
highly popular with the Sceptre’s many friends both old and new.

ALMA VALE ROAD BRISTOL GLOUCESTER

THE ALMA TAVERN

TELEPHO:NE2 351711

N nearby Clifton the Company has now acquired the Alma Tavern
and this too is scheduled for reorganization and improvement. There
is, however, at present a good bar and snack service, whilst the
restaurant on the first floor provides a most varied and satisfying
menu for those who prefer to take their meals in a more leisurely
fashion. Clifton residents and visitors alike find the Alma a most
comfortable and pleasant rendezvous where they can relax in that
friendly atmosphere always so characteristic of a Simonds Tavern.

(continued overleaf)




The Bar—Sceptre Tavern
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ACCOMMODATION: Within easy range of Bristol, the following
residential accommodation is available within the Simonds organization.

MIDLAND HOTEL Telephone:
BATH ARMS HOTEL Telephone:
LAMB AND FLAG HOTEL Telephone:

BATH 302911
CHEDDAR 25
BRISTOL 676841




DUKE STREET READING BERKSHIRE

THE SHIP HOTEL

TELEPHONE: READING 302911

UNDERNEATH this former Coaching Inn, one of the first buildings to be
erected in modern Reading though largely rebuilt in 1912, flows that small
subterranean stream, the Holy Brook. Formerly known as the Hollow
Brook, it formed the boundary of Reading Abbey grounds, an Abbey
founded in 1121 by Henry I; and THE sHIpP, according to an ancient map
of the area, appears to stand upon the site of the original Abbey Mill.
Some remnants of the venerable structure of the hotel may be seen in the
fifteenth-century brickwork, and a few original beams which still help to
support the roof. The underground stream, too, may be glimpsed—by
permission—as it flows for some few feet in the open outside the Manager’s
private room.

Outwardly undistinguished, the interior transformation of THE SHIP,
under Simonds management, has been remarkable. While the genial,
mellow character of the ‘family” hotel has been maintained, modern com-
fort is installed. The brilliantly original Spanish Bar with its fine murals,
the spacious Dining Room, the newly-decorated Lounge and re-furnished
bedrooms—here is comfort with atmosphere. In designing and equipping
the Hotel Bar, as in all other improvements, Simonds’ architects have
taken the greatest care to preserve the character of the house. As Jingle
said of another famous Inn ‘fine house—fine beds’, and for THE SHIP
he might have added ‘fine food—fine drinks’.

The family atmosphere of THE sHiP, the comfort and the cuisine, are
greatly appreciated by business men, and by parents visiting students, or
cadets, at Reading University, Pangbourne, St. Anne’s Girls’ School,
Bradfield and other educational establishments in or near Reading.
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ACCOMMODATION: 35 bedrooms, all equipped with running hot and cold
water. Electric fires and radio free of charge in all bedrooms. Central heating.
Dining Room to seat 72. Residents’ Lounge. Rooms for private parties. Hotel Bar.
Oak Lounge Bar. Spanish Cocktail Bar. Car Park. Hotel Garage. Fully licensed.
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THREE BEACHES PAIGNTON DEVON

THE WATERSIDE HOTEL

TELEPHONE: PAIGNTON 57553

CLOSE to Paignton’s famous Three Beaches—the walk down Cliff Park
road, immediately opposite the hotel, to Goodrington Beach is not more
than 200 yards—is THE WATERSIDE HOTEL; completely modern, fitted
with all those amenities which one only associates with high-class hotels.
Its situation is superb: on its hill overlooking Paignton from the front it
commands sweeping views of the whole of Tor Bay and from the back the
rolling hills and wooded coombes of rural Devon.

The Three Beaches—Goodrington, Waterside and Broadsands—are all
within walking distance, while frequent local buses ply to Brixham,
Paignton or Torquay. Yachting and Regattas in the lovely Bay, golf at
Churston Ferrers, Newton Abbot and Haldon races, Salmon fishing in
the Dart, boat trips and cruises, bathing anywhere along the coast—hotel
residents have private huts in Goodrington Bay—riding stables close at
hand . . . so much for the situation and amenities. What of the Hotel
itself? Its Dining Room—which opens out on to the sun terrace with a
pretty garden beyond—normally small, can be adapted to accommodate
large parties by throwing open the partition into the roomy Sherry Bar.
It is becoming increasingly necessary to do so, for this house is a favourite,
not only locally but with seasonal visitors. The comfortable Lounge, the
Writing Room, the delightful bedrooms and ample bathroom accommo-
dation make a stay here a most enjoyable experience.

//;égd,

ACCOMMODATION: 10 bedrooms each with running hot and cold water.
Central heating. Dining Room to seat 35. Residents’ Lounge and Writing Room.
Sherry Bar. Tyrolean Bar. Public Bar. Sun Terrace. Car Park. Fully licensed.
Stables nearby. Private beach huts for residents.

LONDON 194 miles. Western Region station 1 mile. Frequent service Motor
Coaches—Royal Blue Express all the year. Grey-Green and Timpson’s—seasonal.

(see illustrations on reverse)
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SUNNINGDALE BERKSHIRE

THE SUNNINGDALE HOTEL

TELEPHONE: ASCOT 208

STANDING on one of Britain’s great arterial highways, A.30, this pleasant
hotel figures more as a Country Club than as an ordinary hotel. Ascot and
Epsom Races; the Windsor Horse Show; Windsor Races; Windsor
itself — one of the show places of the world, for the Royal Castle is the
finest in Europe; Henley Regatta; the Farnborough Air Display; with
first-class Golf at Sunningdale, Wentworth and the Royal Berkshire; a
Riding School close at hand; and the Garth Hunt only a short distance
away—surely such a wealth of attractions is unusual?

The high-ceilinged Dining Room, looking out over the garden and domi-
nated by two remarkable oil-paintings, has an enviable reputation for
comfort, service and cuisine. The American Bar is recognized as a social
meeting place, and the general air of comfort and homeliness to be found
in all therooms, private or public, has given THESUNNINGDALE highstanding
in this pleasant sporting district. It is popular, too, with people who
desire the attractions of London without having to stay there, and also
with parents visiting their children at Eton, Wellington, Beaumont,
Woodcote House and Heatherdown schools.

ACCOMMODATION: 10 bedrooms, all with running hot and cold water. Gas
fires without charge. Central heating. Dining Room to seat 45. Residents’ Lounge.
Sun Lounge. Cocktail Bar. Saloon Bar. Garden. Car Park. Three Golf Courses
and Riding School close at hand. Fully licensed.

LONDON 18 miles. Frequent fast service of electric trains. Green Line Coaches.

(see illustrations on ieverse)




The Garden, from the Lily pond

Dining Room, from the Hall Front entrance and Car Park







	January-1957_01
	January-1957_02
	January-1957_03
	January-1957_04
	January-1957_05
	January-1957_06
	January-1957_07
	January-1957_08
	January-1957_09
	January-1957_10
	January-1957_11
	January-1957_12
	January-1957_13
	January-1957_14
	January-1957_15
	January-1957_16
	January-1957_17
	January-1957_18
	January-1957_19
	January-1957_20
	January-1957_21
	January-1957_22
	January-1957_23
	January-1957_24
	January-1957_25
	January-1957_26
	January-1957_27
	January-1957_28
	January-1957_29
	January-1957_30
	January-1957_31
	January-1957_32
	January-1957_33
	January-1957_34
	January-1957_35
	January-1957_36
	January-1957_37
	January-1957_38
	January-1957_39
	January-1957_40
	January-1957_41
	January-1957_42
	January-1957_43
	January-1957_44
	January-1957_45
	January-1957_46
	January-1957_47
	January-1957_48
	January-1957_49
	January-1957_50
	January-1957_51
	January-1957_52
	January-1957_53
	January-1957_54
	January-1957_55
	January-1957_56
	January-1957_57
	January-1957_58
	January-1957_59
	January-1957_60
	January-1957_61
	January-1957_62
	January-1957_63
	January-1957_64
	January-1957_65
	January-1957_66
	January-1957_67
	January-1957_68
	January-1957_69
	January-1957_70

